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UNITED STATES^aVBRNMENT 



k 



TO : 

PROM : 



SAC, NSW YORK (100~26603C~40) (12-10) 3>ATE5;/2l/58 



BRONX COUNTY COr/IMUNIST PARTY 
IS-C 



Identity of Source: 

Reliability: 

Date of Activity: 
Date Received: 
Agent Receiving: 
i^ocation of Information: 



J( Conceal) 



Who has furnished reliable 

information in the past 

4/22/58 

4/24/58 



On 4/'24/58, I If ami shed a three page hand- 
written report 5 dated 4/'£:3/58 containing informat ion about 
a. nnmmnnJK^-. Pa-rtv ni^ih meeting held on 4/22/58 at I 

Bronx, New York, 



If this information is disseminated outside the 
Bureau it should be carefully paraphrased to conceal the 
source's identity. 

Before considering any of the mentioned subjects 
in this report for interview please check with Supervisor 
of 12-10. 

, A copy of this report follows: 

IPfirson;:).! flttftntion'} fniv\ (12-10) 



1- 

1- NY 100-13447 
1- NT 100- 
1- NY 100- 
1- NY 100-106964 
1- NY 100-47142 
1- NY 100-83378 
1- NY 100-90256 
1- NY 100-82157 
1- NY 100-84303 
1- NY 100- 
1- NY 100- 
1- NY 100- 
1- NY 100-133481 
1- NY 100-25857 
La^NY 100-108446 

^pm 100-80638 

1- NY 100-74560 




PAUL ROIplSON) (I2-I5I 
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b7D 
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Ci', USA, MeraDersnip and Recruijidt^g ) (.19<^)''' 
CP, USA, Funds) (19) i?''^^— — " 



1- NY 100-89691 /nP. TT.qA. -nomeatlc Admin lstra^jyeg^lssuii-;) i^i^ 
1- NY 100-60640 I 1 jxRfc 

1- NY 100--26603C1945 (North East Section Bnx, 0%hc^) (12-10) 
1- NY 100-26603C40 fi4^^i ' ' 



cem 




MEMO 

NY 100^266030-^40 



4/23/58 



On 4-2J.-58 at 10:00 PM, 
stated th e writer should come to hlB home at I 



1p?:ignftd aM 



]to be brought to the Communist club meetrrng on 
■ ----- - - — ^^Qi^ place atL 



S^22^5Srat . 900 PM the club 
] in ^he apartment of 




There v;ere 12 persons 



present [ 

age and past middle age except [ 
early 20 ^s* 



land all in middle 

who is in the 
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The topics disousaed TAfg^^ra the results of the 



W: 

members sale of tickets for the [ 
giving art leaflets at the [ 



[ birthday dance ^ 
JTor May Day^ 



purchase of tickets for May Day celebrations^ and collection 
of money subscribed for greetings in the May Day issue of 
_The Worlce3r->c The club collected $50 but it was too late to 
hand the mm es in s o it was decided to hold the money for 
the future o | | stated he would receive 45O copies of 

the workerj and arranged for its distribution to subscribers 
by the members » The writer regretted his inability to take 
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™ 



MEMO 

NY 100-26603C-40 



nr) Rny assignments t)ecause of where he lived- The chairman 
stated that when there was any activity in the Park- 



Chester area a transfer would be arranged and not to worry 
about It nowo 



led a discussion on the Party Program 



on the Recession^ ta^ces^ and monopoly policies and asked the 



mambers what could be done in the neighborhood^. [ 



] stated 



bo 
b7C 



the only activity worth while was to organize tenants 
against a rent rise^ She stated most of the tenants could 
not be stirred up about other issues and contrasted tha_D3?esent 
with the depression when the masses were more active, 



5d thP^ n 
LveoJ 

lemploy- 



stated that social security pension and unemploy 
^ ment insurance that blurited the effects of the recession 
were largely caused by fear of the Communist nations* 



sold copies of political Affairs and 
other Comni unist publicatlona ^Jhe next meetino; on 5-^l3''* 58^ 
will be at 



^^ I there 

The suto'ect was going to be 



would be a section meetings ^_ _ 

on Youth* One of the members wyly stated that f" 

whb was to be the speaker would not be happy wnen the 
majority of the members were gray heads « The writer xms 
congratu3.ated on rejoining the Communist Party, 



It. is noted that on 4/25/58^ SA 
several photos to the sQurdet. 



displayed 



identified a photo of:. 



v< 
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OFFICE 



EMORANDUM*** UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO t (SAC, CHICAGO (100-18953) 

FROM t SA JOHN E. KEATING 

SUBJECTS COMMUNIST PARTY - USA 
ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
ORGANIZATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C 



DATES ^ 5. 2 — ^ 



CAUTION SHOULD BE USED IN REPORTING THE FOLLOWING INFOR- 
MATION IN ORDER TO PROTECT THE IDENTITY OF THIS SOURCE . IN THOSE 
INSTANCES WHERE BRAC KETS, ARE USED TO ENCLOSE A NAME OR WORDS, THE 
ENCLOSED PORTION IS NOT ACTUALLY PROVIDED BY THIS SOURCE BUT IS 
ASSUMED. AND INSERTED FOR THE SAKE OF CLARITY / 



CG 6031: 
reflecting that 



■R». 



on May 5, 1958, ptavlded information 



mimist Pa rty of Illi nois, 



contacted 



|was at the headquarters of the Com- 

36 West Randolph Street, Chicago, and 



in New York City, 



I 



, , I asked if | Ireceived the "copy" as yet, and 

I I replied that he had not. I Is aid he should receive it 
no later than lis 00 o'clock this morning. 
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]asked how the Springf ield thin g (United Auto Workers 

mobilization on unemployment) went. | ~| said it was terrific. 
About 1,500 people marched on the Gbvernoa Ps mansio n and "they" did 



a beautiful job on mobilizing the State. 



Ne 



said that he 





. (1 

(1 

JEKAw 

(11) 



'York (REGISTERED) 

- 100-80638) (CP-USA, Membership) (#7«5) 
(1 " 100-80641) (CP-USA, Organization) (#7-5) 
(1 - 100-89590) (CP-USA. Strategy in I ndustry) (#7-5) 
(1 „ 100-25623) d I 

(1 « 100-13203) j 

Springileld (100^^ ) (CP-USA, Illinois District ^ Strategy in 

Industry) (REGISTERED) 
Chicago 

(1 - 100-17769) (CP-USA, Illinois District, Funds) . 
(1 - 100-19431) (CP-USA, Illinois District, Strategy in Industry) 
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100-25191) (Freedom of the Press CommiJ|^f 



100-2748)[ 



] 



M 



K>A 



■ /O0'^o&^^ /fy. 




# 



CG 1G0-18953 
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wrote a couple of "beautiful" pieces o n it and would like for it 
to be on the front page of the paper o I \ also stated that 
he di stributed May Day pamphlets wh ile in Sp ringfield. When 

[ asked if he did this for free J [ replied that he dido 



Next \^ [ said that there were ajbanii 

the May Day meeting, and $340 was collected* 

is better than New York did ^ and th^. t ^the people on the way out 



200 people at 
said that this 



find things to criticize" a T 
people in that category • j 
gone -« I*m not sure v/hicnT^ 



saia 



asked if ^ they still have^ 
"Yes, either going or have 



next 



knowo [ 
thinks 



[ [ said he is not certa in tha t he will be in New York 
w eek o n the "packing thin g". I I told I I fco l et them 






aid he talked with 
Ishould come in 



J) ^ and 



In conclusion, [ [ asked what I other schedule is. 
aid he does not knoWo Due to the money situation, the 



and 

trips have to be cut down< 
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Cover Sheet ^of <l^%,f l^f*"* Report or f^M^ial 
FD.306 (3/2U58) " ^^ 9 



Date received 



■0/^6/^3 



Received from (name or symbol number) 



Received by 



m ^m^ A, mm 
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Method of delivery (check appropriate blocks) 

CTin person C3hy telephone Clllby mall CZD orally CD recording device dl written by Informant 



If orally furnished and reduced to writing by Agent; 
Date 



Dictated 



.to. 



Transcribed „ 

Authenticated 

by Informant _ 



Brief description of activity or material ^ ' 



Date of Report 



Date(s) of activity 



File where original is located if not attached 



Remarks 



m 5/SV^* 



a^f<;MiaSEi^ .olj|;i^il^4 mM ttm ^^ <?!*# Wii liea^^u&^t^rs 



1^,^ Mm tmu [ 
:S5^ Mmi tmu. 1 

m 
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Block Stamp 




.p,. 



;' ' \'^ '^ ' t '-. 



V STANDARp FORM NO. W 





TO. .. ;:';■, SAC, ilE!fX;ZOEK-(ioO-8ci63a)#7-^-. .; • ■• • datW; ;'^J^ay ,^6",. -1958 '., 



FROM . : 



^A 



SUBJECT:/' , ;<?P,0^A, >jMBE]i?SHIP;\".'. '; 



'bo ' - 
b7C., 



-•' Wl iS^fi-^'f^ viib has ftirnislied :rjeii'alDle .information' in. .; 
the'-dast,.'.a<av isoci •n- 5/2/^8 -ttiiat- i^ADOEE ^fOFSZ. confe3?red. ^iiiax, 
I in-iilie lattep'.s; off ioepat ^O^' .^-^li, Ave., ..KYG, :qh . ,' 



'■that date','/ 



•what 
that 
sand 



.Buringi the ..course oC-the^^conYersatioh,' WOFSY asked I I 

the-actuai regis trat^i oh ~V'as .in New tbrk ,as %he had seen ~ V, '■ 
the%e,w-^Yor.k^EcsJil''.:had .published a figure, of: three' .tliou,-*; ^ 
hationallv-i J ^-SifiLd thsit .there 'were"nMr'l3r^*. three thou- 



hationally* , , — ,_ ,-.- .. . .„ ,. 

,in:ITew,-;t.Qrk., . "VJheh J'JOBISX challenged this .-latter, f igure,,;;V 
iH OM'lnff- es:tirii'atesi ■ . ..: '' . " ' '.'.■ :, .■ . "■' '-: 



offered the-.folloxiring; esltimiifest- ......... /■'.,.■ ' .-:,. ... -:,•/';''.- 

'■••■'- :T;; -B3?o6'ki:?^hl'•'':>^ ,.v'\?:- ■' • -,300:V', ^'-'r'.'" - ' V '-r^ '^ ■'.■'-'' ■.'•'-■". 



- B3?oOkl;^: 
■.Itanhattan^ - 

•Queen^;"' ".- 
,'Nass.iau, ■; -'. -. 

ijpatat^ 



;3oa;'.:: 
600 ; 

^^ 200 ;.. 
IDO 

200:v 



■ t^Dtai •; 1700} .:'';^^---- ■■,,;:::'■ •:..'.■ '"■ ■''''' "■■'■■' 

' ■-■ "• ' ; ? '. 'f OPS-Y" c,on;cluded> ''^tou iaibw>;i^'au afrai.d,:„tiie' "P^s't;?', ^ay:^' ^ .. 
■ .|e; right j •J^'du-.'s.e'ev . Kew- :ro>k'.'geti;er'^ly ha:s .'■ahou.t; -si^ty p.^l'.cieht ;,;V. 

* "■.'-' ' li'ater, ;a ccca?dihg '.t.6 ^th^ 'Info? mant , I I joined - ; ^^ .. 

■the- ■d&cussion; ■■[~~_[*i'Jas.v c-ritical- 6f',BEl DAVIS'., speech, at . .; v,; 

the May:D'ay .Kally at Oarnfegie Blail,? ohar.acterlzing: it;as ' ,.„-:" ■•, 
-"Ijbrabas.t" '— nice bokbast/.and 1., enjoyed it' as-' far,- as that- ,.,.-> 
• gbes . ■ - but ho' 'conte nt ;" ' no.th inp:' Jsaid in- either . direction, nothihg 
'i'o: 'St ir" .theri Up; ":- 1 I als p: 'saaa , tliat : s ome ; organization ; •-/ : • . ,. . 

•''plans- '•shduld/haxe.'.:been.givenYat' -the,, jpally:,'/, even' though./;s,opie>^ s . •;£ 
'• one '. s'a,id;that" 'Vas -'not -the -ptirpbse • bf;. thA rally, .-bec-aus e. there. - :;. 

were "fvienty-f iv^. hundred. Vbf 'our .p'ebple"./the3?-f Vhp' were ^.full ^ r , - 
■of 'quest^-bns .t^iaich'sh-buid 'havie been "ans.wered^- • .; * •;/■■:,' ■•,•. ;; ■. ' ''■*■••'; ' '■■ 

.1 ^.^10S-^l96?9 eiSiP)pAQFST):(#'7^^^ •■■'.-■■ 

1 s: ,ioo~i2ijBi i n ^/- A 

■ if.w- ibo-i^e8i7(iiSJ -Ycm, msiimoi' ,lM4mHSHip4.(-7r:6: 
;^'i ; -/ioo-'a:66o3-Gli.p.:(jpB5;iJ^ ';BROss): (#1.2-10 ) • ■ - 



b 6 i ' -, 
b7C- ;',' 



;• / 




1 -• 100-2 6foQ vclL3f OP. ivir~m.mi.- fe ii#s)-(#i2~-li) 
i .-.100^""'" ■ ' '■ ' ' ■■' ■ 



\ 



: 1N> :'lO0U^382' ?CBM 'X)AVIS.) -(#7^-5 ) 
■X^- 100r:8^90^ 

:'AW 
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Transmit the following in 

A I R T E L 



Date: 5/27/58 

PLAIN TEXT 



Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 

REGISTERED "MAIIi 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



SAC 

DIV.l 

DIV. 2 

• DIV. 3 

WV. 4 

SEC. 1 

SEC. 2 

^SfcC. 3 

— — S5C.4 



|_-----S£C. 5 



TO: DIRECTOR, 5BI (100-3-89) (100-3-69) (100- 

mOU: SAC> BALTIMORE .(100-12510) (100-I2170)'(l00. 

RE: CP, USA 

MARYLANP •?.. D, C. DISTRICT 
BALTIMORE DIVISION 
Sa?^WG^(L::JCN., INpSfRY 

„p-."- ■-" ^'membershipX^ ■' 

f c2.-=H0¥A= 
CINAL 



) — 



ia;. 7 

AiC. 8 



iiQ^oxz^i:^ 



_«C. 11 
-320. 12 
-SEC. IJ 
-SSG. 1^ 
-SEC. 15 
-SEC. 16 
-SEC. 17 
-SEC. 18 
-SEC. 19 



-SEC. 20 



"I who has furnished reliable information in the past, 
aavisea on 5/26/58 that a CP Eastern Regional Conference meeting 
took place at CP Headquarters, 23 West 26th Street, New York 
City, 5/18/5S.. 

At the above meeting, an unidentified CP member from Nevr York 
wrote on a blackboard the words "auto" and "steel.-," and then 
marked down "3000." ' He then indicated that the Party had 
contact with, pointing to the "3000" in> pointing to "auto" 
and "steel." He then further explained that the party could 
not Say that a third of the people, referring- to the 3000, 



- Bureau • (REGISTERED MAIL) 
S'l- New York (REGISTERED MAIL)- 
f^" Washington Field (REGISTERED MAIL) 
5 - Baltimore 

100-12510 
100-12170 

100-17820 / _ /I w ^ 't?- 

inn-iQftTjfi (CINAL) /-^^ "^ f^wJ-Qy 
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[yt/A, 

•RONjjmo 
(16) 



b7D 






SEARCHED ..M^:;:§MDEkED/L^f.. 




^ 



Approved: 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



.M 



Per 



• • 



A I R T E L 

BA 100-12510; 100-12170; IOO-I782O 

were actually members of the CP, but he knew that they were all 
sympathetic to "our" policies aud programs. 

The person at the blackboard later wrote down "un-American," 
obviously referring to the House Committee on Uh-American 
Activities, and said that the, pointing to the "300O" were 
afraid of the, pointing to the "un-American." 
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May^7, 19^8 



AIRTEL 



/ 



/ 



CIITAL 



ST" ,?flc 



TO I DIRECTOR, :F'BI (100-3-72) 

PROMg SACj, CHICAGO (100=337^8) 

CP, USA 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

INTERNAL SECTJRITT = C 

Rebulet, ^/2/^8, calling for a summary of pertinent' g^^ 
information concerning the Midwest Regional CP Conference heTa'fpp-,,, 
■in GG on 5/2li.°25/58 o Although announced as an "Election CoqZ" 
ference," the Conference dealt with several additional topics, 



— — sa>,f 

.gSS. 2 

— — 850,4 
■»■■ i,..ggg,S 

*-«=r-^/ Jo 



lEhe information set forth below was received from 



b6 



who has furnished reliable information in the past, ,37^ 

the only infor mant in attendsince, on ^/2lj.-25/58 , by SAs CARL b^D 
No PREYMAN and I I 



Bureau (REGISTERED) 

1- 100=3-69 (CP, TJSA " ORGANIZATION) 
Cleveland (REGISTERED) 
1- 100-17257 (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1- lOO-" (CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP) 

100=222 ^ 



1 
1 
1- a00-l}.212 



100-16735 



( 



1- 100 

1° 100- \ 

10- Detroit (REGISTERED) 

1=, 100-2050 (CP, USA - ORGAlflZATION) 

1= 100-17161 (CP, USA - SCCRf-TSGY IN INDUSTRY) 

1» 100-6075 (COMINPIL, UAVJ, AFL-CIO) 

1- 100-131+20 (CARL WiyrTER) 

1- inn^i^7)|'n (tttct.tctj mtttttct? 

1- 100-911.5 
1- 100- 



bo 
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1= 
1= 
1= 



100=8l|.82 

100-807 

100- 




See page lA for additional copies 




CG 100-337^8 
JJP/njb 



In dianaTaoli a 

l° l I 

1- 100-11093 
1- 100=.11206l 
1- 6'^ 1238 i 



(REGISTERED) 



(OP, 



USA 



CRGANIZATIOl^) 
-EpLITICAL ACflVITIES) 



J 



3- Milwaukee (REGISTERED) 

1= 100=1|.2X (OP, TJSA » ORGANIZATION) 
1= 100=li (EEEILJa_EMIE) 
1- 100= \ 

3- MltmeapolisTRECTSfTJEHEnr 

1« IOO-I878P (CPs USA » ORGANIZATION) 
1» 61=29 ( GLARENGB SHARP) 
1« 100-371 
New York 
100 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



> 




ncEGisTEHEirr 

806itl (GP^ USA - 
" ■ ' (OP, 

(OP, 

(OP, 

(GP, 

(CPj 

(OP, 

(GP, 

(OP, 
(CP, 



1- 
1- 
1- 
st, 



ORGANIZATION) 
MEMBERSHIP) 
FACTIONALISM) 
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 
DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION ISSUES) 
STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 
NEGRO QUESTION) 
PAMPHpTS AND PUBLICATIONS) 
. ATTEMPTS TO INFILTRATE MASS 
ORGANIZATIONS) 

100-128817 CCP, USA - NEW YORK DISTRICT - MEMBERSHIP) 

100-8057 (EUGENE DENNIS) 

100-105078 (H2MAN LUMER) 
Lomis (REGISTERED) 

100-7781 fnP- USA :. QHGAWTZATTOTT) 



•80638 

•87211 
•8662l| 
•79717 
•89691 
•89590 
•306ii.0 
'81675 



100=133902 



USA = 
USA = 
USA = 
USA = 
USA = 
USA = 
USA - 
USA = 
USA 



( 



1 

1- 100-7625 

1- 100-6970 , 

1- -Los Angeles (KEGISOJERED; 

100-260l|Ii. (GP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1- San Francisco (REGISTERED) 

100-27711.7 (CPs USA - ORGANIZATION) 
1- Seattle (REGISTERED) 

100- (CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 

Additional copies page IB 
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GG 100»33758 
JJP/njb 

20= CJhicago 

1- 100-32207 (CINAL) 

1» 100-<189^3 (ILLINOIS OP, ORGANIZATION) 

1» 100=18962 (ILLINOIS OP, SECTIRITX" MEASTJRES) 

1- 100-189'63 (ILLINOIS CP, FACTIONALISM) 

1= 100-17977 (ILLINOIS CP, p6LITICAL ACTIVITIES) 

1- 100-1914,31 (ILLINOIS CP, STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY") 

1- IOO-I89B6 (ILLINOIS CP, NEGRO QUESTION) 

1- 100-3lik38 (ILLINOIS CP, ATTEMPTS TO INFILTRATE 

;\ MASS ORGANIZATIONS) 

1- 100-.V41}.! (GOMINPIL, TJAW, APL-CIO) 
. 1- 100-2lt729 (EMANUEL BLTJM) 
1= 1Q0-33'03: T I 

1- 100-18001 (FRED. FINE) ^^ 



i-^ idG)-12li^9 (FLO HALL) 

1* !L00:.2Q^7 2 (JOSEPH P. KI NG) 



1- lbO-2711.8 



:i 
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1- 61-867 (C LAUDE LIGHTFOOT) 
1- lGO-1814.^7 

1= iOO-202891 

1- lOO-27i{.9 (MOLLIE WEST) 



JJF/njb* 



IB 



GG 100»33758 



[ 



A Midwest Regional Conference of tHe CP» USA was held 
on 5/2Ii.»2V^8, at Hilda Hall, Slll-O South Hals ted Street, 



'he address of the- meeting place was furnished by 

to representatives to the Conference on a slip of 

paper at Illinois CP Headquarters^ 36 West Randolph Street, on 
Saturday morning, $/2l\./$Q, prior to the fi rst session of the 
meeting which convened at 2s 00 p„mo I lincorrectly listed 

this address as 3137 South Hal stedo ' ' 

The following individuals were in attendance? 

National Executive Commit tee members 

ETTGEWE DENNIS 
H3fMN LUHER 

Illinois District 

nranrffn Tmnm-annm 
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FRED PINE 
FLORA HALL 



(Sunday only) 



MOLLIE WEST (Sunday only) 
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r 



National Committeet^} 
Indiana District 



are not members of the 



msmmrmm 



CG 100=33758 



MioMgan District 

TOMMY" DENNIS 
'OARi; WINTER 

hei^en winter 
. :na.t.ganuby 
[ ZZL 
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Minnesota District 



[ 



] (photograph identified) 



CLAUEFGE SHARP* (photograph identified) 
Missouri District 



Ohio. District 



6« 1«2 



w 



(a painter from. the APL; white"/ male, 
blondi who attended Regional Labor 



nr>r)-pflT»ftrtr>A in CG" on 3/8-9/^8) 

J (white, fema^-e; ^«^ 2", 110 IbSoi- <^ai?k 



byown na^tp-- weiaya glflgat^fl, 3^=11.0 years bid-, 
possibly 



Wisconsin District 



m 



inn B. ■RT.ATR (identified from- photo ).-- 

(white ; male , 6 « ,- 165 -ITO ^ lb s , 



sxenaer, toiack hair, protruding lips, long nose, 
wears glasses) 
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GG 100»337^8 

Flris't session. ^/2lj./^8, ggOO p«ia. « 9§30 P»m o 

TOMMT" DENIfIS was named chai2»man and called the meet- 
ing to order and announced the agendas 

ko reporton 19^8 National election campaigns 
by CLAiroE LIGHTPOOT 

bo report on economic situation in the XT.S, by 
HT LTJIffiR 

Co report on negotiations of the UAW, APL-CTO by 
CARL WINOJER 

do report on Consolidation of the Party by 
EUGENE DENHTIS 

Report of LI6ETP00T on 
19^8 election campaigns 

The line of LIGHTPOOTOs report, which was -based on the 
"Draft Illinois Electoral Policy Statement - 19^8," placed 
emphasis on the broad opportunities for the Party in mass 
activity in connection with the 195^8 election campaignso "XIGHT« 
FOOT reviewed the situation nationally Ifi the Republican and " 
Daaocx«bi'c Parties and stated that there was an alliance between 
the Republicass and Southern Democrats « 

LIGHTPOOT emphasized the need for more Wegro represen- 
tatives in both Houses of the Congress and stated that often" 
Negro candidates are blocked by white liberals «"" He urged that 
Negro candidates be supported when these clrcumstand'etf "aris.eo 

LIGHTPOOT said that each election District has a 
different situation and the Party must find a pattern of work 
for each District o' He cited the work done by the Party"in the 
South Bendy Indiana area where a Party member had been av 



GG 100«337^8 

candidate bat stated that this approach might not work in 
other "Districts He said that one form of Party electoral 
activity might be the support of independent candidates in"" 
some areas and another form wotild be tlie support of Democratic 
or Republican candidates in other areas o He referred to the 
exlperienbe of the Party in California as still a "different form 
of electoral activity^ since the Ga^^ifomia Party had agreed"" 
not to support an independent candidate in order to concentrate 
efforts on the defeat of Senator WILLIAM KITOWLAlJD.for Governor^ 

LIGHTPOOT spoke of the growing consolidation of 
socialist groups in the Ghicago area including" the Trotskyi^es, 
the Socialist Labor Party and independent socialisti^o He"'said 
the position of these groups is too far ^^left" and *hey have 
haen asking the Party for supports He said these groups support 
The ^Revei^end JOE KING, .as , an, in"dependent"candidate in .the 
Secoii(^ Conj^essional District and the Party cannot support 
KING because his platform calls for socialism without com- 
p3?omise and the electorate will not support this type of 
platform o 

Referring to Wo Eo Bo DUBOIS ^ LIGHTPOOT stated that 
three to four thousand dollars was raised in Chicago at a 
meeting orgainized by the "Negro Bourgeoise'^ where DUBOIS spoke 
in favor of sbcialismo He said DUBOIS was not a Trotskyite 
and the Party could work with him« 

LIGHTFOOT also spoke of the possibility of an anti- 
monopoly coalition which would result from a regrouping of 
political forces in the UoS« formed in opposition to the 
Southern Democrats » 

After discussion and reports from other Districts, the 
report of LIGHTPOOT was accepted as a basis for the general 
line of Party work in the 1958 election campaigns • 

A motion was made that each District prepare accounts 
of experiences and problems in electoral work and submit this 
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material by June 15, 1958, fop inclusion in the July, 1958 
issue of "Political Affairs," HY LUMER promised that this 
material would be printed if it was submitted by the Districts o 

Report on the economic situation 
in the U,So by HY LTJMBR 

LUMER cited facts and figures to support his main 
theme that the Uo So is already in a depression of the 
classical cycle described by KARL MARX„ After ITAT GAULEY 
.questioned this estimate, there was a sharp exchange and LUMER 
flatly stated that it is his estimate that the TJoS. is in a 
depression today. 

Report on the negotiations of 
the United Auto Workers, APL»CI0 
by. CARL WINTER 

WINTER gave a lengthy report in which he referred to 
WALTER REUTHER and the AFL-CIO leadership as "class collabora- 
tionists". He said the reason for the current deadlock in the 
UAW negotiations is an inaccurate estimate of thfe economic- 
situation on the part of the union leadership. He said REUTHER 
had compromised the struggle for a shorter work week first by 
accepting the Guaranteed Annual Wage during the last contract 
negotiations and now by advancing the profit sharing program 
while bargaining for a new contract, WINTER said that REUTHER 
has now retreated from his original demands concerning profit 
sharing and has indicated a willingness to continue contract 
negotiations for three months and a willingness to forego the 
annual improvement factor. 

WINTER sstid that in the Detroit area, EMIL JIAZEY had 
spoken before meetings and stated that the working clasa should 
have socialism, WINTER also said that there will be a con- 
vention of the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Federation 
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In Detroit soon iand a large representation from labor will 
attendo He said this all illustrates a growing tendency 
within^ the labor movement to consider and di'scuss socialism 
''a3d"it" presents a broad area of possibilities for Party work 
among trade unions o 

WINTER spoke of the possibility of working with non- 
Trotskyite socialist forums and said that he had spoken before 
such forums o He said that although he did not vlsualizfe' the 
participation of the CP in the sb-called "mass party of 
socialism," there is an area of work for the Party, both 
inside and outside the trade union movement, with these 
various formas, which will serve to advance the anti-monopoly 
coalition o 

WINTER agreed with LIGHTPOOT that the Trotskyites 
and similar groups are on the wrong track when they call for 
socialism in their electoral platforms in an uncompromising 
mannero He said the Party should not favor a third party 
candidate when an acceptable liberal candidate is on the 
ticket o 

WINTER said the Party must fight against the mistaken 
belief held by many trade union leaders that large scale gains 
cannot be "made during periods of economic recession and high 
unemployment o He said the Party must also make every effort 
to unite the employed and unemployed workers and to unite 
the Negro and white workers and to attempt to foi*m an alliance 
between labor and the small businessmen a 

ti 

WINTER called for a full discussion of REUTHER^s plan 
to permit the Auto Workers to work without a contract^ although 
he said he recognized that this would put the unions in a 
better bargaining position when production begins on the 19^9 
models o He also spoke of the need to negotiate entirely new 
contracts .instead of amending the old contracts since new con- 
tracts would offei? the opportunity to eliminate many established 
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harmful practices employed by management against workers* 

WINTER stated "that the continuing contract negotiations 
can and should be regarded as a phase of labor^ s struggle which 
is no less important than an actual strike <, 

WINTER then discussed the importance of mobilizing 
from below and the need for the Party to work in the trade 
unions on a Local and shop levels He said the main gains can 
be made at this level and that shop level grievances should 
be exploited^, He called for more unity between Locals with 
similar proble(ms and an improvemeni: of commuh:ications between 
Locals o He said the national trade union leadership should 
keep the Locals better infoi*med on the progress of negotiations* 

Concluding, WINTER, stated that whatever course the 
contract negotiations may take, the unions should be in a 
position to display their maximum strength and Locals should 
set up machinery, such as strike committee i% to rally all 
their forces if neededo 

, Discussion on the reports of LTJMER and WINTER was not 
concluded during the first session o 

Second session, 5/35/^8, IQgOO a.m. - 300 Pam . 

FLORA HALL served as^ chairman and after further discussion 
on the reports 'of BY LUMER and CARL WINTER, these reports were 
acceptedo \ 

LUMER announced that a summary of the Conference would 
appear in ^"T^^arty Affairs '^o 

Report on Consolidation of the Party 
by EUGENE DENNIS 

DENNIS stated that the most important task of the Party 
at this time is to rebuild the Party politically and organization- 
ally and this was the central theme of his report, 
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DEHinj'S discussed the resignation of 26 Party leaders 
in Ndrthem California and stated that these individuals 
had issued a ~- statement indicating that they were willing 
to meet with other "dissenters" in the Party on a national 
scale o He commended WILLIAM SCHFEIDERMIT, ARCHIE BROW and 
AL RICHMOND for an article which they had written denouncing 
me "26"o DEMIS stated that CARL WINTER and CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT 
were doing a good job in consolidating the Party in their own 
Districts o 

DENNIS spoke about| the Party activity in promoting 
100,000 copies of ROBESON^s book and in starting mass activity 
concerning..xtnemployment and starting ^laasjs activity on the 
Negro question. He iS&id that Washington, Northern Califot^nia, 
Ohio and Indiana were doing a good job in the struggle 
against the "right to work" laws. He mentioned that. In 
California and Washington^ a 'special edition of "Peoples 
¥orld", 50,000 copies, was issued and distributed^ He also 
said that the Party was beginning to raise questions con« 
cerning the auto industry in Michigan 

Concerning the peace movement, DENNIS stated that it 
was growing strong', throughout the country but that the 
movement had not been started on Party ini-tjative and that 
the Party has not been in it as a Party, 

DENNIS stated that the national leadership will 
prepare a national program for the CP, USA concerning jobs 
and security and that the National Executive Comm3-ttee will 
work on this program o 

DENNIS stated that the instances which he had cited 
represented uneven he;gi^nings for the Party but that these 
programs are growing in strength and help to influence events. 
He stre'ased the need for greater boldness by Party members in 
projecting the Party program In mass organimtipns pnd trade 
unions, and he cited reports which had been made by various 
Districts represented at the Conference. 
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Concerning registration, DENNIS stated that in February 
there had been 3,000 members registered in the Party nationally 
and that now there are 6,000o He mentioned that Oliio .had 
registered 86% of its membership and that New York State now 
had 2,l},00 members registeredo He said the New York State 
Commi^ttee hopes to attain a registered membership of I].,000 
by the end of 19^8 o 

In connection with rebuilding the Party, DENNIS made 
the following proposals^ 






a, to extend the registration period in order to 
increase the size of the Partyo 

bo organize a national program of Party recruitment 
With a recruitment drive to run from Labor Day 
to December, 19^8 • 

Co establish contact with readers of "TJie Worker" 
for recruitment purposes and for mas3 contacts* 

d* promote increase in sales of "The Worker «." Bfe 
said' sales had recently, increased by 2,^00 
subscriptions and 3,000 in bundles « He said that 
"The Worker" needs 600' new or renewal subscriptions 
to survive and that it costs $1,600 per week to 
issue the paper* 

eo there must be an early completion of the Fund 

Drive and transmittal of the money tp the National 
Office because "The Worker" needs the money badly, 

fo better organization in District committees 

regarding the Fund Drive and the organization of 
fund raising forums and other fund raising affairs. 
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g. a program to overcome the 'looseness" in the 

handling of Party literature. Literature sales 
are down, especially "Political Affairs" in 
several different areas, 

h. a program to organize classes around the 
articles in "Political Affairs". 

Concerning Party cadre, DENWIS stated that the Party 
had lost a number of old and experienced people through 
resignations and other causes but that new people are coming 
forward. He said the Party must help the sections to form a 
tjider corps of young people, women and Negroes and the Party 
\ must help the sections to train cadre. 

DENNIS stated that rebuilding the Party will help the 
Party regain legality slnd that the Party itself is not doing 
enough in the field of civil liberties. He said the Party Is 
letting other organizations do the work in this field and 
that the Party itself must increase its work. He said the 
Party should combine with the struggle of the mass organi- 
zations, trade unions and the Democrati'd Party in regard: to 
civil liberties, 

DENNIS stated that the Party must experiment and seek 
out ways to 'organize the non-Party "left" including militant 
socialists, and work.-With these groups. 

After DENNIS" report, CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT spoke and 
called for an end to factionalism but stated that the Party 
must respect minority opinions so long as these opinions are 
.advanced within Party channels. He said the Party must tie 
its activities to the mass movements but still play an 
iiddependent role while working with the non -Party "Left". 
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FRED PINE spoke in opposition to the views expressed 
bf DENNIS and LIGHTPOOT and stated there were between one- 
half to one million "left oriented" people in the country 
and that the Party must consolidate these forces. He said 
that the door has been slammed on the decisions of the l6th 
National Convention. He disagreed with the interview of" 
ROBERT THOMPSON which appeared in the May Ij., 1956' issue of 
"The Worker" and said that THOMPSON had used-^^^ledge hammer 
tactics" to quiet dissent in his comments during this inter- 
viewo PINE objected to the use of "The Worker" for this 
purpose and stated that THOMPSON has confused criticism 
inside the Party with the enemies outside the Party. 

Other speakers called for the Party to challenge 
tl^'e House Committee on Un-American Activities and convince 
the labor movement that committees of this type are out 'to 
destroy labor and not only Communists <> 



spoke briefly about the factional ^^^ 

activity in Chicago and stated that the people who *• know ' 

better should be censuredo H9 said those responsible for 
this activity had been suspendedo 
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JJP/njb . . b7D 



Gomments and Opinions of 



^ ' The acceptance of the reports presented at this 
meeting w^thput major changes or wrangling and bickering 
demons trat^es that there was more unity shown in this meeting 
tiaan in ar}.y similar meeting since the l6th National Con« 
ventioHo Reports made by the various Districts show that 
the Party is starting to work and there was a tendency 
toward op-^imism concerning building the Party. The top Party 
leadership came t^o this meeting to seek information instead 
of, as formerly, under the old methods of operations, to 
announce a set pplicy which had already been adopted by the 
higiher bodies within the Partyo 

The meeting showed that the Party now considers 
supporting independent^ political candidates a ^'left Sectarian" 
mistake Ixa most oases but reserves the right to explore this 
policy as a possibility in certain areas « It showed that 
the Party believes that WALTER REUTHER can be moved to the 
"lef t'^ by mass pressure from below in the Locals of his uniouo 
Also, LIJM:pIR«s report shows that the Party is no longer 
hesitant |;o describe the current American economic situation 
as a depr^ssiouo^ 

However, there are still differences of opinion* 
Indiana, phio, ap.d Missouri, althougji agreeing with the 

general lj.ne of the meetings have differences with 

the approach of LIGHTPOOT, WINTER, I I 

^ftiom they believe to be still clinging to the possibility of 
a.«mass Party of Socialism" led by the OP* Also, LIGHT]P'OOT«s 
remarks showed that he is very dissatisfied with thg work of 
the Party on Negro problems o 

There was no discussion at this meeting o^i 
reorganization of the Party Districts but there was agreement 
on the need for more meetings of this typeo 
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Indicated offices requested to expeditiously 
Ibrward to IP, for display to informant, photographs of 
individuals not fully identified by name except where photos 
of these subjects are already in possession of IP. 
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OFFICE MEMORAiiDUM . UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3) 



Date: 5/29/58 



PROM 



SAC, NEW YORK (lOO-ij.931) 



SUBJECT: 



CP USA 
IS-C 



On 5/16/58, m 69il--S'J:- advised SA 
ALEXANDER C. BURLINSOH of the following information 
obtained from ROBERT THOMPSON, National Organization 
Secretary of CP, USA: 



2 - Bureau (100-3) (RM) 

1 - Chicago (100- ) 

1 - Chicago (100- ) 

1 - Chicago (100- ) 



1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

JL — 

1 - 

1 - 

1 - 

1 - 

1 - 

1 - 

1 - 

"!'■- 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 



iDOiS- AngoleS (100- 
Los Angeles (100- 
Portland (100- 
San Diego (100- 
San Francisco (100- 
Seattle (100- ) 

New York (100-23825) 
New York (100-8057) 
New York (IOO-I696) 
New York (100-27ii.52) 
New York (100-89691) 



New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 
New York 



(100-87211) 

(100-.80638) 

(100-806[i.l-) 

( 100-8 06ii[|.) 

(13U-91) 

(100-i|.931) 



(FRED FINS) (RM) 

(CP, USA-ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
FACTIONALISM) (RM) 

(CP, USA - ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
NfEaRO >4UESTI0N) (RM) 

\ (DOROTBY HEALEI) (RM) 

) (CP, USA ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

) '(CP/JSA ORGANIZATION) (RM) 

) (CP, USA ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
) (CP,USA ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
(CP, USA ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
(BENJAMIN J. DAVIS) (7-5) 

(EUa-,NE DENNIS) (7-5) 

(ELIZABETH GURLEI FLYiW) (7-5) 
(ROBERT G. THOMPSON) (7-5) 
(CP,USA -. DOMESTIC ADI4INISTRATI0N 
ISSUES) (7-5) 

(CP,USA FACTIONALISM) (7-5) 
(GP,USA I'ffiMBERSHIP (7-5) 
( GP , USA ORGANIZATION ) ( 7-5 ) 
(CP,USA YOUTH MTTERS) (7-5) 

(INVES) (6) 



JVW:mrar 
(22) 
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THOMPSON stated on $/l6/$Q, that the 
West Coast CP conference is scheduled for an as yet 
undetermined date in September, 19^8, and that ELIZABETH 
GURLBY' PLYM, will not retoarn -from the West Coast until 
June 1, 1958, 

Regarding May Day meetings, THOJyiPSON said 
that the CP is pleased by the fact that for the first 
time in a long time those attending May Day meetings 
were not predominately "the older people" « The 
Party has received reports that very many of these 
people were in the ag© group under 35t. The total 
number of persons attending May Day m^^etlngs in the 
USA was estimated to be abo^^t 6000 « 

With respect to defectior.s from the CP, 
THOI^SOH expressed the opinion that ^'t>/f) wcar'st is over". 
He said that there is "some recruitment- of members", 
and that "some people are moving closer to the Party'. 

The "Ultra-Left", THOMPSON stated, harrasses 
the Party in different ways in different parts of the 
country. In New York;, their target is BENJAMIN J. 
DAVIS JR, whom they accuse of being "too conciliatory 
toward the"R5.ght", "too bureaucratic", and "bourgeois" 
in that he lacks "a working-class background". In 
Chicago, they are attempting to "capture" the Negro 
sections, and on the West Coast they are attacking 
DOROTHY HEALEY as a dangerous "Right-Winger" o 

The latest "Right-Wing" attack was directed 
against EUGENE DE^INIS. PRED PINE wrote a letter to • 
DENNIS, which is a vicious denunciation of the latter. 
DENNIS as is characteristic of him, "wilted" and lacked 
the spirit "to fight back"* 
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• UNITED; S^TATES 'GOyERNMENT-'\ 



TO 



SAC,. NEW YOBK. (100--80638) 



DATE: 6/4/58 



EROM, 



SA 



SUBJECT: 



CP, USA' MEMBERSHIP 
IS-C 

Source , / -1 , 

Reliability'. 

Date of Ac felyi tjr' 
Date 'Received . ^'; 
Received bjr \ ' 
Location. - ^ 



he 

b7C 
, b7D 



wnp Jias furnished- reliable 
Information in the past *^^ 

5/io/S8 ^ : ;• * : : '^ 

SAl 



T 



_Qn_aZL£Z5ai 



1f'n-rn1sh/=!cL a report of a conversation 
If this information is • 



between 
. used in a report i>b.'must be is^refully paraphrased tb^ profile t 
- the identity of the source. ... 



' The irif ormant ' s ' "report~is as follows: .- 



•"May 16, 195.6; 



"Saturday.; May . 10, .; 1-958,. 



] 



-'-had a; Gonversatidh" co hcerninfe- Youth matters. -During the course . 

, of the. coriversa1;ion, I I mehtioned . that "th4rfe are '. 

currently 3.> 500 registered .Communist Party members in "the United 
States. « Also there are only. fifteen Coimnimist 'youths." pider-; ;^' .■ 

'thirty in Brooklyn, now, according to Mari'iyn.* ;. . :X' -''■': 



. \^ , '■/: "She also stated \ \ the" Jeff ersgh, 

bookstore which is.- now' located Ifath * Street ; N. Y. C . > hear ' 
peih-;/te[sae;.'. '!:;,..,.:;■■ ,:■/;- ~;.. ■' •;/ ^■:;.-;. ■, ,- ; ,,, .■■,.. . ',;. ^■•-■: ■ ,. -■■ -■ 

l.L.%ew"York (i nn^ok^n^-nhr^ \ rfc-nsncj rin ^ nvA r i o-n V 

1 -, New York . ( 100-13001??] 

l.r New York. (lOOr 115530 
' -1 .- .New York ' (100-135247 

1 r- New York ;f 
^- New York 1 100-80638 1 

CWCtamn 
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^^^ Date: 6 A/518 

Transmit the following in PLAI N TEXT — ^^ 

(Type in plain text or coaej 

Via AIRTEL 



"(Priority or Method or Mailing) 



TO ; DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-88) 

PROM: SAC, NEW YORK- (iOO--872li )' 

CP, USA - PAGT3!0NAL1SM 
IS - C 

On 6/4/58 NY 694-S advised SA A. c". BURLINSON that 

z::^:Ji-S€z siHrsr^s i^^zX'.'iA-. 

3 - Bureau (100-3-88 )('RM) .. ., 

LO - Chicago\lOO- ) (EARL D URHAM) (RM) 

(1- 100- ^ n I 

fl- 100-18001 ) (FRED FINE, 
100- } f PrTL GREEN 

100- 
109- 

100-2748) 
X- 6l-867i) (CL^...^ ^- 

^ QUESTION) ^, ^ 

Philaaeiphia (,xuu n ^^^^^^^ DISTRICT-NEGRO QUESTION) 
f 100-50806) (GEORGE BLAKE CH ARNEY) (7-6) 

100-16785) (JAMES E. JACKt>0N)(775) 
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1 - New York 

1 - New York 

1 - New York 

1 - New York 

1 - New York 

1 - New York ,_. 
COPIES CONT'D NEXT PAGE 
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100-467 ) (1/J TT,LIAM LAWRENCE ) ( ( -6 ) 
100-87211 ) 
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Date: 



Transmit the following in PLAIF TE^T^" 

(Type in plain text or code) 
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NY 100-87211 



The CP national leadership feels that the current 
attempt by the Chicago CP to expel or suspend l4 members of the 
South Side Section is " ill-advised <, poorly timed^, and a premature 
political action." The CP national leaders believe that 
"dirty politics" may be involved - that the "right-wing" may have 
instigated this situation in the Chicago Party. If so^ it is 
regarded as "a clever mov-g" on the part of the "i?ight wing." 

If such expulsions or suspensions should be effected^ 
the rank and file "will never understand the situation^" particularly 
since heretofore no such action has been taken against "right wing" 
groups. It is a deplorable fact that people like FRED PINE^ 
SID STEIN^ and GEORGE BLAEE^ CHARNEY, who are constantly scheming 
to disrupt the Party^ are nevertheless still members of the National 
Committee, 



two of the seven Negroes 

and four whites facing expulsion or suspension in Chicago^ are 
"showering" the Bedford-Stuyvesant section in Brooklyn with phone 
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'100-50090) (SID STEIN) (7-5) 
100-18672) (imX l\fEISS)(7-6) 
100-80638) (CP^USA-MEiyiBERSHIP) (7-5) 
100-80640) (CP, USA -NEGRO QUESTION) (7-5) 
100-131666) (CP, USA-SOUTHERN REGION) (7-5) 
100-128314) (CP, USA-NY DISTRICT- FUNDS ) (7-6) 
100-26603-C43)(CP, USA-NY DISTRICT-K3;NGS COUNTY) (12-11) 
100-128815) (CP, USA-NY DISTRICT-NEGRO QUESTION) (7-6) 
100-26603 -C42)(CP,USA~NY DISTRICT-NY COUNTY) (12-14) 
134-91 )(INVES) (6) 
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NY 100-87211 

calls, and "really stirring things- up" in Harlem. Th^y are 
attempting to make a national isBue of the proposed Chicago 
expulsions or suspensions. As a result, the situation is tense 

Although the expulsion or suspension proceedings 
were instigat^ed by the nhinago leadership consisting of CLAUDE 
LIGHTFOOT, MOLLIE WEST, I \ and EARL DURHAM, the Negro 

rank and file of the Party seem to think that the c^^^®nt 
Chicago "puiPge" is merely a continuation of a purge LIGHTPOOT 
effected in the Harlem Section some time ago. The Chicago 
expulsions or suspensioiris are causing trouble not only among 
the Negro CP- members in Chicago and New York but also among 
those in Philadelphia and Los Angeles. 

To offset the damage of the CP caused by the Chicago 
Cf , the national leadership; before or at the next National 
Co^ttee meeting, will "strive" to prefer charges against, and 
seek the expulsion of, the "right wing" group consisting of 

SID STEIN, FRED FINE, GEORGE BLAKE CHARNEY, | ___^ and 

nnpnrpTW HTT.flT.p^v. «.nd also the "ultra-left" group consisting of 

By such "two- 



DO 
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pronged" action, the Party will rid itseir or these dangerous 
individuals in "the extreme groups." 

in reply to a question from NY 694-S, JACKSON stated 
that in his opinion there are now only about 50O Negroes in 
the Party nationally. He remarked that "these, however, are 
goad ones." 

Referring to EjIL GREEN, JACKSON told NY 694-S that 
while in the CP undergroimd, GREEN wrote article for Political 
Affairs" under the pen name JONATHAN SWIFT. 
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FBI 

Date : 

Transmit the following in , 

^Type in plain text or code) 

Via . . „ 5 

' ' " (Priority or Method of Mailing) 

NY 100-87211 

MAX WEISS, he said, operated in the CP vmdergroiond 
under the name "ROTMAN" (ph) (NY 694-S stated that at time 
JACKSON raiambles, and he is not sure whether JACKSON said 
ROTMAN, ROTHMAN, or RATMAN). 

JACKSON mentioned also that last week GEORGE 
BLAKE CHARNEY returned $8000.00 more of the money he owes 
the Party. Of this sum, $4500.00 was used to pay a NY State 
CP debt for x-jhich BILL LAliJRENCE (WILLIAM LAZARj, formerly 
NY State CP Treasurer, was being held personally responsible 
by the creditor. The balance of the $8000.00 was given 
to the NY State CP. 

JACKSON, who had been late in keeping his appointment 
with NY 694-S, apologized to the informant, and attributed 
his being late to the fact. -that he had been delayed by "a couple 
of Southern delegations" with whom he had been conferring. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



DATES 6/6/^8 



EXTREME CARE SHQBLD BE ¥SED IN HAHDL INQ- AITO REPORTIN& 

' THE FOLLOWING IlF^MATION IN 0RDlR~TO PR0TEGT""^E" 

\ IDENTITT OF THE ' INFORMANT o ' ' ~~~~ 



^^^^ , Ifuraighed the following information to SAS ' 

JOHN A. HAAG of the New York Office and VINCENT Eo MBRPHX" 
of the Newark Office on 5/27/^8 § 

\ 



This information is located in 
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3 - Bureau m 
^~^, (1 - 100= 
Q^ New York 



J ( ^i&mh <an p]l£p ) 



(100- 

1 - Philadelphia (100 
19 - Newark 

(100-1619^) 
.(lGe-=3291) 
(100-35106) 
(3-2) 
. (100-32233) 

:(ioo- ) 

(6'5'-770) 
(100-19491) 
(100- ) 
(100- ) 
(100- ) 
(160- ) 
(100-4281^ AA^ 



^)> CCP Membership) 
" ( EUGENE DENNIS^ 



) 



(PAT T0OHEY) 




b6 

b7C 

b7D 



(lOO-liaS^P) (International Relations) 
(lG0-ii.28iiF) (Domestic Administrative Issues) 
(10O?ij.28ii. U (Factionalism) 
fl0Q° ) (Committee for Sane Nuclear Policy) 



VEMsmfl 
(26) 





SEARCHEDC^ 
SERJAdzm 

/ nUNQ 



/ 



May 27, 19^8 



A State Goiamittee meeting of the New Jersey C€MMffHIS1? 
PARTY was held on May. 23p 19^8 at the residence of 

I New Jersey* 



were not at home and did not participate in the meeting at any 
time* 3?hey were at a musical or a theatre in New York 0ity f or 
the evening* (The people in attendance were not satisfied with 
the^ security of the residence and were of the mind not to meet 
there at any time in the fut^ire)* 

Present at this meeting were 



and PAT TQQBM. 



was representing 

from Passaic County who could not attend the meeting* 

!Phe proposed agenda for this affair was as follows: 

1* The question of organizing the June 7th eonfer^ence 
with regard to policy and how to approach the 
various:reports to he given* Also to discuss what 
should be done to guarantee a large turnout. 

2# A discussion of the recent Mke explosion in 
Middletown^ NoJ» 

^^ Pdnd drive* 

ij.* .The reading of the minutes of the two previous State 
Board meetings* A check-up on the decisions made 

II at these two meetings, and the obtaining of the 

approval of the State Committee to these decisions « . 

1 



he 
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$. informational report on the Ifew York City 

Regional Conference held on May 17, 18, 1958* 

1?he meeting got under way with the reading of the j 
minutes of the two previous State Board meetings • All decision:^/ 
made at these meetings were approved by the State Committee ♦ j 

The nest item discussed was the recent Nike explosion . 
at Middletown, N.J. | | stated this was a very perturbing 

matter^ People interested in peace are disturbed over the incident 
and ho sees the need of making an organised protest about this 
type of c©ntti3?uing danger* He raised the question as to what * 
the CP should do around this matter. He proposed that the Party 
cooperate with the various pacifist outfits such as the ¥omens 
International League for Peace and Freedom and the Committee for 
Sane Nuclear Policy, wherein the Party has some members active, ;. , 
to strive to influence these organizations to react to this., 
tragedy by fitting it into their peace programs for the stopping 
of nuclear tests and to demand guarantees that these kind of 
blow-ups did not menance communities in the future. He implied 
he was in touch with a number of party people and Party 
sympathizers and that these people were in agreement with hirii# 
He proposed that he be assigned by the State Board to continue 
with this program. He was of the opinion it would be wrong for 
the CP to issue any statements ot leaflets because this would 
probably b© misunderstood and would probably limit the 
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partieipation of the people who 3?eally wasat t© do something about 
Wis' matfcer* H© suggested that the OF assign,. cfne person to 
assemble all of th© p^eB^ material for the -parpos e of preparisag 
an article for "fhe Worker** to guarantee that ^'^The Worker" womld 
h^ire good coverage on this qtaestione 

I U iDoke along the same lines as 



were assigned to continue to look b7c 



into this matter aM see what could be done by the Farty* 
was to gather press material to see that an article would be 
undertaken for ^*fhe VJorker*^* It was proposed that all individuals 
present at this meetings who represented a county or section^ 
o^der a specific number of that particular issue of ^The Worker** 
for special utilization in the various coxamunities* Fartherinore, 
that notes be sent to those persons i3h© were not present at the 
State Committee meeting who represented a county or section so 
they may also carry this outo 

Next the question of the June Jth, Conference wasv ^' 
discussed • PAT TOOHET introduced the question and discussed the 
following s 

1) th^ type of agenda 5, the aim they hope to accomplish^ 
and the preparation of the reports and who should give them; 

2) what they should do to guarantee a good Party turnouts 

3) a proposal that they concentrate on a two point agends^ f or 

i 

the conference, 

-3- 



stated she had obtained funis Mansion^ 
Bergen Avenue, lewa^ MoJo^ fw the meeting t7?om twelve noon 
until six PMo 

TOOHET proposed that the t±i?Bt point of the eonf erenow 
ahould concern itself with the general political subjects facing 
the JParty, the unexaployment queation^ the peace issue ^^ and the 
role of the OF and it® members around the congressional and 
senatorial elections * It was suggested and generally approved 
that TOOHET would open the conference with an overall 
political summary with respect to the general situation the 
^arty prespnt^y faces c, calling attention to developments 
internationally and on the national scene* TOOHKT^s remarks 
would be supplemented by 



on the economic question 



and 



Secondly 



]on legislative and political questions-. 

would make a report and 



would' make a subdiscussion on specific qi^estlons^ 
pertaining to educational work and things of that nature* 

if he accepts the offered position of Press and 



Literature Director ^ would speak on this subject and 

or someone else would speak on the fund drive so that the'whoJte 

subject would be concretely laid before the membership p 



he 
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^HET stated tk@:re wa^ maoh, te be dome to gmarantee 
a good turnout to thi^ eoafereBce and that a mimber of seotibns 
had not been contacted b.b yet in this irespeeto He stated that 
Mereea?, Camden^ Paters®^-?assai©p and Bergen Counties had not 
been contacted^ > He stated assignments had been liaade to ^get these 
sections pespondingj^ but that many of these assignments we3?e not 
eaj?ried out to date* He stated they should take steps to Insure 
the conference being attended by all seetionse 

spoke ne:^t $.md stated he wanted to raise a matter 



of gpeat concern^ affecting the unity of the Party* 
stated he finds it necessary to take up before that State 
GoBrmittee the conduct of 



The 



speeches they made at the Mew York Regional Conference were 
speeches- of slander p divi^ioBp and disruption* 
TOOHET called 



stated he 



to order, but 

wanted to have this thing out ^and that he would issue a statement 
to the Party member ship> if necessary* TOOHST stated 
tiras^jbut 'of 'order and 'his remarks "did'^n^^t pertain to the; current 
matter being discussed <y 



stated he had a right to be heard # 



SOOHET advised the meeting that it appeared 
was trying to « blackjack* the meeting as he had the previous,, ^, . 
State Committee meeting o 
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went on to state that when 



spoke at the 



Sew York conference, ^ke mad# an attack upon the former Ifew 
Jersey state leadership which could not he ignored^ but would 
have to be answered. She had charged the former district 
leadership with cowardice in failing to help to develop a 
program of public Yaccine* She charged them with factionalism, 
c©r:??'uption, cowardice and created an attitude which 
f ollqwed^ stated they had created an atmosphere which . 
makes it impossible for anyone with critical opposite Tiewpoints 
to work and participate. He charged 
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with slander 



and bureaucratism. 



proposed that a vote be taken at that 
time that the/ District leadership would not talk on factionalism 
at the June 7th coxiference* 



spoke next and stated he wanted to raise 
other matters but in the same strain. He has been aware of an 
undermining of the confidence of Party B^embers in him as a leader 
%is is a contemptible vicious plan on the part of 



and this was the policy of the state leadership. He stated there 
was no basis of cooperation with the. district leadership and he 
has drawn the conclusion that the district leadership has created 
conditions and the atmosphere Iso make it impossible for anyone 
with any opposite views to work or to participate. He stated he 
was serving notice that he sees nobasis of further cooperation. 
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(With respect t© the statement 'by 
was ^ware of a program wherein 



that he 
were mndermlxiing 
was- 



the coxifidenoe of Farty members in him as a leader, 
referring to a recent incident wi-fe regard to members«at --large* 
had previously reported that there were no WAL^s left in 



the Sssex County Branch of the ¥J€P. 
was recently talking with 



had advised that 



about 



two women, names not mentioned, who apparently were not active in . 
the ep but did attend certain types of affairs such as the Katherine 
Van Orden Memorial meeting and meetings of the Committee for Sane 
Suclekr Policy* These two women have a social relationship witij, 

who are members of the CP^ They drew the conclusJL^ll 



that thSise two women must be Party members because of the type 
of library they have at home, the musical records in their 
possession, pictures they have on the wall, the way they talk, 
plus the fact they associate with Party members ♦ They are. more 
than just progressiva individuals* 



asked whether they were 



Party members and, if so, they should try to draw them into Party 
activities. | | was to have stated that of course they were , 
Farty members* | instructed] |to put it on the 
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line and inform these 1?wo women that they knew they wer^ Far^y 

Idid this 



members and request them to register* 

and t^e answer they got from these two individuals was a confused 

reaction* They stated they were Far ty members but no one was 
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supposed to know ito Thej M©:re contacted only by | | He is 
the only person who ie supposed to know about their membership 
and he ±b the only person they a^e supposed to see and contaQt* 



heai?d of this incident and his statement above was 
in reference to thiso) 

protested this action on the part of 



and 



He stated it wag scandalous and he doubted whether 
these two women wpuld remaiSi in the S^arty as a result of this 
incident* He stated it w^s a |3ot to undercut and destroy him* 

inquired as to how they were to know 



this when he had informed them that there were no such people in 
this category. 

spoke next and stated there was an atmosphere 
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and conduct by the district leadership which made it impossible ^or 
anyone to work, fhis followed the national attitude expressed 
by pOB THOMPSON* He denounced THOMPSON* s recent article. He stated 
they were trying to drive people out of the :Party» 

I I weiit on to criticize a letter prepared by TOOpsar 
which was handed out at this meeting* He criticized the 
statement '*♦••♦ •It experienced defections and desertions from the 
inside by some who became confused and lost balance in face of the 
enemy attack* Serious ideological and policy differences arose; 
and from anoth^^ side the Party^ its program and theory came under 
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attack by some ^?h© womld ©lab^titmt© Ma:s?s:ism«L@ni2ii^® with «siewt p 
8ea?©ativ©^ b^t harmful aM dii@r©dit®cl pff©g3?aim ooeo*^ 



iafo:i*med f OOHBT" that if th§it w@ his mnd©j? standing ©f irhat was 
happeaiBig ia the :Fa3?tyi> th®H h@ wa© iia©ffiei@nto H© stated ^ 
that these people we3?e g®6d people a^d we^© d@ixsg good ^os'k* 
He defended the people who wa,lked omt of the ^aiFty^ He stated 
the^e vere mai^r people still in the FaK'ty who are of the same 
mood and when they see thi^ letter they wo^ld also lea^^e. 

denounced the distz'icst leadership and stated 






no one had any basis of wo:rking with the l©ad©3?shipo He stated 
it was chasing people omt of the Fartyo As f ®3? himself he did 
mt feel he would want td ^e part of the State Goi^Mittee any mov0« 

spoke next and s^ead f^^om her notes what she 
had said at the Hew York Regional Confer eneeo She said she had 
aooused no specific person at amy time Am^ing that conference ^ 
and had only wade the general charge that they had ^dragged behind* 
and had lost isaitiatlv$ ia vaffioms p3?©gparas« Tk&vetGPe what 
had dome at this m@« 



W&& m&ll&lou&s, 'kindle ti've an&.rf «!.••• 



He was pvestitatisag thd t:!?mtho H@ came int© that meeting to week 
it. ^ ■ 

' ' made a motion at that 



stated i;hat 



meetixig that they womld not slander at.fh^ Jmne ?th Conference* 
This is the type of yow to the effect «I will not beat w^ wife^ 
aifg- more'* Shenl Imakes the charges he does at this 
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meeting and engages in slander o 
vicious de^anolatorj attack mpon 



oontiMzed by tnakl^ a 



^itio im^ the object of many of 
reina]?lcs, became very belligerent and verbally attacked 
He stated 
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iras berserk and a maniac* 



TO0HEY deplored his inability to keep the meeting 
goings sticking to the agenda and keeping factionalism and IntPtwiMi 
out* He stated 



came to that meeting 
for the second 



for blood, factionalism and slander* 
time had blocked a State Committee meeting and dealt withj 
personalities and factionalism* This ; action on his. |>art was 
deliberate and arrogant* He stated he vt^s adverse to figpiting 
anyone, but he is pressed to the wall and is impelled to engage 
in a fight he:.4id not w^nt* He denied the charge that thfrt VM 

an atmosphere created by the leadership and denounced 

charges as false, 

TOOHET stated he tried to unite the groups and made 
overtures of peace and cooperation* This was answered with 
declftratloaa of fi^t and war^ He stated he tried to receive 
cooperation and settle differences but 



at that meeting 



had declared war and he was going to get it* Me« TOOHET, was at 
this time ready to fight it out* There was only one simple way 
that this could be answered and that was for the membership to 
decide the matter* He proposed they call in a jury lAhd let the* 
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decide the raattei?-. He'^E>©p®sed a ®pe®ia>l- eonve^^^ionbe 'otftll<^ 
together aad t© let them deeide the matter. He stated he is 
ready t© appear before siach a boasapd &,M. let thera heaslsboth sides* 

At this point f ©OEET stated he ad jonapned the raeotiag 
aad stated he woald aot call another aeetiag matll they fovnd 
aa answer as t© how to solve this~ matter , 



I>«rii3g the meetings | |gave a report ea 



the see ©ad sessioa of the Eastern legioisal 6©af ereaee held ia 
New York City oa May 18 j 19061 « She stated BOB THOHPSCN was 
abseat and EITQEHB DEMI S gave the report « He reported oa the " 
Calif oraia factional situation j the aetitSTt'ies of the" SID 'SfEIS«> 
GEGRSE ClARHEy grotap in New York and the ultra »i'eft crowd £b ""-^ 



Chicago. I I quoted DENNIS with reporting "it was quite likelj- 

that if a little bit mw® w©rk woigild be dome^ tkey eo^ld end up 
vith St ^egistrati©ja of t@B tliOHsand memb®*@o1 "Sh© reported tliat ' 
DESNIS stated tfeere w©r@ ab©mt- eight tko^saad members ace'ounted 
fo3? -^o 'date "'and" they ecuid get aab^hi©^' ' two thousand with'hot'^'too'*'' 
meh difriculty if they ^©mld pmsk the drive o She reported on 
the fund drive -and the e s^paign ©n mneaspleyment and peace « 

At this meeting a letter te all olubs and members issued 
by PAT TOOHEYp Chairman of the State Goiamittee of the GPNJ^ was 



handed cm to %is was the letter referred to by as mefttltfll*^ 

above o 

~11«> 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GO*VERNMENT 




TO: 

-FROM: 
• StBJBCT: 



DATE: 6/10/5© 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-4) 

SAG^ NEW YORK (IOO-80638) 

CP, USA MEMBERSHIP 
NEW. YORK DISTRICT 
IS - C 

ReNYlets, 2/7/58 and 4/10/58. 

Outlined below ai^e the revisions to the list of 
active CP members in the NY Division as embodied in 
reNYlets, 



-SAC , 
DIV. 1 




J 




,_ S£0. 4 
-SIIO. 5 

. J 

: . 10 

!:",.. 11 



As of 6/1/58, over-all statistics are as follows: 



(1) 
(2) 

(3) 
(4) 

(5) 



Estimated nxomber of CP members 

Ni:imb$p of members identified since 
last progress lettei?. 



3008 

89 



..SEC. 14 
„3EC. 15 
_SEC. 16 
..SEC. 17 
_SEC. 18 
_SEC. 19 
_SEC. 20 



Nijmber of members- identified to date, 1849 



Number tentatively identified as CP 
members since last progress letter. 

Number tentatively identified as CP 
members to date. 



21 



195 



The necessary revisions are hereinafter outlined? 



2-Bureau (IOO-3. 

1-New York (100« 

I'rNew York (100' 

1-New York (lOO- 

1-New York (lOO- 

1-New York (lOO- 

1-New York (lOO- 

1-New York (lOO- 

1-New York (100. 

1-New Yo3;»k (100. 

'SlrNew Yoj?k (^rOO- 



.26^) (NY STATE CP) _-« t— fe "^t/W 

•26603-040) (BRONX) __ii.-J->i-o^ -^ 

•26603-041) (queens) _,««..«»*--««»,:rX--»ar-4«^ 

-26603-042) (NEW YOJII^''*'^^ ^^^^^ ?a . ^ f^ A t'l^^l^J^ 

•26603-043 (KINp^r ^T^ I? -^ ^^l^l^V 

•26603-044) (MTOpHESTER)/ ^f .._ ■. f^.^^z' '^^^^^ 

•26603-045 WTNAS^AU) . / ^^^^ 



y {21) 



f 



■J 




•132430 )f (in: 
.80638; 



7^ ^isO^o^^H^ 



/4< 




NY 100-80638 



BR.ONX COUNTS COMUNIST PARTY 



Page 7 



Coimty S t aff 
Add: 



Organizational Secretary 
(formerly Queens) 

General Goranlttee Members 



Delete: 



Page 8 



Northwest Sec tion 
Section Oonimlttee 
Delete: 



Page 9-12 



Membership 
Add: 



Delete: 



100r^93665 
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100^126979 
100-125577 
100^60894 

100-131148 



(To Conn,ec tlout ) 

|) (To Hungarian 
Section) 



[To Hungarian 
Section) 



Page 13 



Midwest Section 
Section Committee 



Delete : 
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• 



NY 100-80638 



Page 14 



Meraber ship 
Add; 



Page 15 



Northeast Section Covnmittae 



Add: 



Page 15-16 



Northeast Section Membership 



Add: 



t..>.iF^,» — ^r- " 



Under Northeast Se ction Membership 
Delete : 



100-132473 
100-131714 



fe s-; 



100-13204 



100-108446 

100-84303 

100-90256 

100^84129 



] (transferred to 
Prospect Section) 



RICKERT^ DAN (di ed in April, 1958) 
I "[ (transferred to Pyint^ps 

Region^ Industrial Div,) 
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page 17-19 



b6 
b7C 



East Bronx Section Mem bers hip 
Delete: 



(transferred to 
EEQ^pect Section) 

(moved to Queens) 



Add: 



100-91003 
100-93665 
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Page 23 Himgarian Seotlon Membership 

Add: 



Page 24 



Southwest Section M-:imber6hip 



Add J 



Page 25-28 



Section Unknovjn 



Revise; 



Add: 



De-iete ; 



}lOO<"3J.C343 from a 



100-.6'^^'79 

100-130963 
100-130964 
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100-111032 
100-135114 
100-127222 
100-134997 

100-116424 

100-83118 

100-135098 

100-112167 

100-88580 

100-128244 



positive to a. tentative identif'i«'3ation, 
i^eo; insert (t) followins name. 




100-100442 

100-127499 
190-112920 



i'X'o EangaE'lerx Section) 
To East E:?xOnx: Section) 
(To Co rtnecticut ) 

('To Quee;ns County) 

(to the Midwest Section) 
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w 100-80638 

Page 29 Pro spect Section Mem begsbip 
Add: 



Page 30 



Kings County Coirinunlst Part y 
KlKgs Count y Co mmit tee 
Remove T after 



Page 31 
Page 33 



Remove T after 



NAAGP Club 



Add: 



Page 3^ 



Greene Avenue Club 



Delete: 



Club Unknown 



Delete: 



Page 37. 



Bath Beach Section 



Add; 



Page 38 



Brownsville Section 



Add: 



__^ Trajisf erred from 

Section and Club Unknown 



100-89179 
100-71043 
100-99195 
100-133566 
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100-70482 



100-132758 



100-81083 



100-132895 



100-54637 
100-85686 
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Page 41 



Page 42 



Pag$ 43 



Page 44 



Ssc'';lo:a and OlvJo 'Unknown 



Delete j 
Add: 



Transferred to 



Bro7jns\Tille Section 



Add: 



Add:[ 



Delete ; 



(Both transferred to Industrial 
■q<^P.h-7ori, EsfAove T after 

) 



Delete; 



(T) 



100-54637 

100-110888 
100-95912 



100-120143 



100^129648 

100-86094 
100-128888 



100-67344 



Add: [ 



Remove T, Transferred to Industrial. 

| (T) 100-119968 

I (t) 100-134547 



Revise : 



(T) 



100-133151 



bb 
b7C 



bo 
b7C 



bb 
b7C ' 



wi« Q *r« 



FiT :i00-80638 



Page 45 



Adds 



Delete: [ 



Transferred to Bromisville Section 



BeD.ete ('I') £fte2? 



Page 46 



Page 47 



Delete (t) Q£te{_ 



Page 43 



Page 49 



Add; 



Deletes (t) after 



100-127^139 
100-85686 



be 
b7C 



100-122522 
100<7lll095 



Add: 



100-81438 

(Trs-nsf erred from 100-65536 

Greenvrlch Village Section) 

100-113232 

100-122925 

100-73676 

aoO-69518 



bo 
b7C 



Remove 
Remove 

Delete: 



?i 



Delete (t) after 
Add: 



100-127892 
100-130678 

100-84044 



100-14096 



- 7 - 



< 


F;-: 100»80638 
Page 50 


• 






• 


y-y 


100-134876 

100-94249 
100-130565 

100-131164 

100-134156 

100-134372 
100-ll604l 
100-134846 
100-133461 
100-.133460 

100«13483 

a.00'-124555 
lCO-106257 


b6 
b7C 

b6 
b7C 




Adds 




















Delete: 




(-) 




Page 51 

Add: 
Revl! 










1 






gs! 






1 1 




Page 52 




« 






Delete (t) after 




















Add; 








Page 53 












Delete; 


\i 


"annears correc- 




, on page 51 as 




I 






jctlon 




1 




Page 54 


Tr 


•ansrerrea zo xnaus-crxai ae 


Add; 






Chanj 


5® 


spelling 1 




Revise 










fw •• 






' 



K£ 100-806/'8 



J^V 



Page 55 



page 59 



Page 61 



Page 63 



Page 66 



Page 70 






(,Tx-?;rxsf erred to Indust:?lal Section) 
QDSMS COluM'T^i: G01V1MUNXST PAJtr/' 



100-13203 



Under Section a,nd Club Unloiovjn 



Add; 



100-13244 



b6 
b7C 



Under Cl e arview Se ction 
Clra h Ug tmo wn 
Delete: " (T)" after 



Under Section and Club Unknovjn 

|(To Industrial) 100-104001 



Delete s 
Add; 



IOO-.IOI96O 
IOO-.68723 



Under E ast Queens Section 
Club Unknown 
Add: 



b6 
b7C 



100«133045 



Under Section and Club Unknown 






Add: 



100-56218 
100-82933 
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m 100-80638 



Page 76 



Page 77 



NEW YORK COUNTg COMUNIST PARTg 

Lower Bast Side :-» F orbes Section 
Add: 



Add: 



:t) 



Page 79 \ 

Greemtlch Village Section 

Delete: Qo-Membershlp-Flnance D l'rectoys 



T^dnnatlonal Director 



Add: Organizational Seoretayy 



100-101814 
100-100196 



100^129803 
100-13^921 



100-89955 
100-65536 



100-81438 

100-133805 

100-70089 

100-1247P3 

100-69821 



100-70039 

100-133805 

105-><^328 

100-13019 



b6 



b6 
b7C 



- 10 



• 



wi 100-80638 



Page 80 



Add: Member shlt)~glnance Director' after 



Delete ? 

Club #2 
Add: 



(Transferred to Kings County) 



Delete : 



(Tranisferred to Kings coTjmty ) 

and 



(T) after 
change file nwAber to - 



Club #3 
Add: 



100-70089 

ioo«8:i.5o8 
100-81438 



100-13470 
100-09260 

100-65536 
100-^133805 



b6 
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100--6492 



Greek Section of the Greenwich Village Section 

' « \ < n ■ ,*.^.-^ii ■ J .. ■^^-c^*^^^^. II . , It . I. ■ . II u' . ' ill I 

Add; Organ j^^ftT' 



Delete : 



105-9328 
105-16605 



bo 
b7C 



Page 80~8l 



Club(s) Unknown 
Delete : 



100-72646 
100-13470 
100-9260 
100-58462 



- 11 - 



W£ .100-80638 



Page 82 



Page 84 



Page 85 



Chsl»c^a"Llr.ooln S^are SectJLon 



Delete: COHEN, REBECCA (T) (Deceased) 



Delete: "('?)" aftes, 
"(Tf after 



100«64036 

100-86579 
100-70087 



Thro-agh name 
follows? 



Upper West Side Section 



p3,ge 85 is revised as 



Officers 



add (Section Organizer) 100-84993 



1, Monday Club 



] (see above) 



2. TuesdasT Club 



(Club Organizer) 



Club Members 



100-122352 



100-134143 

100-109184 

100-125496 

100-99801 

100-135x0$ 

100-118090 



b6 
b7C 



bo 
b7C 



12 



• 



NT IOO-S0638 



Page 86 



Page 87 



Page 88 



Page 89 



Clup(s) Unknown 



Add: 



100-95722 
IOO--62625 • 
100-127430 
100«127420 
10O-.85671 



100-82136 
100-70087 
100-135244 



Delete; Bo Club »» substitute Belle-^me Club 
Delete: C. Clv^b - substitute Coiiimunity Club 
Deletes D. Club - euba'Uitute Democrat ic Club 



After 
After 
Add:[| 



delete ■ •Rord cl^airman 
add word treasurer 
add word chairman 



100-70333 



Delete: N, Club - 



substitute Nation^-lities 
Club 



Delete; 



Add: Finnish Club 



Membership Unknown 
Delete: , TTnrlfit^ filub lanknown 



"V Chairman 



Delete: 



b6 
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Page 90 


• 








• 


100-73325 
100™1278l« 

100-118759 
100-106260 

100-73325 
100-127818 


bb 
b7C 

bb 
b7C 

he 

b7C 


Add: 






Page 91 








Add: 


1 












Delete: 


1 


Page 93 






Delete: 






Page 95 














should be 












ID 










IOO-.X3I543 
105-9328 

100-59865 

100-7413 


Delete: f'T) after 
(I") after 






Sect: 
Page 99 


Ion a3id Club I 


Jnknowr 


I 




Add: 


1 




Page 101 






Delete : 




Page 103 






Delete: 












- 


1^ 




M» 





Ff 100-80638 



NASSAU GOI}lvIT:t COMMIINIST PAP.TY 






Page 107 



Adds 



Delate: 



Page 108 



JDSX© ^\i n 



Add: [ 



(Formerly of Buffalo, N?) 



(Formerly of Buffalo ^ NY) 
WES^UGHEk'TER OOUNTiT OOM-yHmST PAR?Sr 



• «rfrfA»i Afc^A.^ 



Page 112 



Page 113 



Add: 



Delete : 



INDUSTRIAL DIVISION 



Page 114 

Under Industrial Board 



Revise : 
Delete : 
Revise : 



100-50436 
100»84838 



IOO-133B53 
100>.1065l4 

100-106513 



100-131290 



100-81644 



b6 
b7C 



bo 
b7C 



-^15^ 



m 100-^»80638 



Add: TORMEZ, BETTY GANNETT, Educational 

Director 



Page 115 

Under Building Trades Region 
Revise : 



(above ) 



Under Cultural Region 
Revise: [ 



(Delete Regional Organiser^ above) 
Page 116 

Under Distributive Region 
Add: 



Revise: I I 

Delete (above ) Regional Official 



Revise: [ 



] 



Page 117 



Revise : 



Add (above) Regional Official 

I (Delete T) 



100-13483 



100-62773 
ldo-13203 



100-55270- 

100-134579 

100-133670 

100-127499 

100-90939 

100-94112 

100-ll6o4l 

100-100532 



100-69826 



b6 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 
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wi 100-S0638 



Page 118 

Undei' Eleo'ti:?f!.o and Machine Region 
Add: 



Page 119 

Under Film and Art s Region 

Add: 
Page 120 
Under Maritlyae Reg ion 

Delete : 



Add: 



Page 121 

^^®^ P^g'li^fclng Guild and Litho srap hers Region 
Add; 



100-119916 



lCO-65055 



100-98262 

100-70281 

100-104f80 

100«108208 

100~68285 

100-120001 

100«133338 



100-24616 ■ 

100-93651 
100-131114 

100-77123 
IOO..8243O 

100«104023 
IOO-13130S 



b6 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 
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X. ^' ^^ 



1 



Fif 100«80638 



100-127637 

100-53114 

100-84387 

100-94650 

100-63107 

100-81450 



■ .. .: Delete: ROTOLO, JOAOtHiyi PETER (deceased) 

Page 122 

Under Shoe, AC W A, P um iture Region 

(pelete t) 



Revise: 
Under Railroa d Regio n 
Add: 



Under Transport Region 

Add: 
Page 124 
Under Regional Affiliation Unknown 

Add: ALBERTSQN. WILLIAM 



TORMEZ, BETTY GANNETT (above) 



100-124645 



100~104001 



100-129629 

100-13203 

100-13^83 



bo 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 
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^' w7 -U 



# 



hw. 100^80638 



Page 125 Res idence Unknown (Vei^lflcatlon Pendi ag) 

I n ^^ 

De&.ete: I I b7c 

(Residirxg Queeas^. N, Y,) 

As directed by the Bureau, the nexb revision 
will be submitted as of 8/I/58. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 
FROM 



SAC, BALTIMORE ' 



DATE: 6/10/58 



b7D 



SA ROBERT C. NORTON 



SUBJECT: INFORMATION FUEINISHED 
BY SECURITY INFORMANT 



The documentation for this information is as follows: 



Identity 

of 

Source 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Info3?mation 


Date 
Furn. 


Agent 


Location 




5/12/58 

District Board 
meeting 


5/15/58 


ROBERT C, 

NORTON 

(Written) 




1 1 




^wno nas 


furnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past) 





CARE SHOULD BE USED IN REPORTING THIS 
INFORI/IATION IN ORDER THAT THE IDENTITY 
OF THE INFORMANT MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED 

For assistance in reviewing report, a number^ in parentheses 
( ) following a name or title set forth below will indicate 
that there is a reference to that name or title on the page 
or pages whose number will be enclosed in the parentheses. 
Where no number is set out, it is suggested that the entire 
report be reviewed for information on the subject matter. 

On page 2 of instant report i n the second paragraph, there 
is referenc e to a letter from I - _ - - ^ 

authorizing [ 



book, together with a letter from 



]as an agent for the sale of the PAUL ROBESON 



instructing 



him how to sell the book. The originals of these two letters 
came into the possession of informant 5/13/58, and on that 
date informant turned them over to SA JESSE c, PARKER, who 
caused photostats of the letters to be made on 5/13/58, on 
5/13/58, SA PARKER returned the originals of the letters to 
informant. On 5/14/5^^ informant initialled the photostats 
to indicate that they were identical •Kri-hb t-.h^ nT'iginai letters. 
The photostats are being retained in I |. 

cc's: l-d-f^h^jiyV^ 

SEE FOLLOWING PAGES 

y 

RCNtsmO^ 



RCN:sm^ ^. / 
(74) ^^yryj/x 





b7D 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



m 



on 5/13/58, I I furnished SA JESSE 0. PARKER two copies 
of the leaflet pertaining to the economic situation in the 
Baltimore a rea mentio ned on page 2 of instant report of 
informant. I I orally advised SA PARKER that he had 
received the leaflets from GEORGE pyKRf^ on '^/l.R/^8, The 
two leaflets are being retained in| 



A copy of the Northern California letter referred to on pages 
8 and 10 of instant report, the full title of which is "Statement 
of the Northern California District committee On the Recent 
Resignations," was furnished to SA JESSE C. PARKER on 5/13/58. 
At that time the informant orally advised SA PAKCER that he 
had received the letter from GEORGE MEXERS on 5/12/58. On 
5/13/58, SA PARKER caused a photostat of the letter to be 



b7D 



Tthat 



made and returned the o riginal le tter to 
same date. On 5/14/58. ~ l initialled the photostat 

in the presence of SA ROBERT C. NORTON to indicate that it 
was identical r^•^■>? ^^^ ni^^o'-infli ift-h-hftr». The photostat is 
being retained in 



The text of the informant's statement is as follows: 



cc's: 

1 - Washington Field (REGISTERED MAIL) 

100- ORGANIZATION, MARYLAND - D.C. 

1 - Cleveland (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100- HXMAN LIMER (3) 

100- 
100- 



pACTI0mLlSM,(10) 

2 - Detroit (REGISTERED MAIL) 

100- CARL WINTER (9) 

100- PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (9) 

2 - LOS Angeles (REGISTERED MAIL) 

100- ORGANIZATION (8) 

100- PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (10) 



b6 
b7C 



SEE PAGE IB FOR ADDITIONAL COPIES 

-lA- 



b7D 



cc ' s * 

2 - San Francisco (REGISTEE^D MAIL) 

100- ORGANIZATION (8) 

100- PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (10) 

2 - San Diego (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100- ORGANIZATION (8) 

100- PAMPHLETS &s PUBLICATIONS (10) 

3 - Chicago (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100- ORGANIZATION (8,9) 
100- FACTIONALISM (9A0) 
100- CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT (9,10) 

2 - Springfield (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100- ORGANIZATION (8,9) 
100- FACTIONALISM (9) 

New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 

PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (2,5,8) 

[ 1 (2,11) 

PAUL ROBESON (2) 

ORGANIZATION, CP, USA (2-5,10,11) 

FACTIONALISM (3,9,10) 

EUGENE DENNIS (3,10) 

NEGRO QUESTION (3-5) 

STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY (3,11) 

BRIEF FILE (3-5) 

FARMERS (4) 

GP LINE (3,4) 

POLITICAL ACTI^/ITIES (4) 

JAMES JACKSON (4,11) ^^-" 

COMINFIL MASS ORGANIZATIONS"' (4) 

BEN DAVIS (4,11) _^' 

WILLIAM PATTERSON (9,^) 

JOHN GATES (10/^ J^ 




b6 
b7C 



?t3NDS*^ 




38- Baltira<y2a 

100-10975 

100-12412 

100-10584 

100-120T6 

100- 

100-15662 

100-13279 



GEORGE MEYERS 



b6 
b7C 



[ 



HYMAN LUMER (3) 



[ 



] 



-IB- 



cc's: 

38- Baltimore (cont'd) 

100-14379 JAMES JACKSON (4,11) 

100-1560 BEN DAVIS (4,11) 

100-12871 ■ 

100-160 

100-764 

100-7761 

100-8342 

100-11953 

100-12395 

100-13332 

100-11961 

100-4830 

100-12117 

100-1840 

100-1246 

100-4090 

100-12125 

100-12510 
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b7C 
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JOHN GATES (10) 

WILLIAM PATTERSON (9^1) 

ORGANIZATION, MARYLAND - D.C. 

BALTIMORE DIVISION, MARYLAND -^D.C. 

PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (2,5,8,10,12) 

^— STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY (2,3,5-8*12) 

100-12485 NEGRO QUESTION (3-5) 
100-11800 BRIEF FILE (2-5,8,10) 

FARMERS (4) 

OP LINE (3,4) 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES (4) 

COMINFIL MASS ORGANIZATIONS (4) 

^^_ STEEL, MARYLAND - D.C. (5-8) 

100-12458 FACTIONALISM (5-8,10,11) 

100-11640 FUNDS (6-8,11,12) 

100-20496 TUC (6) 

100-16752 WATERFRONT, MARYIAND - D.C. (8) 

aQQ=1232__CqMINFIL NMU (8) 



100-12457 
100-13098 

100-12459 

100- 

100-11950 



b7D 



-IC- 



• 




b7D 



At about 9:20 PM, MEYERS called the meeting to order. 
Before starting with regular business, he asked if 
anyone present had heard of the tragedy which had taken 
place the past week wherein one of I I 

I I had been shot by her husband. MsyERS said 



b6 

b7C 



he felt the District Board should authorize 



visit [ 



jand extend sympathy and offer aid. 



_|to 



accepted the responsibility. 



MEYERS then stated that he had attended the NEC meeting 
held in New York the previous weekend and had obtained 
an 8 Point Program which was to be submitted to the 
Districts for their consideration. MEYERS added 
that after discussions had taken place around the 
program, a report could be prepared by the District 
Board which he would take to the next NEC meeting in 
the latter part of June. 

MEYERS then listed the 8 Point Program as follows: 

1. Building the Party and the tremendous need 
for Party work in the South 

2. Relationship between the Party &.?d the Negro 
forces which included a discussion of the Trade 
Union movement 

3. The transferring over of o^^r form of capitalist 
government to a Socialist-type government 
through peaceful coexistence 



-3- 



• 



b7D 

4. The role the Party could play around small farmers 

5. Influencing professional people 

6. The role the Party could play in the Uhited States 
. in the fi^t for peace 

7. The role the Party must play in the field of 
political action which should "be tied in with 
coming elections, both local and national 

8. The Party should wage a continuing struggle 
against the dominant forces in the tBiited States 

METERS said that this program was presented as a study, 
and that all Districts were expected to outline the 
program to all clubs and sections and then obtain a 
picture from the rank and file members as to how they 
wanted to tackle the various points in the program. 
MEXERS said in this way the national leaders could 
determine what the membership wanted and thus draw up 
a program for action. 

MESTERS said that from the membership discussions 
a better relationship would arise between the District 
leaders and the rank and file members and between the 
District leaders and the national leaders. 

MEYERS then said that at this same meeting, JAMES 
JACKSON gave a report on the Party's ^relationship with 
the Negroes. MEYERS said it was emphasized in JACKSON'S 
report that the Party had failed to evaluate the 
Negro strength, had not kept close enough contact with 
Negroes on all levels, including Ministers, Doctors 
and lawyers, and also including Negro organizations, 
and finally, had failed to make it cloar to the Negroes 
the need for a struggle for Socialism, 

MEYERS said that BEN DAVIS supported JACKSON'S report 

pointing out the need for the party to concentrate 

on infiltration of the NAACP and other Negro organizations. 

MEYERS told the group that the CP had missed the boat 

-4- 



in not showing the Negro how industry had played Negro 
against white and had also erred in not explaining 
to the Negro how Marxist-Leninist theory worked. 

I said that the Party had clearly failed to 
keep in contact with the Negro. She said that in the 
heyday of the CP when Marxist-Leninist theory had 
been taught, they had failed to point out to the Negro 
the revolutionary strength of the Negro forces. 

METERS then said that the reports which had been made 
at the NEC would be printed up and distributed for 
discussion at a later date so there would be no need 
for discussion at the present time. 

MEYERS then said that he wanted to add two points 
to the agenda, one being the Steel Club and tMO. 
•heincr th^ 1 Aftf 1 fit whi»h had been prepared by I 



b6 
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on the 



economic situation locally per District Board 
instructions, 

MEYERS then asked I b o gi ve an ac count of the last 
Steel Club meeting and aske< ^ 
to the report. 



b6 
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to listen carefully 



then said that he and MEYERS attended a meeting 
^rtteel men who had been discharged following the 
House Committee on tjn-American Activities hearings 
of May, 1957, which was held Mav q. lQq8. I I said 

that. hPH-1ri«qa hg> and MTCVRR.q. I | 



I I were present. 

I I said that when he went to this second meeting 
with the group, he had thought it understood that 
they had decided not to sue the union in order to 
regain their jobs and for damages, but at thQ meeting 

he had found out that at the insistence of | 

thev were planning t g sue the union for damages. 
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• were planning t o sue the union lor 
pointed out that | ] supported 



that stand. 



in 



Jaid that althoufiiil 



were influenced by | \ they did not seem to want 

to sue the union, hxxt he was not positive that these 



-5** 



men would hold firm. I b olnted out that the lawyer 
hired by the group wcvs telling them that they should 
sue the union. 



I k id that he and MEYERS had made it clear that 
the District Board would not involve the Party in 
any action which would involve a suit against the 
union* 



b6 
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Isaid that even though he had turned over $250.00 
TotJhese men, he was still not positive what action 



they would take regarding a suit .against the union. 



At this point ! O bjected, stating that he felt 
that no suit against the union should take place. 



Ihad missed one point. He 



MEYERS then said that i 

said at the steel meeting | | took a position 

of being in favor of suing the union, giving as a reason 
the fact that trade union leaders in the steel union 
were closely collaborating with the steel companies 
and he felt the only way to get anything done was for 
the ste el men to sue the union. MEYERS said that 
was in reality desirous of having the group 
ion so that the Party would be hurt. MEYERS 
wanted to rule or ruin the party 
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sue the 



unj 
said that|_ 
locally. 



MEYERS then asked [ 

.1 



[t o give an account of the last 
Trade tJhion Commi^Sloh (TOO) meeting. 



phen gave a report of the last TUC meeting, 

m particular as regards discussions of the steel 
men who had been discharged. 



After making the report, [ 



^said that he was very 

much upset and had thought that the Di«?trict Board 
had been firm regar(Jing_fL suit againsb the union and 

',o have been negligent in 
uhe steel men without having 
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believed MEYERS and 

turning over $250.0(TTo 

determined from them what sort of action they planned 

to take as regards a suit against the xmion. | | 

said a suit against the union would isolate the Party 
from steel. 



said that a lot of things were involved, and 
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that although she did not believe in suing the 
imlon for damages^ xt was certainly true that the 
men discharged from steel were losing their homes 
and their families needed financial support. 



then pointed out that Ne groes not invo lved in 



tnis particula r group ^ such as | ^ nd 

I I . had been hurt by the layorr^ but 

since they were no longer a part of the group now be 
suing^ would get no benefit from their action* b7c 

MEYERS said that he agreed wit h I I an d that 

I h ad been isolated by I l and others* 

At this point | „ _ 1 sai<i that she had thought 
that in talking of the men in steel, they were 
discussing all the men who had lost their jobs as 
a result of the 1957 House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) hearings* 

I l t?eplied that even thoup:h the suit was won 
by the particular group, I I would have to 
fight his own case individually. 



then suggested that no further action by the 

District Board should be undertake n until they had 
received a report from I b s to what the 
Steel Group planned to do regarding a suit against 
the union. 
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All agreed, and | |then suggested that they 



keep the discussion on the steel situation among 
themselves for the time being. 

MEYERS then said that although the party could not 
be identified with a suit against the union, they 
could not afford to lose their relationship with 
the Steel Group. He suggested that they tell the 
Steel Group that they are working on their own. 

All others prese nt in dicated that they disagreed 
with MEYERSi and | J asked whether they were going bo 
to continue to solicit money for the support of the b7c 
steel men. 

MEYERS replied to I [ that they would continue to 
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b6 

collect the money and would hold it until they found b7c 
out what the steel men planned. b7D 



At this point I [ said that he could not app2?ove of 
such a suggestion, ^He pointed out that when he had 
been screened as a eeaman, the CP Waterfront Section 
would not allow him to sue the union in court to 



get his union book, I I said that he understood 



that this decision of not suing th e union was a 
general policy of the CP. I b ald that if the 
steel men could sue the union, he felt that he might 
as well sue the National Maritime Union so that he 
could have his book returned. 



MRyER.gj then said that he could not do that, and 
Jreplied that as far as he was concerned the 



situation was the same as the steel situation. He 
then accused MEYERS and I b f having blundered and 
said that any attack against a imion was incorrect, 

MEYERS said that actually it was not his intent to 
sue the ste el union but Just to force them to 
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arbitrate. | J then replied that there was no need 
to sue the union to bring about that situation. 

The discussion on the Steel Group w^s dropped at that 
point. 

MEYERS then said that he had picked up the District 
Board leaflets while in New York, and that 2,000 
copies had been printed. He then turned to the paper 
bag which he had beside him and passed a couple of 
leaflets to those present. He pointed out that some 
changes had been made in the original rough draft 
of the leaflet as had been agreed upon at the last 
District Board meeting. 

After examining the leaflet, all thoss present agreed 
that a good job had been done, 

MEYERS then said that he had with him a letter from 
the ultra-left forces in Illinois, wherein these forces 
attacked the national leaders in a fashion somewhat 
similar to the Northern California letter, 
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MEYERS said that the letter from Illinois indicated 
that there was no naed for maintaining the present 
name and form of the Party. MEyERS said that this 
group from Illinois had not resigned from the Party 
as had the California group, but was apparently 
determined to liquidate the CP and turn it into a 
debating society. 

MEYERS said that no action had been taken on this 
letter from Illinois, but was positive that the 
National Committee would eventually do something 
about it, MEYERS said that the National Committee 
was thinking about dealing individually with CP 
leaders who were favoring the right revisionist or 
ultra-left forces. 



At this point |~~h.sked what role CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 



was playing, polrt-ing out that Chicago seemed to, be 
doing a good job according to the Sunday Worker. 

MEYERS replied that LIGHTPOOT was leading the right ^^ 
revisionist forces in Chicago to some extent but j^^^ 

did not want to liquidate the Party. MEYERS said he 
felt LIGHTFOOT was playing both sides at the present 
time but would eventually be brought back to the 
thinking of the national leaders. 



then asked whether WILLIAM PAa?TERSON was a 

right revisionist. MEYERS replied that WILLIAM 
PATTERSON was all right, although he did not see eye 
to eye on all things with the rest of the national 
leaders . 

MEYERS' then took out a 7 or 8 page statement, which 
he said had been drawn up by CARL WINTER regarding 
the "12 Party Statement." MEYERS said while in New 
York at a hotel the previous weekend^, a group had 
gotten together and discussed WINTER 'a statement, 
MEYERS said that he had not read it himself at the 
time but after reading it at a later date felt 
that he must agree with its content. He said the 
District Board should read and discuss WINTER'S 
statement. 

MEYERS then gave the CARL WINTER statement to 
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, instructing her to p ass it o n to 

who was in turn to give it to I ~l 

MEYERS then picked up th e Norther n California 



"ksking him to return 



statement and gave it to [ 

it on the following Wednesday. 

MEYERS then said that the National Committee would 
soon start taking action on CP leaders locally who 
were not carrying out the role of the Party as laid 
out by the nat ional leaders. MEY ERS pointed out that 
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]was not abiding by 



in New Jersey, , , _ - 

Party principles and telling people that the present 
name and tovm. of the Party should not be maintained. 
MEYERS said that the national leaders had set up a 
body to deal with this type of situation, but that the 
group had been bogged down due to ideological differences 
in New York with the JOHN GATES forces. 

MEYERS then said that one of the national leaders 
was supposed to go to Illinois and determine what 
LIGHTPOOT was doing, and MEYERS said LIGHTPOOO? was 
apparently holding back some information. 

MEYERS then said that in the local area the situation 
was not as bad as in New Jersey, although 
was trying to liquidate the Party. 

MEYERS then read a letter from EUGENE DENNIS 
pointing out that the National Executive Committee 
had ordered an Eastern Regional Conference to be held 
May 17-18, 1958, which was to start at 1:00 PM,. 
May 17, 1958, and end 4:00 PM, May I8, 1958. MEYERS 
said the NEC wanted as many rank and file members 
to attend as possible, as well as two District 
Board members. 



bb 
hlC 



MEYERS said he had talked to l I 

attending the confensnce, and after some th ought 
had decided that I b hould go with j H to New 



York, 
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] asked what the conference concerned. 



MEYERS replied that they were going to discuss 
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the unemployment situation and rebuilding the party. 



At this point [ 
he could go since 
May 17, 1958. MEyERS 



said that he did not know whether 
he planned to meet his brother on 

3 then became very angry, and 

pointed out that all District Board members had to 
accept responsibility and that he could not go to 
New York on two successive weekends.] |then recon- 
sidered and said he would go to New York. 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



MEYERS then stated that on his 
he had made arrangements for^ 

lAM 



last visit to New York 
Ito meet with BEN 



mVTsT .TAMER JACKSON. WILLIAM PATTJiKSON and possibly 



METERS th en said that he was returning $50.00 to| 

I Isince before going to New York he had stopped 



'by I '"^ to pick up the $2 50.00 to be given to the 
national leaders and | \ ciB.a no change. 

then asked MEYERS what his expenses had been. 
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METERS replied that the National Committee had paid for 
his traveling expense to New York which was $30.00, 
but he still claimed an a dditional $20.00 from the 
District for lost wages. | [ then gave him the 
$20.00 for the lost wages. 



]and 



MEYERS then proposed that $50.00 be given to . 

I [ for their trip to New York, pointing out that the 

national leaders in New York would take care of lodgings. 



.then gave l ~| $50.00 for his and_ 

ana asiced whether that would be sufficient. 



expense 



to see the 



METERS then said that he had told^^ 

national leaders since they owed the District_J20.00, 
and if there were any additional expen£K.3, | [ was to 
use that $20.00." 



b6 
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then asked for the day's pay which he would lose 
Decause of having to go to New York, and | [ said 
it would be paid him upon his return. 

METERS then pointed out to I I that he could also 
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claim the loss of his day's pay. I I replied that 
he would have to estimate the sum and would advise 
them at a later date. 

MEYERS then passed out the District Board leaflets to 
all present and instructed them to start distribution, 



bo 
' b7C 
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ana 



at this point took out sme-jdE-literature bills 

started to give them to | J She stated, 

however, that he should hold on to them, pointing out 
that they were paid up to date for literature and 
with the treasury recently depleted, they had better 
keep some money' on hand. 
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MEYERS then said that 



should not worry about 



the treasury since he was arranging for the treasury 
to be brought up to the sum of |l, 000.00 to $1,500.00 
in the near future. 



They then decided that the nex t Distr ict Board meeting 
would be held May 26, 1958, at | 



residence. 



The group then descended to the kitchen and had coffee. 

The group then decided that the leaflet prepared by 

the District Board should be discussed in all sections 

and clubs and arrangements then made for distribution 

in Northwest Baltimore, East Baltimore and South Baltimore. 



I I asked why distribution should take place in 
South Baltimore since they had no CP club in that 
section. MEYERS replied that that was true, but that 
most of the people living in South Baltimore were 
working class people and would be interested in the 
leaflet since it pertained to the welfare of working 
class people. 

The mAO'f.-tncr j-.HAn Anr»<ari about 12:00 Midi-light, and 
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MEYERS, 



left at about 12:10 AM." 



This memo has been compared with the informant « s original 
statement and it is accurate in substance. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM- UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SIBJECT 



SAC, BALTIMORE 



DATE: 6/11/58 



SA ROBERT C. NORTON 

INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BY SECUrilTy INFORMANT 



b7D 



The documentation for this information is as follows: 



Identity Date of Activity 

of and/or Description Date 

Source of Information Fum. 



Agent 



Location 



^wno nas 
furnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past) 



CP Eastern Regional 

Conference 

5/18/58 



5/22/58 



ROBERT C. 

NORTON 

(written) 



CARE SHOIJLD BE USED IN REPORTING THIS 
INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE IDENTITY 
OF THE INFORMANT MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED 



The following report should he read in -conjunction with informant's 
report of the 5/17/58 meeting of the CP Eastern Regional Conference, 
which also took place at CP Headquarters, 23 West 26th Street, 
New York City, 

Regarding the figures "900" and "670" referred to on page 4 of 
the report. Informant or ally advised on 5/20/58 that. he had 
learned from ] | on 5/18/58 that these numbers^ referred 
to industrial acciviTiy oy the CP, .. .-. 



The text of the informant's statement 



'^ Of -lo k '^'iy. 



cc«s: i\M^ 

1 - New Haven (REGISTERED MAIL) /- 

ORGANIZATION 
1 - Washington Field (REGISTERED MAIL) 

ORGANIZATION, MD.-DC 
1 - San Francisco (REGISTERED MAIL) 

MICKEY LIMA 
cc?s continued on page lA 

RCN:dmo < 

(60) ^pfio 




BALTIMORE, MD. 
JUNE 11, 195g>^ 




.^'■' 
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cc's: (cont'd) 

2 - Chicago (REGISTERED MAIL) 

CLAiraE LZOHTPOOT 

FACTIONAIiISM 
2 - Cleveland (REGISTERED MAIL) 

ORGANIZATION 

HYMAN LUMER 
2 - Pittsburgh (REGISTERED MAIL) 

ORGANIZATION 

STEVE NELSON 
5 - Boston (REGISTERED MAIL) 

ORGANIZATION 

MJNDS 

UNSUB (3 copies) 
7 - Philadelphia (REGISTERED MAIL) 

ORGANIZATION 



9 - 



FACTIONALISM 
UNSI© (4 copies) 
Newark (REGISTERED MAIL) 
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PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
UNSUB (5 copies) 
New Yo rk fREQIST^R ED MAIL) 



.^'' 




INIS 

ARNOLD JOHNSON 
BEN DAVIS f 
BOB THOMPSON 
mSUB: MALE NEGRO 
UNSUB (4 copies) 
CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

11 - Baltimore 

100-10584 

100-12412 

100-12206 

100-1560 

100-3021 

100-13347 

100- 

100- 

100-12464 
_ioq-4qqo 




[DUSTRY 



ORGANIZATION, QF, USA 
PACTIONALir 
MBERSHtP* 

COMINPIL UAW 

COMINPIL USA-CIO 

WATERI^ONT 

PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS 



mm Davis 

EUGENE DENNIS 
ARNOLD JOHNSON 
BOB THOMPSON 
MICKEY LIMA 
ORGANIZATION, MD.-DC 
mLTIMDRE DIV,, MD,-DO 
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"Baltimore, Maryland 
Bfey 22, 1958 

A CP Eastern Regional Conference meeting was held on 
May 18, 1958, at 23 West 26th Street, New York City. 
The persons present at that meeting were the same persons 
with some exceptions who had attended the May 17th Eastern 
Regional Conference meeting, and have been described by 
the writer in his report on the May 17th meeting. The 
exceptions at the second meeting are as follows: 

BENJAMIN DAVIS and BOB THOMPSON along with an unidentified 
Negro CP member did not attend the second meeting. Also 
not in attendance at the second meeting were a 50 year old 
man from New Jersey who wore glasses, and a man whom the 
writer believed to be from Connecticut who in the report 
on the May 17th meeting was described as having been with 

I at the entrance to the CP Headquarters prior to be 
the beginning of the May 17th meeting. In attendance at b7c 
the second meeting was a person who had not been in 
attendance May 17th, This man was a Negro, 40 to 45 
years of age, 6' tall, 180 lbs., heavy build, and partially 
bald. He had light complexion and appeared to be of foreign 
extraction rather than an American Negro, During the 
meeting this man exchanged correspondence with ARNOLD 
JOHNSON and HYMAN LUMER, and appeared to be well acquainted 
with both of them. 

At about 10:35 AM, EUGENE DENNIS brought the meeting to 
order, and the Negro comrade from Philadelphia who had 
been Chairman of the May 17th meeting once again took 
over the chair. 

The Chairman then called upon DENNIS, who stated that he 
was substituting for BOB THOMPSON who was ill, and that 
he intended to read THOMPSON'S report. 

DENNIS then spoke on the role of the CP in the past, of 
the losses in CP members, and the necessity of rebuilding 
the Party, He spoke of factional groups and attacks upon 
the CP by the government. In speaking of a group of CP 
members in California who had resigned from the CP, he 
indicated that MICKEY LIMA had neglected his responsibilities 
in that area. He further pointed out that right revisionists 
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and ultra-left forces were working in Illinois and 
criticized CXAUDE LIGHTFOOT for not handling that 
situation properly. He said that in New York both 
right revisionist and ultra-left forces were operating, 
and that recently the ultra-left group had held a meeting 
with 60 Party members present, and that a motion had been 
made at that meeting for CP members to disassociate 
themselves with the Party. DENNIS said as a result of 
that motion, 23 of the 60 resigned from the CP and turned 
their support to the ultra-left group. DENNIS indicated 
that the situation in New York was dangerous to the Party, 
and that he did not believe that either the right or 
ultra-left groups intended to maintain a struggle to 
bring about Socialism. 

At the conclusion of his talk, DENNIS indicated that the 
Party had about 6,000 members. 

After a requ est from the Chairman for discussion, a man 
named l [ from Boston asked whether the report was the 
thinking of BOB THOMPSON or EUGENE DENNIS alone. DENNIS 
replied that the report was THOMPSON'S, but the thinking 
in the report was partly THOMPSON'S, partly his, DENNIS'S, 
as well as a majority of the National Committee and National 
Executive Committee, 

At this point there was a ten minute recess, which took 
place about 11:30 AM, and discussion was resumed at 
11:40 AM. 

A Philadelphia CP member, who indicated he was affiliated 
with the industrial workers, said that he supported 
THOMPSON'S report. He said the situation in Philadelphia 
was getting worse because of the fact that the national 
leaders had not drawn up a program after the national 
convention , 

I I from Philadelphia then pointed out that the 

CP in Philadelphia was divided with the various sections 
having different ideas so far as rebuilding the Party was 
concerned, and they were confused as to what program to 
adopt. 

A woman from New Jersey, about 40 years of age with a 
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heavy build, said that in New Jersey the Party was heginning 
to rebuild and they had Dine sections set up. She indicated 
that there was some activity, and pointing to some leaflets 
in her hand indicated that these were being put out to 
support political candidates in New Jersey. She said 
factional groups in New Jersey had created a bad situation, 
and that it was difficult to get the old timers to return 
to the Party to say nothing of new recruits. She said that 
the District Board was set up in New Jersey, and operating 
on a small scale, 

A short man from Massachusetts, about 35 years of >age, then 
indicated that his area had been authorized to put on a full- 
time functionary. 

At this point in the meeting, which was about 1:00 PM, the 
Chairman announced that lunch would be served on the second 
floor, and the group had lunch and came back to the meeting 
room about 1:40 PM. 

After lunch an unidentified CP member, a white man from 
New York, brought a blackboard to one end of the room and 
wrote "900" and then wrote "670." 



and stated that the l^^ 



then turned to . 

person at the blackboard was giving a report on the 
situation in New York. 

The person at the blackboard then pointing to "900" 
indicated that that was the number of CP members registered 
to date, and pointing to "670" indicated that was the 
number to be registered and included former CP members 
and recruits. 

The person at the blackboard then marked down "2" and 
next to it "print," Below that he wrote "7" and next to 
it "district." He then indicated by pointing that seven 
districts were operating in the state. The person at the 
blackboard then erased everything and wrote "M&y Day" and 
next to it "1000," He then indicated that 1000 persons 
influenced by the CP had attended the May Day rally. 

After erasing, the person at the blackboard wrote down 
"auto" and "steel" and beside it "3000." He then indicated 
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by pointing that the OP had contact with that many persons 
in both industries, and although the Party could not say 
that even one- third of these persons were CP members, he 
could say they were all sympathetic to CP policies and 
programs, and he would explain later as to why these persons 
could not come out openly in the backing of CP programs. 

The person at the blackboard after erasing that which had 
been written down then wrote "longshore" and "Dock News. 
He then indicated by pointing that in the area of New York 
the CP was playing a tremendous role among the longshore 
group and was putting out the publication, "Dock News. 
He then indicated pointing to longshore that they were in 
contact with that group, and then he wrote down Staten 
Island" and pointed to it. The person at the blackboard 
then pointing to "Staten Island" indicated that the Party 
had prospects for future members in that area. The person 
at the blackboard then erased everything written down and 
wrote "cultural" and indicated through pointing that the 
CP could play a great role among the "cultural. 

After erasing what had gone before, the person at the 
blackboard wrote "Un-American" and through references in 
his talk indicated that he was referring to the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. He indicated tnat 
the "3000" which he had mentioned earlier were in fear of 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities, and that 
the only way for the CP to overcome its isolation would 
be to mobilize forces against the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities. 

HYMAN LUMBR later on during the afternoon indicated that 
the circulation of the publication "Political Affairs had 
to be pushed since there were only 5000 readers, 

who was driving a car with New Jersey plates. 
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then told the group that he had formerly been a ^ff^^^^^^. 
the State Committee and had resigned because of ideological 
differences . 

A crippled woman from New York, who had braces on her 
legs, then went to the blackboard and wrote "600 and 
at the end of her talk wrote "10." It was not clear from 
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her talk as to what she was referring to with regard to 
those numbers she had wr;.tten down. 



]from Baltimore 



Towards the end of the meeting, . , 

made a motion that the persons present should return to 
their districts and utilize their forces to rebuild the 
Party, and that another conference should be called in 
three to four months to determine the gains that had been 
made. This motion was passed unanimously. 

The meeting was ended at about 3:50 PM, 



he 

b7C 



After the meeting. 



with New Jersey plates, wnicti car contained 
I l as passengers, " 



was seen driv ing a ca r 

and 



This memo has been compared with informant's original statement 
and it is accurate in substance. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 
FROM 



SAC, BALTIMORE 



SA ROBERT C. NORTON 



SUBJECT: INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BY SECURITY INFORMANT 



DATE: 6/12/58 



b7D 



The documentation for this Information is as follows: 



Identity 

of 

Source 


Date of Activity 
And/or Description 
of Information 


Date 
Furn. 


Agent 


Location 




5/17/58 


5/21/58 


ROBERT C, 

NORTON 

(Written) 




1 1 




(Who has 


ftirnished 
reliable 
information 
in the past) 





CARE SHOULD BE USED IN REPORTING THIS 
INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE IDENTITY 
OF THE INFORMANT MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED 

In speakin g of Local 65 in instant report, it is believed 



was referring to the Retail, Wholesale and. Department 



Store Union which is mentioned in the 6/I/58 issue of The Worker, 

IS f o] 

iRCHEO „_ 



The text of the informant's statement is as follows^: . ^ ^ / /^^ 



cc»s: 

2 - Wewark r^mTCTTOTCn MATT.^ 

100- 

100- 




)0-. 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 



SECURITY MEASURES >^ 
New Yo rk tREGISTERED MAILJI } 



UNSIBj WHITE FEMALE 




\ 



PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS 
DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION MATTERS 
FACTIONALISM 
FUNDS 

LABOR POLICY 

COMINFIL RETAIL, WHOLESALE 
& DEPT, STORE UNION 



:>,,SEE NE5CT PAGE FOR BALTIMORE COPIES 
* 'llCN:sm (\ . i 

(40) jr('^ 




cc's: 

26- Baltimore 

100-10584 

100-12412 

100-12206 

100-8755 

100-13279 

100-12471 

100-764 

100-12537 

100-10135 

100-5918 

100-4830 

100-12564 

100-11936 

100-10803 

100-8422 

100-12076 

100-10975 

100-8306 

100-12266 

100-1710 

100-160 

100-12464 

100-4090 

100-11640 



eM«MHaBOi»aa;fi 
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ORGANIZATION, MARYLAND - D*C. 
BALTIMORE DIVISION, MARYLAND - D.O. 
FUNDS 

ERSHIP 
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"Baltimore, Maryland 
May 21, 1958 



The following r eport concerns a visit by 

and l I CP District Board members for tne CP 
District which includes Maryland and Wa shington, D. C, 

to the home of I Mew York CP 

jpesiaence J I 






members^ at the 

where they have a second floor front apartment, 
visit took place May 17 > 1958. 



The 



^left CP Headquarters^ 23 West 26th 

Str eet. M ew York City, about 6:35 PM and walked to 
Jresidence a-bont gQ minutes latey > Upon 



the[ 

arrival they f oiond [ 



and their 



daughter, age 8, at home. Also in the apartment was 
a young white woman, age 25-30, tall and slender, with 
brown hair and light eyes. From conversation later on 
in the evening it was determined th at this woman live d 
in th e apartment directly above the I I 

[ mentioned during the evening that the woman worked 
as an estimator and made a good salary but spent it 
mostly oh liquor since she was a heavy drinker. 

The group had a a ^f^lal dlsGugsr^ on until supper time 

got dressed to go out. 
.rs to the young woman's 



and after supper,^ 

After dressing, sAs wsnr upsta: 

apartment with her daughter, and the young woman leaving 
about 8:50 PM. 

After the women left, 
the li ving room which 
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went to a room off 
contained books and records and 



showed ! I a leaflet which he claimed the 

CP in New York had prepared for distribution. The 
leaflet pointed out that numerous buildings in 
New York did not have proper fire escapes. 
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I I then mentioned that when he and his wife had 
moved from B altim ore^ they had been under^ surveillance 
by the FBI. | [ then mentioned that he knew several 
people who were als.o under surveillance by the FBI. 



Ithen mentioned that he had received CP literature 

rgom i I then said that the Ultra-Left 

forces in New York City were pretty well under the 
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control of I fc ^ho had about 60 followers. I I ^^c 



said there were_amifi_£lisagreements among these bO" 
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people despite] | control. 



]then said that he himself had been a member of 



the Ultra-Left group before the prese nt lea dership 

in the national CP had been elected. | I sald he 

had become angry with the Ultra-Left group when I I 

had made a motion at a "meeting to the effect that 

anyone who was three months in ar rears i n his CP dues bo 

would be expelled from the group, ! I sai d that t his 



b7C 



motion had be en aim ed directly at him since 



)een axm 



knew that he, I I was behind in his dues. 



that he had fought | | on this issue and had 
finally left the group. 



]said 



I said he was definitely opposed to the Ultra-Left 
forces because they wanted to sue unions on behalf 
of screened seamen who were unable to get their union 
books • 



Following a conversation between [ regarding 

sales methods, | [ mentioned that; ne oeionged to 



Local 65 which included truck drivers, store workers, 
salesmen and cafeteria workers among its members, 
I I said the union member ship amounted to 70,000 
people in New York. | [ said that there were CP 
members in the union who were truck drivers, salesm en, 
retail store workers and cafeteria workers. | | 
said that these CP members were successful in recruiting 
additional members in the union, and CP members were be 
aotive in the union in carrying out an agitation program. b7c 



]said that CP members in Local 65 had been able to 



get a lot of things done and in particular mentioned 
that leaflets had been drawn up and distributed to 
union members. 

I I then asked whether in distributing llt.^rature 
did t he EBI or the police department interrere. 

I [ replied that they had never been interfered 
wren, although they had noted from time to time that 
persons in the crowd were observing them. 



Isaid that as long as they were not interfered with 

^3- 



# 



they did not care and would continue to pass out 
their leaflets. 

Social dis cussion follow ed \mtil about 2:10 AM, at 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Which time 



]re turned. 



in the CP> andl 



I how lo ng he ha d been a leader 
Jbold her that ] I had been a 



leader since the State Convention of the previous year. 



]then told[ 



had taken place at the home of [ 
recently. 



b bout the tragedy th at 



in the CP. [ 



then asked whether 



]was still 



replied tha t the Party had had some 



difficulty with I | in that a number of people 
had accused him of being a Government inf ormant 
and the Party had cut off activities with 



bo 
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, then mentioned that lo ng before s he 

and her h usband had left Baltimore 3 1 | had 



suspected [ 



]of being an informant, but that 



she had disagreed because her husband neve r had anything: 
concrete on which to base this suspicion. 



then said that while the CP had to be careful, CP 
members should not accuse each other without reason. 



]then commented while in Baltimore the 



situation had become so bad that she herself had 
almost fallen into the trap of being suspicious of 
everyone . 



I I then asked about 

whether he was still a CP leaderT 

I I was supposed to be a District C ommit tee member 

but had only attended a few meetings. I I said that 



t 



"land 
] r^^iied that 



bo 
b7C 



Baltimore . 



]was leading the right revisionist r*roup in 



E 



Ithen asked about [ 



] and when 



said they hadn't seen him recently, 
Tstated that on his last visit to Baltimore 



which had taken place in February, he had had a long 
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ctlsousslon wlthL 



I said that 
Hhad comm ented on the manner in whloh 



and 



Isaid from 



"had discharged 
Jie got the 



impr e s sifiiLJChat 



Par ty people i n the Baltimore area thought that 

andl had been wrong i n their manner of firing 

]s 



[said that ] p fas supposed to be a 



progressive but apparen-cj.y nad changed. 
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then said that[ 



he Intended to punch [ 
the next tim e he 

was in jail, I 

Philadelphia to 
his residence. 



]said that 



I in the nose 



saw him because while l_ 

I had brought two Negroes from 



1 home and had taken over 

Jsaid that one of these two 

Negroes later turned out to be a police department 
informant. 



[ 



the Party and [ 
sure. 



]asked whether 



| was still in 
replied that they were not 



] asked about [ 



~] replied 

that a lot of people disassociated themselves with the 
CP in Baltimore following the House Committee on Un- 
American AQtlvlt iea he arings which had, taken Plagg — 
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{aid at that time[ 



in May of 1957. , , ,__ 

had been a Committee-at-Large member, but following 
the receipt of a subpoena to appear before the HCUA 
had quit the Party. 



then asked about [ 



replied that since the HCUA hearings, 1 



had been In and out of the Party, at timgs_eaying 

dues and at other tlm^ refusing to pay. | 

he did not know her present status. 



said 



|a sked whether [ 



CP member. 

same question, 

him to have been a mem 



t\ irned 
an<f 



to 



re^^^S 



mbs£^ 



that he never knew 
then said that to the 

best of his knowledge, | |had been a CP dues 

paying member up to the time he had been subpoenaed 
before the HCUA in May of 1957. ^said that he felt 



i 



I wa s still a 
and asked I I the 



b6 
b7C 



«Mt T** 



b7D 



that at the present stage I I was being careful 
and was "possibly" st-ill paying dues but if so, only 
to GEORG E METERS or l - - - "l and that only 
I or MEYERS would know the true facts. 



agai nst 
that 



1 



then asked whether 



had reacted 

^ ?eplled 
had no such reaction so far as he knew 
and t na^; ne nad seen him several times since May of 



;Sig_QP following the HCUA hearings* F 

far as he 
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1957, r 



IwTbh 



pointed out that MEYERS an d others go to 



•CO give the 



legal problems, 
CP legal advice. 



and that 



continues 



"bhen pointed out t hat his wife. 



l and three others were planning 

to go to New York the following Friday to attend a 
Finnish affair and also to attend a PAUL ROBESON * 
concert. 



in tne rarty, and[ 



was still 



then as ked whe ther J" 

taske d whether he meant the man 



who was in Longshore • 
man who had been in the 



replied that he meant the 
Turniture workers union and 



had f ormerly been a membe r of the Sobell Committee* 
I I bhen said that|^ 



was still a member but was 



meeting only with GEORGE MEYERS and was not attending 
any affairs or OP group meetings. 



he 
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[ asked about, 

that he was still a GP member. 



Jceplied 



Thef 



Ibhen disclosed that they were unemployed. 



Jpointed out that her husband when he 

managed to get a job as a salesman, would lose it 
in short order because he kept telling the owners 
how to man their business. 



I I then said that he had been selling books for 
a period but had gotten into a disagreeme;-t with his 
partner and had quit. 

The group finally went to bed about 4:00 AM." 

This memo has been compared with the informant's original 
statement and it is accurate in substance. 



mmQmt 



■•t^ 



6/12/58 




AIRTEL 

t 

Director, FBI (100-3-69) 

SAC, Pittsljurgh (100-8973) C I N A L 

CP - USA, GRGANIZiOJION 
^IS - G 

Re Philadelphia airtel to Biifeau 6/9/58 captioned "GP-OSA, 
Factionalism,^ 

Care should be exercised in the utilization of the following 
information in order to protect the identity of the source: 



Bos ton ( 100-20779 ) ■ ( CP-OSA, 
Newark (100-4284) (CP- 
New Haven (100- 
New York {m^ 



3 - Bureau (SM) 
1 — 
,1 - 
1 - 

. 1 
■. 1 

i 
1 
1 

■••■1" 

' i 

1 

5 « 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
18 . 

'1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
irSA, ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
) (CP-USA, ORGANIZATION) (RM) 



100-2382- 

100-8057 

- lGO-16021 

- 100-27452 

- 100-26018- 

- 100-86624 

- 100-80638 

- 100-80640 

- 100-80641 
Philadelphia 

- 100-33150 

- 100-31723 

- 100-38020 

- 100- 

- 100- 
• Pittsburgh 

- 100-1576 

- 100-269 

- 100-1763 

- 100-4003 

- 100-3443 



BENJAMIN PAVIS, JR«, #19-1 

EUGENE DENNIS, #19-1 

ARNOI© JOHLISON, #r-2 

R0BER1- THGI^SON, #19-1 

LOUIS WEINSTGCK, #19-2 , 

GP-USA, BJTERNATIONAL RELATIONS, - #19-1 

CP-USA> MEllBERSHIP, #19 

eP-USA,;NEGRO QUESTION, #19-1 

CP^USA, ORGANIZATION #19-1 

(RM). , . 

CP-USA, FACTIONALISM 

CP-trSA. ORGANIZ ATIGI^ 
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BENJAMIN CAREATHERS 
SfBVE HELSQN 



(copies 



continued ) 



aPG 100-8973 



1 « 100-2443, 
1 - 100-7763, 

1 - 100-907t, 
1 - 100-8496i, 

1 - 100-92S$i 
1 w i00-903ii - 
1 - 100-8664i 

1 « i00-8995i. 
1 -: 100=»8654i 

1 ^100.-8531, 
1 - 10p-12535i 
1 - 100-13158, 



ERCsmss 
(38) 
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GP^USA^ FAQ^iONALISM 

CP -* USA FUNDS 

CP- USa/ INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Of-USAi EEaiSLATITE ACTIVITIES 

MEiBER^IP- 

NEGRO' QUESTION 

FABfPHLETS AND PUBLICATIONS 

POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
INDEPENDENT VOTERS LEAGUE ■ 
ClNkL , . 



CF-USAi' 
CP-USAi 
CP="USA, 
CP-USA, 



- 2 - 



SQ 100«8973 



£fLJi£8=S» (reliable - ©on©eal) on 6/II/58 adV'ised[ 



.that a Meetin g was held ©n the evening of that -date 

at -the residence ofT 



HELSOH,--. 
ing- members- 
were in- 



] Pittsburgh 6, Pa» at, iifeich STEVl 



] 



eP of W@st@m Pennsylvania* and the f ollow- 
the • B ^&triefc- -Boajpd , G E • of 'Western- Pennsylvania 

I BKW.TAMTM nflBF,flTORfiS. 



[ 



J 
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was selected as chairman at this meeting. 



STETE NELSON commented alaoofe, a banquet h eld at Philadelphi a^ 
Pa» *on Saturday, 6/7/58 at which he and' I I 

Were in^atten^sosSii He stated that about 150 people were, 

Iwere there 1 atnd that 



3 



present I that 

he wished that they could -get that many people together at 
Pittsburgh. He stated that one psr^n- at the banquet .. 
remarked that the Social Democrats in Finance have sold out 
the working class and NEI^ON then added his personal opinion 
that maybe this is true but the problem is- not that but is 
what we (ep)- are doing about it, (It is noted that -NELSON 
at this meeting did hot coaanent upon the -meating scheduled 
to be held 6/8/58 at " Philadelphia, Pa, referi»ed to in re 
Philadelphia airtel), 

NELSON then discussed an article which had recently appeared - 
in "The Pittsburgh -Press ^'* a Pittsburgh, Pa. daily newspaper ^ 
which concerned a bill pending in Congress -which -would allow 
the various states to take precedence in their subversive 
laws over the laws of the .Federal government. He stated 
that they should send out -a mailing in- the- name- of one of 
the committees to the three ©r four thousand individuals 
available t© them in order to have those individuals . write 
to their congressmen and senators requesting that they vote 
against the bill, NELSON stated that they have to work 
fast sfeice the bill is out of the committee 1 that there are 
no unions that they (CP) can reach to help- ©rictttiSLti and that 
President EISENHOWER cannot afford to let this bill pass. 



stated that when something comes from a radical soxirce 

you are not going to get the people to do anything. He 
stated that they lave something here andv if it is handled 
properly it will take on a different character. He commented 
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that th©y isa¥® t© start out a- ^it@Jl -.ifjith the ao*i-iab©.r 
laws, 'the attacks ©jGriafe®4» ittd the ja'^^a?®- ^si^ple .'and then - 
^r±ng It aroiMd t® this law ife ©Mfe^, %.@"'ti@.'them all ■ 
together Into sm attack asalsast th©' people i . • 

■He" oommeiated thaf' they shosild tellJ the people to discuss - 
it am©s3ig theiKsel'res asid how .to tate© Mtlon hj iaf luencing 
and sup5o2°tiiag their tmi©»s'':iB th<§ilf> jstaad on- this- bill-; 

; ,. • • r -' •■■■-" 

I I stated th^t he nm^ Im: favor of fully 

esgploitiBg this and that he did,.i2ot -iee aay harm in- 
NE^ISON'B signing his name to siifeh a letter » - • - 

teiSON stated that they hive t4-"fig^e ©ut h©M they -can- -' 
get the;f©r@es'iffi0¥ing| thfet- they ©aai @©nta©t the- "Post 
Gazette^'" •a'l'ittsfettrgh^ Pa* daily Bewspaper, to-put out.. 
am editorial- "SiE!i©e they ha'^e a |)®i^t/and that they can " 
get the- "Pittsburg- Courier j,"' a .laailossal -weekly 'Newspaper 
published at Pittsburgh-,' Pa,, t^-lead ©ff the attack on 
the Suprerae- Court sizie® they have something to q^ote.' 
He stated • that he -will g© ,t©' tm '"f ©st ©asette"' to talk .. , 
it over with themj that ^^iMMEM CAEMfSHSS -©aa visit the' 
"Fittisburgh Courier"' whex'e he will see the religious 
editor to speak out ^ai?3(st the segregation 1^b$ 'and 
.that they d©~ not have to mention the fOTEfE} HEISON case, 
-'H^ added that if something- comes out alright they can 
go" ahead with fh.e wot?kg- that he ©an write a letter to .. 
the Quakers 'and I I in Philadelphia -who- may be 

•able to r©a©h some unioni&j and that he -will ■ also write 
to Boston, and Goimectieuto ■ He then i^kigd- how they could • 
get' to the , Attorney General of Fennsyli-asiia aS it would" ' 
help if he wot0.d issue a statement « NEISON -stated that 
they shoTAld address th^-r-- envelopes and obtain some 
mailing, material which will deal with the labor action,- 
civil rights,' equal rights and the Supreme Court i and that 
they -.egn set up a new committee to send them from- , 
i:ittsburgh. NEISON indicated that he might contact the 
professor of the local American Civil Liberties Union "who 
- cspld; get out a statement and that they should., have 
some of their -(CF) people write- pes^s^iKi" letters-t?r-the±r- 
congressmen. He conclaided by stating that they have 'to 
aQt fast to send something out but that it should not be 
from the- '"-left o«» 

» 4 - 



b6 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 



K 



m 100^8973 



lEie next t©pic' bn the agenda eoiseenaecl the Indepsejsdent 
Votes?® League mi mi^m stated that they -shouid,- 
select a subcommittee to go ihr@^^L:^.life list pf ■ ■ 
people t© s.ele@t 100 todividmls .-f h© could ^be invited i> 
which of course would 'res^Jt in an attendance of about 
25. peTB0BS$ that I I ©an go ©ffer.the foreign 



hornlMm^mi Committee for jprofeectlon .^f Foreign Bom)i 
thai; I l ean sign -the ;-""«=pai3sa^7 ©ali| thai they , be 

should do .this Isefore the elapse of to© isiuch time since ' hic 

the'^ pgiiiapr -g.tha.t the meet tog ean be held in 



1 



hotel I that 

are to be tlie' committee j -and that they 'should get'some- 
' thing within the next 10 daySo 

toLSON then, remarked that there were questions %eTt over 
from the 'last -meeting fheld 5/29/58 at -Pittsburgh) and ■. 
that theylil^ald /^©istiniie regarding these « Ee stated that 
he ..had given a brief summary /©f the conference fCP-^JSA" 
Eastern Seaboard Conference held 5/17 and I8/5&) and that 
they had had a report ©ri the-' elections « Se stated that 
on the s^®hd day of ti^.-@f)nferenee BM Bi.¥IS- reported 
on the matter which they called the fight for, the Party 1 

'that people spoke from the floor ©n this and that New- 
York was particularly prominent o NEI«SOM commented that 
(.LOUIS) "temSTOCE said he went out to register people -into 
the Party I .^hat there is a lot of uneniploym^nti that some 
people.'are coming back into the Party 1 but that New York 

■ha.s 'riot" increased its registration very much, 

''■■■'. ■ ■ . ' . ' " 

NELSON • stated that a comrade from New, Jersey commented 

that he did -not like the speech made by CorarM© ' {ARNOLD) 

JOMSON or tlire article which had appeared in "IShe Worker" 

mid.. challenged the attitude and why (KOBERT) THOMPSON 

had -said "of .course**' This ©omrM!^, asked how you can have- 

a- discussion ...if there is.no dissentione fhis individual. - 

.also" addressed part ©f his question to fEOr0EEB-) DENNIS 

who in ..turn m@,i© his usual type answer - 'that is^- you 

cannot pin 'him down on anything* - ' 

NELSON sfated^that his own feelings are that the line 

of. the fCF-USA l6th National) @®zavention is being 

reputiated- more every !<iay^« He stated that I I 

desired that he bring back about 10 copies of the conference 
proceedings but; when he went to the third floor of the 
national office -he was advised that none were available 

„ 5-„ 
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but coxxld probably^ foe feomght -els*et?hfi?ea So -added that 
as he-;s^es- it 'It is a-^ad -story ^h^t; the eoh¥ention 
policy 'is -being- re¥*erse€|. that hi m^s ix®t ;say that 
the coHY^ention' was right on -eTefytliiikg'althoiagh it was 
In the maini that BferseiBm* is a j^eietic^ and that they ^ 
should ; tackle ... these questions f bM. that the 12 party; 
statement^-waS' -adopted ^' on a vote of 2S ^o 32* He stated. ^ 
that he feels -v@ry badly -about -^ the cbnifereneei -i^hat 
he thinks they sh-^t0.d continue the fi^^- -within the 
party f^r^ the eonir^htion and that it Mil take the 
nexfe deoade to ; straighten this out In 'the world 
commtmist movement* 

KELSON' contjnued by stating that they are not going to 
accept the statements from the other - communis t^#ea?ties 
without examining them' in-- the li^ght of AmerieSri^^easperienees- 
and American policy i that they; have to face up to the 
fact that- th^ are isolated from- labor and the Me^o 
people I that things- are no longer- to be handled by a 
D^GJjOSE -let'teri an^ that they must come- -to their own 
conclusioia 'ds to what* shotild be done* He stated that 
$here is no rule es^cept by the dictatorship of the 
]^2^olitar4at| that when the, national committee by a slight 
yote^ passes-':0ver ^ important theoretical point. ,tiiey 
are over-riding the convention and forcing :tfaeir.'will u,^ 
o^ tlie' minority! and fehat^ the dise^ntion within th^ 
Party %s cheated by a few individuals 'forcing their, will 
on the remainder* KELSON stated that ^ they are not going 
to build any Communist Party in the U* So to deal with 
the unions/ and '^'Megro peoBle if they are, going to take ' '. 
orders- froni: the GP (IJSSE)* He added that he does not 
subscribe to- the theory that all wisdom comes from the' 
Soviet union o / I 



■ Istated that all comrades are solidly 

aligned' on NELSON «s side* 



J 



stated that he wants to mobilize the he 



Party to stand by the decisions of the convention* 
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At the conclusion of this meeting | k ommented 

that he would pay what money he has on the (literature) 
bill* ' , 

For ^ info* ^'" ' . . . ' . 
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^ 'J OFFICE lyDSMORMDUM . UNITED STATES GOVERHMEHT 

TO: SAC, CHICAGO (100-17769) DATE:6/S@/^. 

PROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-71+560) 

SUBJECT: CP,USA-PmiDS 
IS-C 

On 5/23/58, NY 69li-S-:J reported that he had conferred 
on the previous day with ROBERT THOMPSON, CP, USA Organizational 
Secretary, who advised the informant as follows: 

EUGENE DEMNIS will attend the CP,USA midwest conference 
to be held in Chicago on the week-end of May Si+th and 25th, 1953, 
While in Chicagcj DEHTNIS will talk to CARL WINTER and HELEN WINTER, 
to determine finally whether they are willing to accept Party 
posts in NYC. CARL WINTER has been offered the position of 
editor of "The Worker," and HELEN WINTER has been offered the 
position of administrative Recretary- .trea3urer of the GTj ' National 
Office, the post recently vacated by 
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THOMPSON, because of Illness, was unable to attend the 
recent East Co.ast CP conference. In evaluating the said 
conference, the CP leadership concluded that the conference had 
been "positive" rather than "negative" in that it refle cted " a 
trend "toward work," What was part icularlyiDfeswor thy was that 
many new and active people" attended the ponferencOo 



(100r-17769)(RM) 

)(CP, USA FUNDS) 

USA- ORGANIZATION) 

) ( CP , USA I"1EI4BE::SHIP ) ( RM) 
)(HY LUMER)(RM) 



2-Chicago 
(1-100- 

(1-100-. )(CP, 
1-Baltlmore (100- 
1-Cleveland (100- 
2-Detroit (RM) 

(1-100 ' ) (HELEN WINTER) 
(1-100- ) (CARL WINTER) 

1-Newark (100- ) (CP,USA MEMBERSHIP) (RM) 



liSNew 
1-New 
1-New 
1-New 
^l«New 
fiV^ew 
T-New 
1-New 
1-New 
1-New 
1-New 
1-New 
1-New 
1-New 



York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 
York 



13lj.-91 P&C (INVES)(6) 

100-2714-52) (ROBERT THOMPSON) ( 7-5) 

100-8057) (EUGENE DEl^fNIS) (7-5) 

97-169) ("THE WORKER") (7-1) 

100-8061|1) (CP, USA-ORGANIZATION) (7-5) 

100-80638) (CP, USA MEMBERSHIP) (7-5) 

100-50806) (GEORGE B. GaA.RNEY)(7-6) 

100-128813) (CP, USA PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS) (7-5) 

100-19679) (ISADO^E ¥0PSY)(7-5) 

100-21) (MO RKTING FRBIHBITH 7-1^ 

100r82522 ) [ 
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100-12831Ii-)(7-5) 
100-12831I|.)(7-5) 
l00-7ij.560)7'*5) 



] 
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What also was interesting and encouraging was that, 
according to reports from the New Jersey and Baltimore districts, 
a number of people who had left the Party during the past five 
years recently rejoined. Though these people were comparatively 
few in niombers, their return to the Party is an indication that 
mass resignations from the Party have ceased, and that the return 
to the Party of many who had resigned may be anticipated, 

THOMPSON is determined that mistakes iiaade in the past 
with respect to CP finances shall not be repeated^ Pursuant 
to an agreement, to be effective immedlatle'y, between the 
NY State GP leadership and THOMPSON representing the national 
leadership, funds of the NY State GP and the National office will 
become "a sustaining fund" controlled by "a treasurer and a 
committee." This "susl;aining fund" will not include the 
Reserve Pimd, which at the moment is non-existent* If, and 
when, there is any mo^ey in the GP Reserve Fund, THOMPSON would 
like NY 69l|,-S to control such funds, and "to advise the others 
engaged in the Reserve Fimd operation*" 

To date, the National office has received only tova? 
himdred dollars as its share of the money from the current 
national fund drive. Most of the GP districts have not as yet 
begun to collect for the said drive o 

GEORGE BLAKE GH'APiNBY has returned only #22. O OP > 00 o f 
the $80 .-000. in GP funds which he has been holding, a nd | | 
I ] has returned none of the ^^25^000*00 in Party money which b6 
he has. THOi^IPSON is of the opinion that CHARNEY and NORMAN will b7c 
tretain this money for the use of the "Right-Wing" group of which 
they are members. This group, which, nationwide, consists of 
between three huncired and four .hundred members, still have not 
reached agreement concerning what their political line should be^. 

The GP has received a request from "Marxist Review," 
that THOMPSON write an article on "Revisionism in the U^JA" and 
that HY LUMER write an article on "The Economic Situation in the 
USA." These articles will be written. THOMPSON identified "Marxis" 
Review", as "that new periodical published on the other side." 

NY 69i}.-S al30 conferred on 5/23/58, with ISIDORE WOPSY, 
who has been active in the CP Reserve Pimd as contact with donors^ 
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WOFSY was disturbed because he does not believe he will be able 
to retire from the Reserve Fund operation in June, 1958, as he had 
planned, and as EUGENE DEtlNIS had agreed that he might do. The 
difficulty is that as yet the Party has not found a replacement for 
him. 

Although WOPSY has no particular plans for the futvire, 
and has to find a new mejans of livelihood, he is anjcious to 
resign his post as soon as possible , He feels that if he 
should remain much longer in the Reserve Fund operation, he will be 
blamed for the chaotic condition of the Reserve Fvmd operation, 
WOFSY said he had been told that HSLEtT WINTER might come to NY to 
assume WOPSY «S financial operations. 

Regarding the "Preiheit" and»The "Worker," these papers 
have been "technically separated," For record purposes, JACK 
STACHEL has induced a few cloak makers to become record owners 
of "The Morning Preiheit," The technical separation of the 
papers has caused much ill-feeling since a financial accounting 
reflects that the "Preiheit" owes '5?he Worker" ?5l5,ooo.OO, 

Despite much "table-pounding," it had to be conceded that 
the "Preiheit", owed ''fhe "Worker" the aforesaid sum. 

Although the papers are scheduled to separate "in a 
physical sense," that is not possible now in view of the lack of 
funds. Temporarily both papers will continue -to operate at 35 E. 
12th St., where they occupy three floors and the basement. Neither 
paper has paid any rent recently to the management of the said 
building, as a resul^t of which the management is in a desperate 
financial situation, being imabte to meet the next mortgage payment 
and facing possible foreclosure proceedings. 

After a sepa ration of the aforesaid papers in "a physical ^g 
sense," | I print-shop manager, is scheduled to be assoc b7c 

ted exclusively with ^The Morning Preiheit." 
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TO s SAG, St. Louis (100-5238) 

FROM s SA WALTER A, HILSENDORF 

SUBJECTS SOCIALIST WORKERS PARfX 
STo LOUIS DIVISION 
IS - SWP 



lUM * UNITED STA^ffiS^OVERNMENT 

DATES 6/4/58 



On May 19^ 1958. 
statement personally? F^il&J //y 



Ifurnlshed the following 



b7D 



"Ifey l4th 1958 



"I am turning over to you the following correspondence 
& literature received by mail 



"letter dated 4/22/58 from 
letter dated 4/2^58 from 
letter dated 4/21/58 from 

Reed 4/23/58 
letter dated 4/28/58 from 

Reed 4/30/58 , 

letter dated 4/29/58 from I 

NO^ NY Reed 5/6/58 
Circular - Pioneer Publishers 

Reed 5/5/58 



n NO, NY Reed 4/25/58 
Wo, WY T?eyd 4/28/58 
NO^ NY 



NO^ NY 



Pub. 



'Negroes on the March' 



1 
1 
4 
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SL 100-'52^8 



Los Angeles 

;i - 100- 

1 - 100- 

1 - 100- 

[i - 100- 
San Franeisco 



(Instant) 
(RM) 



@ 



aCEl 



] 



Counter Int Prog) 
CT Membership) 



(1 - 

(1 - 

(1 - 

(1 - 

(1 - 

(1 - 

(1 - 

(1 - 

WAHsslp 
(25) 



100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 




Prog) 



New York 
[100^16 
100- 
100- 
lOQ:: 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 






Organization;) 



OP Membership) 

A. Richmond) Sea^^hed 

SWP) Seria^^ 



Count Int Pro) 



Indexed 
iPiled ~ 



&o^'^oc^'/4 



June 47^i««^ 
PBI^St o Lou: 



SEAIjeHED „. 



^-^ 
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"Circular - NY School of Social Science NY Reed 5/2/58 
Circular - See Worker.^ Party May Day Celebration NY 

Reed 5/2/58 
Pamphlet Purchasev'l from Pioneer Pub* ^Socialist 

Election Policy in 1958 « Reed 5/3/58" 

b7D 

I I also turned over the following exhibits which 
are listed above s 



(1) Letter signed by | | "Organigation 



Secretary" dated April 22 ^ 1958 at New York^ New York, directed 
"To All Locals and Branches o" This letter reads as follows s 

Attached is a copy of a news report which deals with 
the present state of the Communist Party throughout the country. 

Many of the observations in the attached report have 
been confirmed by reports we have received of defections which 
have occurred in the leadership and ranks of the CP following 
their recent national plenum • 

The California comrades report that some 40 members 
of the CP have recently left^ among them a number of prominent 
leaders. The following letter received from a friend inside 
the California CP organization throws some light on the conflict 
within the CP in Calif ornia s ^"^ 

"April 9, 1958 

"SWP 

77 Bradford St. 
San Francisco^ California 

"33ear Comrades ^^ 

"Because of the stagnant conditions within the 
•Oommunlts Party there have been practically no 
notewor'n^ activities since I last wrote to you. 
Now it looks like the big break may be taking place. 
I think that the straw that broke this camel ^s back 
has been the Holland Roberts campaign. The GP is in 
the embarrassing position of being forced to support 

„ 2 " 
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a CP member who has Joined forces x-^ith the SWP and 
has even allowed ^The ^irty Trotskyltes^ to serve on 
his campaign committee. Al Richmond said that it is 
an impossible situation for the GP to he in but they 
are forced to supports^ Roberts or be forever branded 
as a ^do-nothing party* ' 

"To add to the confusion^ three of the GP^s brightest 
stars^ Oleta Yates ^ Louise Lambert^ and Loretta Stacks 
have turned in their resignations and are going to 
circulate a petition calling for other GP members to 
follow their example « They apparently plan to start 
some type of a discussion group which will be made up 
of former CP members • It remains to be seen Just what 
will happen but it is a einch that the loss of these 
three CP members will be a tremendous blow to the CP. 

"IQl have to admit that your coup with Holland Roberts 
was a big and pleasant surprise even to me. It is 
great to be associated even though anonymously^ with 
an organization with the initiative and 'know-how^ to 
get things doneo 

"Comradely^ 

"A friend." 

«^ ■ 
If you have any information on similar developments 

about the CP in your lo<feality^ Wevwould appreciate .ve^^-iiueli 

receiving such information as soon as possible to enable us to 

compile an accurate record of what has been happening inside 

the GP since the Poster group took over the organization at the 

last plenum of the Communist Party in February o' 

Attached to | 1 letter is a reprint from an be 
article appearing in the New York Post April l6^ 1958 entitled b7c 
"Secret Red Audit Reveals Only 3^000 Are Left - by TED POSTONo" 
This article reads as follows? 

"The Communist Party U«>ScAo torn by internal dissension 
and riddled by mass resignations has plummeted to fewer 
than 3;>000 dues paying members j, an all-time loWj» The Post 
learned today. 
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"The drastic drop in membership — which John Gates ^ 
resigning Daily Worker editor had estimated last Jan. 10 
at «less than 7^000 ^ — v/as revealed in a nation-wide ' self- 
audit ^ of party registration^ ordered by the present Moscow- 
oriented leaders of the party. 

"According to high sources within the party ;, the 
secret census revealed s 

"The California Communist Party ;, which once supplied 
almost half of the national total membership^ is practi- 
cally non-existent today in the wake of the April 1 mass 
resignation of 26 of its most prominent leaders. 

"The Brooklyn CP unit^ which^ with 10^000 dues payers ^ 
once almost rivaled the whole California member ship ^^ has 
been unable to register 1^000 present members. The ^ audita 
has just past 800 there. 

"From these same sources ^ it was learned that The 
"Worker^ official CP weekend newspaper which succeeded the 
suppressed Daily Worker^ last January ;, has reneged on its 
promise to make compromise lump sum payiaents totalling 
$7^100 in severance pay to seven staff members- who left 
before and after Gates. It is faced with the possibility 
of court action by the Newspaper Guild of New York if the 
resigned employees appeal to the union. 

"The party leadership ironically^ at a time when 
Negro membership is at the lowest ebbj is now dominated 
by four Moscow-oriented stalwarts ^ three of whom are Negroes. 

"TTie present crisis of disintegration has developed 
rapidly since Gates and other supporters of a line 'inde- 
pendent^ from Moscow domination were practically forced 
out by the William Z. Poster faction in January. But the 
breakup had begun long before that, 

"Last October J, three of the Daily Worker *s most 
skilled staff members quit the paper <» and ceased active 
party participation on an understanding that they would 
be paid full severance pay^ up to six months salary ^r 
according to the Guild contract c 
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"Siey vjere Herbert Singer ^ city labor reporter 5 Robert 
Priedinan^ rewrite and makea;^ raan^, and Sally Kantor of the 
business office None has yet received the promised severance 
payo A lump sum payment of half that amount was finally 
agreed upon as a compromise^ but it has not been paid either. 

"Then in February, four of the Daily Worker <s best 
known writers followed Gates away from the paper under an 
agreement negotiated in bitterness^ by which they would 
have received three months^ salpry as severance pay ir^ead 
of the six months^ pay they sought^ 

"These were Alan Max^ satirical columnist and editorial 
writer; Lester Rodney, sports and feature writer; Abner ¥♦ 
Berry, columnist, editorialist, reporter and City Desk man; 
and Max Gordon, city and state affairs reporter. 

-'Of the seven ex-Worker staff members, six have witia- 
drawn from all party activity upon leaving the Daily Worker, 
this newspaper learned; the seventh supports them in demands 
for the $7,100 lump sum payments o 

"The week-end Worker, officially run by William Lo 
Patterson but directed in actuality by Benjamin Jo Davis, 
former City Councilman, has pleaded inability to make a 
lump sum payment, but has reduced the total due to $4,600 
through payments to IndlviduaLis ranging from $350 to $900 ♦ 

"The group met recently. The Post learned, and dis- 
cussed the possibility of filing a complaint with the 
Newspaper Guild unless the full amount of the compromise 
agreement is paid* 

"Much of the resentment of this group — and of several 
other workers whose paydays have been skipped but who have 
remained in the party —is a wide spread belief that the 
Communist Party still has hundreds of thousands of dollars . 
in cash which could be used to meet such current expenses. 

"Much of this money was raised and put in the hands 
of trusted individuals, they contend, while several Communists 
convicted under the Smith Act were fugitives hiding out here 
and in other countries. 
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"2 One man alone ^ ^ one of these critics charged recently^ 
^^had $200^000 in cash. This money has not been returned 
for regular pu3?poseSo Another had $30^000.^ 

"The most immediately available cash;, they contend^ 
is held by the Brooklyn unit of the party which is be-- 
lieved to have $150^000, This unit is controlled by 
Charles Loranan^ one of the three Negroes now believed 
dominant in control of the party. 

"The others are Davis and James E. Jackson^ Jro^ 
the party's top Southern organiser^ who skipped bail after 
his Smith Act conviction in 1951 as a second string 
Communist leader^ but who surrendered to Justice Dept. 
officials here in 1955. 

"Technically^ Foster is the titular leader of the 
completely' dominant pro-Moscow faction in ;the party o But^ 
insiders say the real power is being wielded now by Davis ^ 
Jackson^ Lowman and Eugene Dennis^ who was once Party 
Secretary. 

"'Any one who challenges any decision of this group ^ ' 
one dissident said^ 'is immediately branded as a "white 
chauvinist" and automatically discredited, Davis used this 
tactic on Gates in the Daily Worker fight and it is even 
more effective today o* 

"Patterson^ who directs the Worker^ .is a veteran 
Negro Communist • With Davis 'advising' he is in practi- 
cally complete charge of the paper since Si Gerson^ who 
was once appointed executive editor to 'ride herd' on 
the dissident Gates ^ and Ao B^ Magil^ the foreign editor 
who succeeded the resigning Joe Clark^ left the Worker on 
March 15 » 

"Although neither Gerson nor Magil has been active 
recently, neither is believed to have quit the party. 

"The heaviest loss in party membership, however, fol- 
lowed the mass resignation April 1 of 26 California leaders, 
several of whom are still fighting Smith Act convictions* 
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"They Included Oleta Yates 0^ Connor j, Frank Carlson^ 
Louise Todd^ Donald Wheeldi:i of the People ^s Worlds 
Official West Coast GP organ^ and Celeste Straek^ once 
regarded as the party's most brilliant political scientist, 

"Although there was no visible connection between 
Gates and these West Coast leaders^ they also demanded 
more * independence « on the part of American Communists 
and less domination by Moscow* 

"Similar mass defections of party members were re- 
ported by the ^ audit ^ in Minnesota and Illinois^ the third 
and fourth strongest bastions of the party." 



This exhibit is filed in 



(2) Le tter dated A pril 26^ 1958 sent to the St, Louis 
Branch SWP signed F ~| This acknowledges receipt of $28 
for the Socialist Expansion Fundo Attached t o tM^ Ir another 



] for 



receipt signed "N,0o Socialist Workers Party ^| ^ 

$47.50 dated April 25^ 1958 o This is broken down into $28.00 
for the Expansion Fund^ $15^^00 for the Sustainer Pund^ and $4.50 
for dueSo 



This e^^ibit is filed in 



(3) better directed to All Locals and Branches dated 
April 21 J 1958 from New York, New York and signed I I 
Business Manager." The letter states that the May Day issue 
of "The Militant" will feature the "Need for a Socialist 
America." It will also carry a roundup of Socialist Election 
Campaigns, articles on the economic picture, and the "Struggle 
Against War." Orders for extra copies must be in by April 24. 
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This exhibit is filed in 
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(4) Letter signed by 



] "Editor", dated 



April 28, 1958 on letterhead of "The Militant" directed to All 
Locals and Branches. The letter asks that each branch keep 
"The Militant" apprised of "any activity by union bodies 
throughout the country pertaining to unemployment." 

The letter further states that the May 19th issue 
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Will be entitled 
Its Victims." 



'fhe Face of iymerlean Gapltalism — And of 



^is exhibit is filed in 



(5) Letter dated April 29, 1958 directed to All 
Literatur e Agents, capt ioned "Display Methods — Free Literature" 
signed by I I for Pioneer Publishers. The letter 

suggests that display racks be build to show certain books. 

[ states that the recession has revived the valii£_ 
of the 1 Q4'S Plant pamphlet "Jobs For All" by ART PREIS, 



b6 
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suggests that the pamphlet be used in regroupment 
work^ electioneering, and in duscussing unemployment conditions. 
An order blank is attached. 

Enclosed with this letter is a flyer advertising 
"Negroes on the March" by DANIEL aUERIN^ "The Struggle for 
Negro Equality" by JOHM SAUNDERS and ALBERT PARKER, "The Class 
St3?uggle Road to Negro Equality - resolution adopted by the 
Socialist Workers Party" ^ and "The Santana Case, Tragedy of a 
Puerto Rican Youth" by JOYCE COWLEY. This literature can be 
ordered from Pioneer Publishers, 116" University Place, New York 
3s New York. 



This exhibit is filed in 



(6) Flyer announcing the annual spring bazaar SSay 
17 ■ (1958) at 116 University Place, New York 3^ New York, under 
under the auspices of the New York School of Social Science. 

Received with this was a flyer announcing a May Day 
Celebration, May 3» (1958) which features JOSEPH HANSEN, Editor. 
"The International Sofslallst Review" and NORA ROBERTS ,* Member 
of the Young Socialist Alliance," as speakers. 

Both of these flyers are filed in 
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(7) Pamphlet by JAMES P. GANNON entitled "Socialist 
Election Policy in 1958." 



This exhibit is filed in 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 



• 



Office ^tAemoYcindum • united states government 



TO 



FROM 



SAC, BOSTON {100-18969) 
SA 



DATE: 



June 12, 1958 
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SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, NORTH SHORE 
IS - C 



Prom: 

Concealment and 
Reliability: 



Date & Description; 



Date Received: 
Received By: 
Location: 



"T^^:^ T^^o has furnished 
reliable information in the 
past. 
Meeting;, 
CP, USA, 
5/19/58, 
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S/P7A8 
,SAl 



North Shore Section, 
New England D istricts 



[ 



In view of the sensitivity of this Informant ^ the utmost car^ 
must be utilized to carefully paraphrase this information prioi 
to dissemination in order to protect the identity of this 
Informant . 



cc 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 ~ 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 
1 - 

1 - 
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100-27452) (ROBERT THOMPSON) (#19-1) (RM) 
400-8057 ) (EtJGENE DENNIS ) (#19-1 ) (RT-^) 

[4oo-8o638) (cp,usA, r/iEr©ERSHiP) (#19-1) (Rivi) 
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San Francisco (100- )(CP, MEr/BERSHIP) (RM) 
San Francisco (100- }(CP, FACTIONALISM) (RM) 
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GREATER BOSTO N COMMITTEE FOR A SANE NUCIEAR POLIOS' 



ARNOLD JOHNSON 



CP ATTEMPTS TO INFILTRATE mSS. ORGANIZATIONS 

CP SECURITY MEASURES 

CP FACTIONALISM 

CP POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

CP DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 

CP STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY 

CP NEGRO QUESTION 

FREEDOM OF PRESS ASSOCIATION 

SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY 

CP MEMBERSHIP 



Informant's written report^ dated May 23, 1958, follows: 
"May 23, 1958 

"On Monday evening May 19, 1958 I attended a North shore Section 
meeting of the N. E. Communist Party at the home of 
I ~| Those attending were as folloi^rs: 
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[ 



a Ne^roe e ntered and wag met by 



Jentered the house also 



J^ downstairs In 



] house - apparently there was aJ-so a meeting of some sort 



at Jim's the same evening. 

"Points imder discussion were : 

The Sane Committee - Politiqal Action 

The Minority Report given by CARL WINTER & LIGHTFOOT 

at the N. E. G . which we've waited so long for. 
A Report bv l b n the Eastern Seaboard Conference 

N. Y. May 17 & 18 
Election of Chairman and delegates to D. C. 



bo 
b7C 



"On The Political Action - 

But he stated he- didn't feel prepared. 



was supposed to speak - 



"The qu estion of the Sa?ie Committee on Nuclear Policy wasraised r 
I I reported we harln't dona anything cpn that as vet "I J 



^was supposed to g et in touch with 

been able to see him. ( [ 



. hadn' 
] wanted to knoi 
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if we'd all seen the add our people in Gloucester had gotten 
into the p aiaer dow n there. These had been shown us at a previous 
meeting at | ~ ~' 



. "On the Minority Report - W§ all affirmed our ori ginal vote for 
the Majority Report with the exception of I Hwho abstai ned 

who 



because she hadn't read the Minority Report and [ 
voted in favor of the Minority Report, 



I I stated again he was in favor of the Majority Report because 
its a step in the right direction. We can finally get down 
to work. And also because its the first. time §ince the be 
convention that some real concrete action has been taken by the hic 
Nat. Committee. He said the thing we had to be careful about 
was going all out for one side or the other. But he accepted 
the Majority Report on the basis that now we could get down 
to work. 



objection was that the Dennis Report - i.e. Majority 

Report " - upset the direction of the Convention and put us back 
where we were before it. Saying the Convention had tried to seek 
a way out of oior isolation and he thought the Majority Report 
reversed Convention decisions . " 
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I gave a report on the Eastern Seaboard Conference - Saylrtg 

on Sat. May 1? - ARNOLD JOHNSON had been the speaker ~ stressing 
our two most important activities now were the Depression 
and the question of PeaQe: 

I I stated that Sat. was given over to discussing Political 
Action. That ARNOLD JOtlNSON had stated that for those of us 
in the Democratic Party our main task was not building the 
Democratic Party - but rather to build ah Ar;ti~MonopolY '•- 
coalition v/ith in the Dem. Party. This he directed to 



who are members of the Dem. Party. I believe 
I | is on the City Committee in the city where he lives. 

I l also stated that A» JOHNSON said that in working on the 
Depression and the question of peace we would be building an 
anti-monoply-rcoalition. Also following out of this work would 
be working for Negro rights - Civil Liberties, etc. 

I I ceported that Sun. May I8 was given over to discussing 
conditions within the C. Party itself. He reported that 
BOB THOMPSON was to be the main speaker - but couldn't as he 
was still having trouble with his head from a fall (?) So 
DENNIS had pinch-hit for THOMPSON. 



^reported that DENNIS had reported that in the 4th district 

of Penn. where we had people in both the Republican & DemocratiQ 
organizations we had been able to get Negro£ candidates in : 
both Parties to run for election. Also in the first district o^ 
Michigan some of our Democratic Party people had been able to 
get support for a Negro candidate. That in Penn. in 
particular our people were doing a good Job. Vi/herever we 
could in the Political Field we should push for Negro and labor 
candidates . 



^ aid DENNIS reported on registration - we had 900 
Industrial Workers registered in N. Y. and had registered 9 new 
ones. That registration shovad take place on a year round 
basis. We should try to get as many people back into the 
party as possible and also try to get new members wherever 
possible. We should try to keep track of and get acquainted 
with as many imemployed persons in our area as possible." 
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"He said DENNIS reported 26 members in Southern California had 
left the party. MICKY LIMA of n*» Calif, who had been associated 
with the rt had led Xhe m. Calif ornians in repudiating the 26 ' 
from Southern California* 

"Also DENNIS reported that 60 ultra-left Party members in N.Y. 
were going to leave because they didn't think the party. was 
revolutionary enough but had decided to stay at this time, 

"He also said that DENNIS had reported on the status of the 
Worker. That in June of 1957 we had 9^500 subs - we now had 
12^000 as of May 1958 we still needed to do more work on the 
Sub drive. That N.E» hadn't done as much as v:e should - He 
reported that in Chicago they v/ere doing a good job on the 
Worker Drive. 



"Around Political Action I [ reported that Ingersol of the 
Socialist Labor Party had been to see him and aaked for his 
support in keeping them on the ballot • That there was to be a 
meeting at Ingersol *s on Thursday May 22, 1958 and Ingersol 
wanted to be honesbin reportinjg the no. of people giving them 
support at this meeting - he wouldn't_Ji2enart any names - just 
the no. of people in attendance. He | T wanted to know if 
we wanted to support them. He thought we should - that we 
should help because it wa s a mino rity group and we should help 
keep them on the ballot. I I said she thought only known 
party people should 
don^t know and the 



bfi Involved . She didn ^ t think | | whom ' they 



should attend - only those people the 

S.I^;?.knexv were Communists should attend, 

"There was some discussion on this - VIC wanted to know how we 
felt about supporting someone who at tacked the Soviet Union as 



mst. 



had questions about their 



they had in the 

programm , „^„ _ ^^^^^^ 

prograrmn was before she lent her support - she knew what it 
had been in the past. 



aid she* a m:e zo Know what their proposed 



said she though t we shou ld support them because they 

^ .^ ^ * J I I » ^ - , . . N -. - . 



were a minority group. 



thought they should support "them; 



raised the question of supporting them just because they 



were a minority. " 
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I Clarified it a little saying it was a situation somewhat 
like our not supporting all Smith Act Victims in the beginning - 
then later being faced with it ourself . He thought we should 
support them not just because they were a minority, but because 
they were (up till now) on the ballot. They wer- e sub.lect to 
the same pressures \m v^ere ourselves. Told that I 1 
son had been questioned too. But also that it is our policy to 
work with all Socialist Groups and this might be the means of 
working with them and getting their support later on something, 

"It was put to a vote all in favor of some people going to the 
meeting Thurs. n ight to help thepi stay on the ballot. With 
the exception of | i who made the comment, since she didn't 
have to go anyway she was voting against this suppoxt of (S.L.P.) 
just on the basis of their past prograirans. 

"VJe all had tea or coffee. | l ^lso ?reportpd that DENNIS had 
said it should be our policy ;'roro now on to defend the Party 
against all attacks, whether they came from Ex-Party people 
or otherwise. But we should defend it against all attacks no 
matter where they came from. 



"We asked l I who gave the report from N 
He di dn't have too mu ch to report tho -|_ 



.E. He said he did - 
^sked if -lus t he & 



I \up:nb> dow n. I I said no there were three - Himself, 



"On the next meeting - the question o f place came up. I I said 
he didn't think they sboinri gQ tP the I I had told 



it was known that they 



attended a party in Beverly. 



]said t o I h you kpow that conv ersat ion we had - I can't 
1 being at my house. 



said notj 



eve r rememberl „ — —.^ 1 _i 

the I I said she had misund erstood him ^ 

Rfl.ici Rhft remembered th e party for I l and a:|.so that at 



party they had invited, , - 

told several people that night that[ 



Jand at the 



time 
~^ha 



.1^ 



.drT 



""5Ee 

;hat 

had 



Deen aole 

to'come because the air force w as investigating him. She recalled 
that at about that time l b ad wa nted some shingles repaired 
on the house he bought and ha d askedl I to do it. They had 



talked it over and decided if | ]was being investigated by 

the airforce they didn 't want anyth ing to do with him. Also 

at about the same time l I was after I | topal23i 

the trim on her house and she 1 I had tried to ring i 

in on the job because she felt that if | ~| should do it they 

could safely do it too r- ihe result was no one did it." 
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b6 
b7C 



said probably the F.B,I. had some information on the 

~|bu t no pro of as we hadn^t had a stooge on the North Shore, 

Since the | [ were becoraning active in the Dem. Party - he 
think we should hold meetings at their house. Also, 
I I was in a ujiion and it could mean his 



job. 



didn't think we should hold meetings at their house. 

because ' ' ' 

made the comment - that what they (F.B.I.) did was usually get 
someone in your neighborhood to keep watch on your house. And 
she didn^t think it good to have company of all ages comming 
to the house the v/ay they did. Also she di dn^t thin k they shou^^d 
attend so many Boston affa^irs - especially 



"On holding elections - which i H suggested for a new Chairman 
and possibly delegate to the D. C. - this was put over for 
another meeting. 



"Around the busines s of securit 
questioned allowing, 
saying that he*d [ 



yv. This was the reas on thev 
_]b;^.G ^r Into ^ the party. | | 



Into the party. | 

[know whenever he 



They didn^t want to be in 
would know too much of 



. have to let 
went to a meetinjs; and wher e it was. 
a position like that where I 

what x^ras -going on. . Everyon e agreed we shouldn * t do an?/thing 
about it until r~ ] came back. | " 

be staying a month longer then he had planned. 



] thought he'd 



G 



Jaid 

[ke 



ad taken her to Revere the day of [ 



had asked h im how I [kn ew that [ 



] 



he had told her - 
with them. 



JParty. He saipl 



had told them all when he got in the car; 



iiL, 



'ater I overheard 



]tel3. 



that he st opped at the 



I l and they had told him the reason F [ wanted to come 
back t o the party was b ecause we had some spies around here, 
^nthou ght the y were | [b ecause how did 

|know [ I took her to Revere. I I said * I told her 

..as craszy. I [ had told me all w here sh e was^ how she 

got there anS that she'd already be at [ ] party when we 
got there ' , " 

All necessary action has been taken with respect to information 
furnished above. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO : SAC, NEW YORK (100-127430) 
FROM : SA J. WILMER MIRANDON 
SUBJECT t 



SM-C 



6/23/08 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



Identity of source 
Description of info 



Conversation about 
.oonditlon of HP w1tb 



Date Received 
Received by 
Original located 



6/5/58 

SA J. WILMER MIRANDON 



Paraphrase info In order to protect informant 
who is in a position to furnish reliable inf-o. 



1-NY 

1-DlY 

l-NY 

J-.-NY 

1-NY 
1-NY 
1-^NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 
1-NY 



:ioo 

[100 

100 

100 

'lOO 

'lOO 

[lOO 

100 

100 

[lOO 

100 



l (C IPU) (Inves.) (12-0)- 
■127420) \ 
•134982) ( 



•128812) [g'P, NYS, Political Activities) (7-6) 
•80638) (CP^ USA, membership) (7-5) 
•87211 /CP. USA Factionalism'! (7^^^ 
•63720 
-59643 



•26603-Sub C 192OJ (VJestside Section CP) (12-15) 
•107111) (Sobell Committee) (7-1) 

.133090) /l\TiiP.1f^fl-p TPFtr. PT^nl-.f^R-h^ ^7-1^ 



120172) ] 



(7-2) 



•'\^ 



1-NY (100 

1-NY (100-127430) 

JWMtrmv 
->(\x (14) 



memo 



lN.M/q'10'\. IQO. 38)~ee 
1 (12-15) 



/di>^f?& 




*''t olr- ^^ 



bo 
b7C 



NY 100-127430 



Home 



Event; 

Place 

Time : 7:00 PM' 

Date Tues - 6-3-58 

Present - 



Arrived about 7:PM Greeted by 



I [ protested the condition of Camp Wingdale today 
and stated that the whole deal should he expose and 
changed. This is what^wx^ong with the C.P, today because 
certain leaders such as Gates has turn their backs and feel 
that they can walk hand in hand with the Capitalist powers. 
Berry^ Gates and many others are fools and did everything 
to completely destroy the C^P* here in America. Whole 
groups were disbanded and there are only 780O CP members 
in the U.S. today. Recuiting was even discontinued and 
young CP'So failed in "Hie movement. He told how 
Gates came to power and why these men changed , The 
Core* for a good, strong CP must be developed from the 
7800 members now. They got to be taught. The worker 
the paper that Gates and Company ruined must change the 
slant of the editorials and follow the old format^, an 
all out membership drive must start and young blood 
must be brought in and develope^. Adam Poxrell must 
be re-elected bu t the m an is lousey and not good but 
it is an issue. I I stated that the people fear the FBI 
and you even know vjhen they are aa?ound for example she said^ 
"you might be one yourself Warden for all I know but, I 
don't give a damn, but I know you not." She told Warren 



•2- 



^^ < 1^ .V 



NY 100-^127430 



how they both like him because he is smart and thinks. 
And she was goint to teach him all about the Marxist 
Theory and make him a good Marxist. 



After dinner they left for i J house to discuss the 
plans for a party 6/21/58 to honor the death of the 
Rosenbergs. 



Afte r arriving at | [h ouse^ l [ greeted] 

I I The plans were g one over for the party and the 
Committee was form ed. I Iwas pu t in charge of 



b6 
b7C 



taping the mus ic 



ideas . 



stated that this is tne beginning of an 



I 



were contacted for 



upper West Side Sobell Committee. 



mention that she and I [ were in 

Washington^ D.C. Sun 6/1/58 for the protest 
against Nuclear tests ;, at the White House 
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OFFICE MEMORA^M 



TO: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 



, UNITED SqJjfES GOVEmNlMENT 
DATE: 6/2l)./58 
SAC, NEW YORK (IOO-II8525) (?$^) 

V ^-^^ig-io ) 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



SA 



BRONX CIVIL LIBERTIES COMMITTEE 
IS - 



Identity of Source 
Reliability 

Date of Activity 
Date Received 
Agent Receiving 



Who has furnished reliable 
information in the past. 

6/2/58 

6/4/58 



SA 



Location 



m 100' 

m 100. 

NY 100. 

NYioa 



-132678 
-115212 
-89179 



j personal Attention ) ( IWJ) (#12-10) 



NY 100- 
NY 100. 
NY 100- 
NY 100- 
NY 100. 
NY 100- 
NY 100. 
NY 100. 
NY 100' 
NY 100. 
TV NY 100' 
NY 100. 
1 - NY 100 
1 - NY 100 



frv 



■1552.4?. r 

•133566 

.77598 

•133486 

-90565 

-89011 

-73561 

-99195 
-97078 



ktm^ J iyi'^^=xu7 



10) 

#12-10) 

2-10) 

(#12-10) 



(#12-10) 





) 



KGAsrlf 
(20) 



(Socialist Worker's PartyjNY Local 
80638 (CP^USA, Membership and Recruiting) 
79717 (CP,USA,Politlcal Activities ) (#7) 
107419 (EMergency Civil Liberties Committee) (#7) 
118525 







• 



NY 100-118525 



On 6/4/58* orally furnished to SA 

la report waxon consisted of three pages of informa 



tion concerning a meeting o f the Bronx Civil Liberties 
Onrnmi ttee held on 6/2/58 at 



DO 

b7C 
b7D 



If this information is disseminated outside the 
Bur^^auj, it shouiild be carefully paraphrased to conceal the 
source ^s identity, 

A copy of this rejjort follows: 

6/4/58 , 

On Monday 6/2/58 a regular meeting of ,t:hfi ,Bronx 
Gi^yjl Liberties Committee was held at apartment 



There were apprcxim-ately I 6 ^persons present at 
this mggtinpin Th$y w^r<g ag fQ;^J;QWs:l I 



for the educational 

class hela artor vno regular ii^rcnx uivii Liberties 
Committee meeting o The regular Bieeting was taken up with 
making arrangements for the coming picnic and the event on 
6/16/58 to be held at the Hunts Point Palace • 



I I stated that he was a communist and 
several times through oiit the evening he referred to him- 

question of Co existence was 
tated that co existence was 



self as as a Cgmmyiyiistt The c 

di?3cussed by| |st<i 



r.cssib le with all organizations except the Trotslcyites - 

I stated that the Communist Party could increase their 
memoership and support from the Public and working clas^ 
by running Political candidates in local elections. 



bo 
b7C 
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I 



171 100*^118525 

DlsGUSsion was opened on the subject of Powell 
versus Erovm in the corning congressional race in Harlem^ 



I I stated that he was not in accord 



with supporting either Powell ,or Bromi as they both ar 



Recl~baiterSi 



, I sgent more than one half of an hour defining 
Trotskyite s and their opposslfelon to the Corairrunlst Party, 



, I stated that the Bro nx Civil 

Liberties Committee had sent an invitation to I I 

to to attend the ooraing rally sponsored by the Emergency 
Civil Liberties Committee on 6/I6/58 at the Hunts Point 
PaJaoei This Rally is to agitate ag&J.nst the Jenner- 
Butler Bill (S2646). 

The meeting was then ado'ourned. 
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J, 



OFFICE MEMOR. 



JOTJM 



ONITED STATES IroVSRNiyiENT 



™ 



TO: 

PROM: 

SUBJECT: 



DATE: 6M/58 
SAC, NEW YORK (lOO-26603-C40) (#12-10 ) 

#12-10) 



SA 



BRONX COUNTY GOIVIMUNIST PARTY 
IS ~ C 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



Identity of Sour-ce 
Reliability 

Date of Activity 
Date Received 
Agent Receiving 



>lho has furnished reliable in- 
foraiation in the pasti 



6/3/58 
6/5/53 
SA 



Location 



On 6/5/58, 



furnis.hed a three page type- 



written report ^ated b/V5^ corfcaining information of a North 
East Section meeting of the Bronx County OP held at 683 
Allerton Avenue, Bronx, New York on 6/3/58. 

If this information is disseminated outside of the 
Bureau it should be carefully paraphrased to conceal the 
source's identity o 

A copy of this report follows: 



1 - I "^ (Personal Attention) (INV) (#12-10) 

1 -NY 100-26603-01945 (North East Section, Bronx County CP) 

^_ (#12-10) 

/TyNY 100-80638 (CP TTSfl Mf^mhprshin and Recruiting) (#7) 

^^- NY 100-106964 [#12-10 ) 

1 - NY 100-80633 ( CP .USA. Bduo atio n J (#7) , 
1 - NY 100-102619 I I (#12-10) 

1 - NY 100-86624 (CP ,USA, International Affairs) (#7) 
1 - NY 100-17923 (JOHN GAT ES) (#"7) 

1 - NY 100- I L Short ,¥,M, 5 «, thin eye glasses, 

' nnnnirofCJiaeth. per souroe) 

1 - NY 100-13447 L I (#7) ,,„ , 

1 - Ff 100-87211 /OP .USA.BaQtl9 nalism) (#7) 



1 -. NY 100^133481 

1 - m 105-18272 L 

1 ^ NY 100-26603r-C40 

EGA;rlf ~ 

(14) 






mid I 



Xpmi^ 



v.\ 



• 



W£ 100-26603-C40 



6-k-5Q 



On June 32:*^^ 1958 at the Allerton Avenue Community 
Center at 683 Allerton Avenue in the Bronx there was held a sec- 
tion meeting of the North East Bronx Comimmist Party o 

About thirty five persons i^jere present in the hall* 

At 9-00 P.M. the meeting was called together by the educational 

chairman of the Communist party section ;, Howard Peinstein. He 

stated that the subject of this meet3.ng woild be education. 

The speaker was Alberto Moreau a member of the 
section who started out by discussing what was wrong with 
youth. He said that the properganda of capitalism as well as 
the prosperity of the last fifteen years had kept many 
youth away from progressive ideas Also juvenile 
delihOluentilism whiph he characterized as worldwide^ even 
admitting its e^cistence in the Soviet Union*, He stated that 
this was a result of the dislocations caused by the last 
war. 

He want on to mention certain improvements in the 
situation* Youth ha,d taken part in the recent peace and anti 
bomb movements/ The disaussion of marxism was taking place 
in maioy colleges and youth groups ;. The only college 
specifically mentioned was City College. 

Moreau closed with the statement that the renega,de 
John Gates had taken many of those in the thirty to forty 
year group with him when he left the Communist Party. 

In the discussion that followed a comrade who was 
addressed a?5 Sam a short nian about five feet tall thin with 
glasses and crooked teeth in the fifties got up and blamed 
the corruption of youth as the reason ^'Jhy so few of them were 
conimanistSi 

Sam Nesin th^n re$*uted this by blaming youth ^s 
disenchantment with Coimnunism on sectarianism and the revision'.: 



2 - 



f ♦ ^^^ 



NY 100"-26603"C40 

ists; Mrsi Nesln then asked how anything could be done with 
divisions in the leadeirship of the Communist Party. 

Dora Zcibel got \xd and stated that the young pej?sons 
who had left the Communist Party were cori'upted by Capitalism. 
The fancy cars and expensive houses » There was no hope of 
regaining them and The communist Party should concentrate 
on recruiing the youths', 

Howard Feinsteln said the best way to attract the 
youth would be to set ud activities such as dajices at the 
community center and then draw them into Communist Party 
activities. He recommended that the members read up on the 
the subjects The books ke mentioned were Adler, What We 
need in Our Schools" and VJhite, "The Organization Man , 

Moreau closed the meeting stating that the leader- 
ship was uniting itself and attacked the corruption of those 
v?ho had left the Communist Party. He stated half the members 
in tho Bronx belong to this Section. Thus being 70 members 
of the section o He was- partic ulary angry at those former 
fimctionaries who were demanding se-^erance pay. He mentioned 
that an ultimatum had 'oaen delivered to the ultra leftist 
grouD within the Communist Partyi This was refuted by Sam 
Vesiii who said this was not t??ue-, He-^'as about to read the 
resolution of the State Committee of the Communist Party 
on sectariansm but he was prevented by Dora Zeibel who 
proposeHTliair'the resolvition be first turned over to the 
Section CoriEnittee of Northeast Bronx Communist Party. This 
was approved' without discussion and the meeting closed. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC, BALTIMORE 



DATE: 6/24/58 



SA ROBERT C. NORTON 

INFORMATION FURNISHED 
BY SECURITY INFORMANT 



The dociamentatlon for this information is as follows: 



b7D 



Identity Date of Activity 

of And/or Description Date 

Source of mforraation Furn. 



Agent 



Location 



[ 



1 



(who has 
furnished 
•reliable 
information 
in the past) 



5/26/58 
District Board 



5/27/58 



ROBERT C, 

NORTON 

(Written) 



CARE SHOULD BE USED IN REPORTING THIS 
INFORMATION IN ORDER THAT THE IDENTITY 
OF THE INFORMANT MAY BE FULLY PROTECTED 

For assistance in reviewing report, a number in parentheses 
( ) following a name or title set forth below will indicate 
that there is a reference to that name or title on the page 
or pages whose number will be enclosed in the parentheses. 
Where no number is set out, it is suggested that the entire 
report be reviewed for information on the subject matter. 



referred to on 



The letter from BEN DAVIS to f 

page 4 of thft f nil owing report was furnished to SA ROBERT C. 
NORTON by i ?/./_« _. .___.. 



returned to 



lowing report was furnished to SA ROBERT C. 
Jon 6/1/58. The original letter and envelope 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



were photospaEfiTTiw gA NORTON on 6/I/58 and the originals 



f 



that date who initialled the photostats 



at that time to indicate they were identical wit h the 
originals. The photostats are being retained in 



SEE FOLLOWING PAGES FOR COPIES 



RCN:smr/ . 
(64) .A/'iy^ 



SEBMl!ZED/£K_..FILED_4^i^l- ,/ 



g4, 1958 



\% 
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cc ^ s • 

1 - Cleveland (REGISTERED MAIL) 

100- HYMAN LIMER (9) 

1 - Newarlc (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100- MEiyiBERSHIP (8) 

2 - Philad elphia (REGISTERE D MAIL) 
100- I I 

100- MEMBERSHIP (b) 

1 - Pittsb\irgh (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100- MEMBERSHIP (8) 

3 - Washington Field (REGISTERED MAIL) 
100- ORGANIZATION^ MARYLAND - D.O. 
100- FACTIONALISM (5) 
100- 
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] 



New York (REGISTERED MAIL) 
BEN DAVIS (4) 
PAUL ROBESON (4) 




(8^10) 



JAMES JACKSON (V) 
ARNOLD JOHNSON (8) 
ORGANIZATION, CP, USA 
EUGENE DENNIS (8) 
ROBERT THOMPSON t , 

YORK (8) 
JERSHISi" 

45- Ba-ltimore 

100-12464 ORGANIZATION, MARYLAND - D.C, 

BALTIMORE DIVISION, MARYLAND - D.C. 

PAMPHLETS & PUBLICATIONS (1-T,9) • 

BALTIMORE NORTHWEST CP CLUB (2,3,5) 

STEEL CIJUO, iiAn'jrx«M»i> ,J^n\* <*''='> 

STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY (3,5) 

FACTIONALISM (3,5,o,8,9) 

EDUCATION (3) .. . 
xuu-x^v,v SECURITY MEASURES (4,9) 
100-12459 POLITICAL ACTIVITIES (5) 
100-12485 NEGRO QUESTION (5) 

100-11640 FUNDS (5-7,9,10) nnKF<im BOOK (7) 

100-Dead COMMITTEE TO DISTRIBUTE PAUL ROBESON BUUi^ ^ i ) 

100-11800 BRIEF FILE (1,10) 



100-4090 

100-12125 

100-17819 

100-11950 

100-12510 

100-12458 

100-12244 

100-12070 
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cc's: 

45- Baltim ore (cont'd) 

100-10975 ■ 

100-12412 

100-10584 

100-12076 

100-13300 

100-13280 

100-7697 

100-10995 

100-11031 

100-12175 

100-15185 

100-11562 

100-1560 BEN DAVIS (4) 
100-20853 PADL ROBESON .(4,6) 

100- ■ — 

100-12598 
100-11386 

100-10395 

100-12490 

100-764 

100-18823 

100-18683 

100-18684 

100-15298 

100-14379 JAMES JACKSON (7) 
100-13347 ARNOLD JOHNSON (8) 
100-12871 I . 1 

100-3021 EUGENE DENNIS (8) 
100- RQ-RTCRT^ THOMPSON (8^ 
1Q0-1^27Q I I 
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bo 

b7C 

b7D 
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"Baltimore, Mai^yland 
May 27, 1958 

The following report concerns a CP District Board 
meeting for the CP District which includes Maryland 
and Washington, D. C, which took plac e Mav 26. IQSS. 
at Baltimore, Maryland, at the home of I } 

Pi strict •Rnflvd mernhpy ,in addition to J I 

a 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



District Boarc 



^ InemoerB, 

were present, together with GEORGE MEYERS, Acting 
Chairman for the Dlatrict. 




b6 

b7C 

b7D 



I [brought out a leaflet and transcript of a hearing 
which concerned the AmeT^inan Airli nes an d the union 

to w hich I [ belonged. 1^^ pointed out 

that I H had Ueen discharged following his 
appearance before the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) in May of 1957 and had sued the 
QOmx)rtmr Rnr I uninn f pr reinstatement on his Job. 

was successful in his suit 



and in addition to being reinstated, had collected 
back wages in the amount of about $5,000.00. 

Everybody present indicated they were happy with 
the verdict. 

MEYERS then said tha t the agenda, f nT» the evening 
would concern first, I Ig lvlng a report 

QXi. r.P aqtivities in Northwest; second, a repor t bv 
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on the last Steel Club meeting; third. 
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report on sales of PAUL ROBESON' s bookj and f ourth, 
a report by METERS on CP activities in general. 



I [then said that a meeting had been held in 
the CP Northwest Section of Baltimore the past week 
with nine people in attendance, and the recently 
prepared CP District Board leaflet on the economic 
crisis in Maryland distribu ted among the nine and 



accepted by them. 



!f 



said all in attendance 



JPoj^e highly of the District Board leadership, and 
that a discussion had been held concerning the general 
economic situation. & e «* 
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said that she felt satiafiftd with the meeting 



and believed that 

*he point of view o f the leadP-PahTp , 
that 



active in OP work. 



was coming around to 

She also commented 
appeared to be ready to become more 



■ ■ , ■ . said that five PAUL ROBESON books had been sold 

at the meeting and that the book had been discussed. 

^^,,P®®®"''^ ^^ "^'h® meeting said they would assist in 
selling the book. 



.j^ |said that a steel meeting had been held rece ntly, 

the main topic of discussion being the fact that " — 



was rMmnlng for the, nnnitj nn of Zone Committeeman, 



i ( said that 

airrerences because^ 

support; the men opposing i ~"^ aa.irt""-hhaf. 

|was bitter because he felt he had al 

supported the Negroes in u nion affai rs. | 1 



Iwere having 

I Negro caucus wanted to 



J 



.ways 
said 



would attend a 



it was finally agreed that, ,. .^^ «„vw**v. » 

meetinaof the Negro caucus which was to be held May 25, 

■••S^o. I I mentioned at this point that he had not as yet 

received a report on this particular meeting. 

C^said that it was also agreed at the Steel Club 
meeting that such meetings would in the future be held 
about every two weeks and would include an educational 
session of about 45 minutes at each meeting. 

L_ — I indicated that he expected to broaden the Steel 
Club activity and bring in more members. 

At this point MEYERS said that the Steel Club should 
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bring ~| lnto their group and although they 
probably would not get him to atten d too ma ny Steel 
Club meetings, MEYERS was sure that ] l &fould accept 
CP literature and carry on some type of CP activity. 



bb 
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[ 



]then gave a report on the sales of the PAUL 



ROBESON book, indicating t hat 78 out of 100 books had 
already been distributed. I I pointed out that numerous 
contacts had been made with Negroes concerning this 
book and for the purpose of setting up a Negro committee 
to sell the books, and that a meeting of this committee 
would be held May 28, 1958. 



I then mentioned that he had not been very 
successful concerning a discussion with BEN DAVIS 
concerning the PAUL ROBESON book and plans for bringing 
ROBESON to Baltimore during the time that he had been 
in New York City the weekend of May 17-18, 1958. I I 
added, however, that he had recently received a letter 
from DAVIS indicating that DAVIS had not made the 
appointment in New York because of illness in the family. 
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[ 



]then said that he was compiling a list of prominent 



Neg roes in Balti more and wanted to talk to BEN DAVIS 
and I [ about someone in New York contacting 

these people, 

MEYERS then stated that the CP District had a task in 
front of them which consisted mainly of getting the 
Party to move in the area and indicated that the 
District had to work in a much more organized manner. 
lyiEYERS pointed out that one of the first questions 
that had to be resolved was the individuals who had 
been kicked out oj ^ the CP and branded stool pigeons^ 
He then mentioned 



MEYERS said that eacn person toranaea as an mrormam; 
would have to be handled individually, and after 
discussion by the complete District Board and District 
Committee they could be accepted back into the CP with 
full District Board and District Committee approval* 
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M-Rvm.c^ then pointed out that . 

]had visite d his hom e recently. 



he had not known[ 
understood that[ 



MEYERS said that 
before this meeting but 
faf ter getting out of the Army, 



^4~ 



had been screened from his job and had asked the CP 
to give him a statement to the effect that he was not 
a CP member. MEYERS said as a result of this action 
CP member s had become suspic ious of I I MEYERS 
said both i I had been instructed to 

"lay low" by I [ after lyiEYERS had gone to 

prison and they had been more or less inactive since 
that period. 

MEYERS then said that he felt the CP had to play a 
great role in the coming general elections and had 
points for argument concerning the economic situation, 
the labor situation in general, and the cause of the 
Negro. 

MEYERS then said with regard to the PAUL ROBESON book, 
he felt that more books should be orde red. He also 
indicated that he was pleased with the I I report 
on the Northwest Section. MEYERS also indicated that 
he was pleased with the situa tion in the new Steel Club 
in general but felt that I I should be careful concerning 
a possible split between 



bo 

b7C 

b7D 



b6 
b7C 



At this point MEYERS said that he did not know what 
was taking place in the District of Columbia. He 
said that a recent visit had been cancelled for the 
second time in a row and it appeared to him that the 
people in the District of Columbia did n ot want to 
engage in party activities. 



] 



v.we,v.e,v> u.** i«,u.vj, «,«».-.. -.w-.««. MEYERS said, . 

was upset about the situation but did not want to discuss 
the matter with MEYERS until he had determined what the 
CP members in Washington, D. C, planned. MEYERS 
concluded by saying that he did not know whether 
the people in the District of Columbia were backing 
the right revisionists or the Ultra-Left group. 



]then asked whether any monej 



had b een received 

through sales of the ROBESON book, i [ replied that 

he had r eceived $17.00 out of the jb books sold. ^ 

I I then asked where the money was held, and | 
pointed out that he had the $17.00 but that collection 
had not been made for the other 6l books sold. 
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then said that the District funds were runniias. 



, ijj 

low, and that money was needed and pointed out thatL 
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should keep a check on the books distributed, 
then replied that he knew that he was responsible 
for the sale of the books but that he had not received 
cooperation from some of the individuals to whom he 
had distributed the books. He then pointed out that 
the District Board members had handled distribution 
of some of th e books a nd he had not as yet received 
a report from I I 



.then replied that she had to admit that she 

had not kept records. I I then said that her failiH»e 
to keep records was negligence and pointed out that 
three weeks earlier he had asked questions concerning 
the amount of CP literature in general sold and money 
received and had not as yet received a clear answer 
to his questions* 



10, 



then pointed out that so far a-s the PAUL ROBESON 
were concerned, that on the first day 100 books 
Of th ese 100. I I had received 



DOOlCS 

had been rec eived. 



icel 
J5. 



MEYERS 15^ 



had taken b to be brought to[ 



Ho] 



J 



kept 7 others to be distributed by | H 

said he had notes a t home co ncerning this distribution. 



He then again asked 

the 10 books she had received ♦ 



'f 



for a report from her on 



I replied that she had sold 5, and that she had 
not received money as yet for 4 of the 5 sold. 

MEYERS then said of the 15 he had received most of them 
had been distributed but he had only received $3»00. 

I Ithen asked I [ whether he had received any mone y 
for the 5 books that he had given to l I 



replied that he had not as yet received any money. 
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[ 



I then stated that he had given ] 
of the book that same day> and that with only 22 
left, he felt they should order more books. 



Jl5 copies 
"books 
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I I agreed that the books had to be pushed but 
felt that with the pizfiasnlL low financial situation 
of the District fund I I should try to get a return 
on the money as rapidly as possible. 



[ 



]then started to tell[ 
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] 



ROBESON campaign for the sale of the books, and[ 



] 



became angry, pointing out that he was responsible 
for the campaign and stated that if the District Board 
was dissatisfied, he felt t hat ano ther should be 
appointed to his position. I I then pointed out that 
the committee he was setting up was in line with the 
social committee which had been recommended by JAMES 
JACKSON when the latter visited Baltimore in 1957, and 
that this committee would serve not only to sell books 
but could also eventually be used to rebuild the Party. 
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Lded with 
i H Is 

3, they sh' 



and 



[stated that if 
ould call off 



MEYERS then indicated that he si ^ed wit: 

an argument followed during whic . 

the CP was in financial distress, they 

reorders of the book. It was finally decided by 

MEYERS that regardless of the financial situation the 

books had to be sold and that reorders of the book 

would have to be made. 



then suggested that ascertain from his 

TJSffimlttee the number of books they thought they could 
sell and bring that number to the District Board 
which they would use as a basis for reordering. 



I [ then said that he understood that[ 



1 



naa made an agreement with GEORGE MEYERS whereby [ 
would keep ko} on each book sold. MEYERS denied having 
made such an agreeme nts and I ~1 finally stated that 
he would see l [ privately and that if I I had 
suchanjmderstanding with MEYERS, f [ would arrange 
for i l and MEYERS to settle the thing privately. 

The District Board then agreed that none of the persons 
selling the book should obtain a profit. 

MEYERS then took out some literature which he said 
the national leadership had sent to him. Part of this 
consisted of forms which pertained to District dues, 
membership and subs criptions to The Worker. MEYERS 
gave these forms to l 
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MEYERS then gavC 



]a mimeographed report consisting 



of several pages. He asked her to read it and give 
a discussion on the material contained in the report 
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at the next meeting. 

MEYERS then read in part a letter which he said had 
been prepared by ARNOLD JOHNSON. This letter indicated 
that there would be a peace march on Washington, D. C, 
which was to pass through the Baltimore area sometime 
around June 1, 1958 ♦ JOHNSON wanted the District Board 
members to arrange for accommodations for some of the 
marchers in the event they stayed in Baltimore overnight 
during the march. 



MEYERS then asked l H ^o give a report on 

the Eastern Regional Conference meeting which took 
place in New York, May 17-18, 1958. 



At this point | | int errupted, saving t hat she 



be 

b7C 



had had a d iRmiRaioE I^ith l I the previous 

weekend and | [ had given her 500 unstamped 
envelopes which the i'arty was to use for mailing. 

At this point the group went to the kitchen for coffee 
at about 11:15 PM. 

I [ then gave a report on the CP Eastern Regional 
conference meeting mentioned above. He stated that 
the report given by ARNOLD JOHNSON on the 17th and 
the report given by EUGENE DENNIS on t he i8t h had 
both been prepared by ROBERT THOMPSON. | [ said 
that delegates at the Conference had come rrora 
Connecticut, Brooklyn, Bostorij^ew York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania and Maryland. | I commented that the 
GP member who had used the blackboard for his talk 
and who had written the numbers "900" and "670" be 
was an industrial worker and was referr ing to the b7c 
indu strial situat ion in New York. I I indicated 
that I l in Philadelphia had stated that 



there were 270 members registered in Pennsylvania. 
I^ stated that MARTHA from New Jersey had indicated 
that there were 170 members registered in New Jersey. 

As I I was giving these figures, MEYERS interrupted 
angrily, saying that figures meant nothing. 



Ithen went on and finished his report on the 
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Conference. 



, told the group that he had never seen a blackboard 

report before attending the Eastern Regional Conference 
meeting, 

MEYERS then stated that he disagreed with that type 
of report although it had been used a great deal by 
the Party recently. ME5rERS said he thought it "scared 
the hell" out of the rank and file members. 

"ERS then asked whether any money had be en spen t 

lin excess of the $50.00, I land 
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replied that no excess money was needed. 



MEYERS then asked wheth er I I had obtained the f20.00 
due the District. I I replied that he had spoken to 
HYMAN LUMER who knew nothing of the money, MEYERS 
then said that the |20.00 was owed to the District 
as a result of a bill which had been paid for leaflets 
printed in New York for the District, and that when he 
had paid for the printing, the national leadership had 
no change, MEYERS said that he would obtain the $20.00 
on his next New York visit. 

It was then agreed that i I would each 

receive $10.00 for the loss of a day's pay during the 
time they had spent at t he conference. | 1 
then paid I "| $10.00 apiece. 



b6 



,$17,00 which he had received through 

the sale of the ft Oi^ESON books and $ 1.50 which he 

had received from | ~| 50^ for initiation 

and $1.00 for his june aues. 

I I t.hAn gave I ~l 100 envelopes for mailing. 
CP literature and $3.00 for stamps. She gave | 
50 envelopes and $2.00 for stamps. 

MEYERS pointed out that all mail sent out should have 
the return P. 0. Box 1011, Baltimore 3* Maryland, on it. 



MEYERS then asked | | to check P. 0. Box 1011 at 
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the end of the week. 

MEZERS then said that he had expenses as follows: 



^10.00 
$ 5.00 

$15.00 
55 5.00 
h 3.00 



for mailing 

for a cake which he brou ght to 

for a floral fori 



for miscellaneous phone calls 

for general miscellaneous expenses 
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^paid MEYERS the $38.00 for his total expenses 

though at the time she indicated that she was worried 
about the financial situation of the fund. 



MEYERS, 



left about Midnight. 



Whil e l^^k as talking to l — — ^ 

told I I in a private conversation that | p ad 



]on the p orch, MEYERS 



given a very bad report on the Eastern Regionaj. 
Conference, and that if I [ attended national meetings 
in the future and had to give a report to the District 
upon his return, he should not tell the group of things 
which had gone badly at the national meetings. MEYERS 
said that the report should be given in a manner which 
expressed how the representative giving the report felt 
they should be rather than as he actually saw the events 
occur . 

MEYERS and 
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then left about 12:15 AM." 



This memo has been compared with the informant's original 
statement and it is accurate in substance. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 



SAC 
SA 



(100-7908) 



DATE: 



June 25, 1958 



COMI^IUNIST PARTY, USA, 
NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT 
IS - C 

From 

Concealment and 
Reliability 



Date and 
Description 



Date Received 

Received by 
Location : 



T- , who has furnished 
reliable information in the 
past 

Meeting, District Committee, 
Communist Party, USA, New 
England District, 5/25/58, 
Roxbury , Mas sachuset ts 

5/2T/58 (orally) 
Acknowledged 6/6/58 
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SA 



] 



In view of the sensitivity of this Informant, the utmost care 
must be utilized to carefully paraphrase this information prior tp 
dissemination in order to protect the identity of this Informant.; 



cc: 



g - Albany (100- 
2 - Chicago (100- 



I D (nf:, ORGANIZATION) 

,__, CP, ORGANIZATION) (RM) 
( 61-867 CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT) (RM) 
1 - Detroit (100- CARL WINTER) (RM) ^ ^ 
6 - Los Angeles (100- CP, MEMBERSHIP) (RM) 



(RM) 



100- 
100- 
100- 
100- 
100-42126 



CP. FACTIONALISM) (RM ) 



b6 
b7C 
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(St) 
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Copies ; (cont.) 



3 - 



35 - 



Newark (RM) 
'100- 
100- 

;iob-" 

New York (RM) 
'100-16021 
100-8057 
100-67^52 
100-47211 

100-93345 
100- 
100- . 
100-17923 

100-27539 
100- 
100- 
100-87211 



100-89590 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

100-4013 

100-47142 
97-169 
100- 
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5 



Pittsburgh (RM) 

(100-1763 
San Diego (RM) 

;ioo- 

100- 
100- 
100- 

Iioo- 

San Pranolsco 

[100- 

100- 

100- 

100- 

lioo- 

( copies continued on Page lr>B) 



MARTHA STONE) 

CP, POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 

COMMITTEE FOR A SANE NUCLEAR POLICY) 

ARNOLD JOHNSON) (#19-1) (End) 
EUGENE DENNIS (#19-1) 
ROBERT THOMPSON (#19-1) 
STEVE NELSON) (#19-1) ^, 
MICHAEL A. RUSSO) (#7-6) 
MARTHA STONE (#7-6) 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT) (#7-6) 
JOHN GATES) (19-1) , 
CARL WINTER) (#7-6) 
■RV.P. fiT.ftVTON P OWELL') 
I I Harlem, NY) 

CP, USA, FACTIONALISM) (#19-1) 
CP, USA, ORGANIZATION) (#19-1) 
CP, USA, MEMBERSHIP) (#19-1) ^ , „, 
CP, USA, POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) {#19-1) 
CP, USA, STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) (#19-1)^ 
CP, USA, DOMESTIC ADMIN. ISSUES) (#19^) 
CP, USA, NEGRO QUESTION) (#19-1) 
"NATIONAL GUARDIAN") 
CP, MANHATTAN) 
SWP) 

NATION OF ISLAM) ^ , „ 
UNITED MAY DAY COMMITTEE) (#7-2) 
PUBLISHERS NEW PRESS, INC.) (#7-2) 
INTERNATIONAL LADIES GARMENT 
WORKERS UNION) 

STEVE NELSON) 

CP, FACTIONALISM) 
CP. MEMBERSHIP) 



5 - 



(RM) 

CP, FACTIONALISM) 
CP. MEMBERSHIP) 
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Copies: (cont. ) 




• 






th , -Rnsi-.nn (lCi0^7QC)9,\ 










1 




1 








100-12770 










• 100-18907 












100-775 












100-18589 












100-30 












100-22165 












100-11772 












100-509 
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100-568 
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100-18576 












100-10307 












100-22939 












100-14569 
100-22164 
100-16208 










ARNOLD JOHNSON 














100-12138 












100-17541 
■97-145 










NATION OF ISLAiVi 






ioo-'=;^'=i 


ELBA CHASE -NELSON 


' 








1 


100-15160 
100-926 


MIKE RUSSO 














100-547 
100-32354 










CP - 


ATTEMPTS TO INFILTRATE 








MASS. ORGANIZATIONS 






100-20779 


CP - 


ORGANIZATION 






100-20778 


CP - 


MTJIMBERSHIP 






100-16191 


CP - 


FUNDS 






100-17999 


CP - 


SECURITY IVIEASURES 






100-20787 


CP - 


FACTIONALISM 






100-20785 


CP - 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 






100-24155 


CP - 


VERJIONT 






100-16410 


CP - 


POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 






100-19374 


CP - 


LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 






100-23165 


CP - 


DOIffiSTIC ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUES 






100-26893 


CP - 


STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY 






100-24111 


CP - 


NEGRO QUESTION 






100-18058 


CP - 


RHODE ISLAND 






100-31934 


CP - 


NEW BEDFORD-FALL RIVER 






100-442 


SWP 








61-181 


SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY 






100-1424 


NAACP 




^ 
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Informant's report, dated May 2?, 1958, follows: 

"May 27 > 1958 



"A meeting of the District Committee of the Communist 

Party was held on Sunday. Mav 25, 1958 > at the ho me of ^^^ 

I I Massachusetts. 

Those attending follows: 



MIKE RUSSO 
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ARNOLD JOHNSON from New York 
Also at home bu t not participating In the 
meeting was 



]was Chairman* A tentative agenda was set up as follows: 



Report from the Eastern Seaboard Conference^ Question of Peace, 
and a Report from the New Bedford area* Report from the 
Eastern Seaboard Conference was in two parts, (1) Party 
Consolidation; (2) Elections. 



gave the report on the Eastern Seaboard Conference. 

ThiR wa.a hv consent of the other two delegates__who attended, 
land MIKE RUSSO* . They had plcked T | to give the 
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report* [ 



at this time spoke on the part of the 



Conference that had to do with Elections. 

"He reported that at the Eastern Seaboard Conference it was 
stated that the matter of^ Peace warranted our most important 
activity and concern. He said that there were certain remnants 
of factionalism in existence at the Seaboard Conference, but that 
altogether the situation was more optimistic than it had been. 
He said the report given by DENNIS at tJae Eastern Seaboaj?d 
Conference brought out that the two main issues that the Party 
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"would have to concern itself with were unemployment and 
the question of peace, including among other things the 
banning of the H bomb. 



"Continuing, [ 



U reported that in New Jersey there 



was a split within the Democratic Party, and that in 
New York there had been an attack on Representative POWELL. 
He said that EUGENE DENNIS projected the idea at the 
Conference of the negro people having their own party, 
and that according to DENNIS it would be necessary for 
us to develop an anti-monopoly peoples coalition based on 
labor within the present two party setup, keeping in mind 
eventually the possibility of building a third party from 
this anti-monopoly coalition. He said that our work 
within a political organization, such as the Democratic 
or the Republican Party— that we have comrades within both 
groups — should be directed toward devel oping the contra- 
diction between labor and monopoly. | [ reported that 
BOB THOMPSON was supposed to give the speech, but because 
of his absence as the result of illness, DENNIS spoke in 
his place. 



^ deported that in Nev7 York in the Manhattan area 

they had 600 industrial workers in the Party. 

"Wien I I was through giving his report, the other delegates 
were asked to comment and add to it. 
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spoke next. He reported that the new thing that 



developed at that Conference was our role in the Democratic 
Party, He said it was a different role, fchat we say the 
same thing only in a different way. He stated that we 
had to conscientiously force the realignment of a new party 
and push issues to force a new alignment within the 
Democratic Party. He said also that the left had clarified 
its position in regard to elections — that is, the Socialist 
ticket. He brought out the fact that the Trotskyites had 
been able to influence some of the 'National Guardian' 
readers in regard to a united Socialist front. 
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ts?r 



said that this was a diversionary tactic on the 
of the Socialist Worker s Party a nd it was recognized 
as such by the Trotskyites. I [ reported that we 
should get in wherever possible ana work with them, that 
we should fight in the left for our own position instead 
of letting the Trotskyites take over by default. He 
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"repeated that what we have to do is to get in there and 
fight for our own position within the left. 



, .said that STE\rE NELSON had reported at the , .be 

conference that he had been invited to sit in with the b7c 
Socialist Workers Party for a discussion but that he 
had not gone. NELSON said that later he was invited to 
attend a meeting of nine steel workers from the Socialist 
Workers Party and because they were steel workers NELSON 
attended this meeting. NELSON reported that in discussing 
different issues with the nine steel workers they felt 
that STEVE'S position on the Soviet question was better. 

(Although not specifically mentioned. Informant gained the 
impression that this meeting was held in New York.) 

"RUSSO was asked to comment. RUSSO said that because the 
report given by DENNIS at the Conference had been read, he 
asked DENNIS whether it was DENNIS' report or BOB THOMPSON'S 
report. He said that DENNIS became a bit flustered over 
the question and did not answer, MIKE said he woiiLd have 
to challenge DENNIS' report in its over-all leftist impetus. 
He stated it was si departure from the coalition concept 
developed at the Sixteenth Convention and that it did not 
really examine possibilities of realignment, MIKE said 
that in so far as he was concerned, labor was still 
developing its influence. He believed, too, that unemploy- 
ment and peace were going to be very important issues and 
sufficient to confine ourselves to. He felt that it was 
a degeneration of the policy of getting ourselves out of 
isolation that' they had tried to develop at the Sixteenth 
Convention, and that DENNIS' report was really the old 
way of doing things. ' 

1 [ made the comment that the United States is 
not recognized by the masses in the country as an 
imperialist country. He said there are a lot of labor 
candidates who sold themselves out and that some of the be 
undue influence on these candidates was the result of our b7c 
not working within the Democratic Party. 



1 rcDorted that as a result of talking to people 



in his union he felt that there was a growing possibility 
that they are recognizing the United States as an 
imperialist country because of their lack of resentment 
regarding the action against NIXON in South America. 
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"He also said that part of our Job was to get workers 
in the Democratic Party and to encourage all labor 
candidates. 

I I in commenting in particular on DENNIS' projection 

of the possibility of a negro party as a third party, 

stated in contemplating anything like that you were 

faced with first resolving the problem wherein you have ^e 

northern negroes who refuse to be identified vjith southern b7c 

negroes, and East Indian negroes who do not want to be 

Identified with either of the other two groups. She said 

that even though the three groups are faced with the 

same problem, you are still faced with this division. 

She said this was real segregation which they have created 

for themselves, and asked the question, 'Wouldn't it be 

much better to unify the differences before we start 

talking about a negro party? ' . 



said he felt there were definite classes 



within the negro population. He wanted to know what 
basis or ground they had for a negro led third party, and 
whether the negro people themselves had created such an 
idea. He said we should find out if this vjas something 
the negro people wanted. 

I I made the comment that the negro people were 
not content with the slow legislation taking place for 
their rights, especially the negro youth, and that there 
was a growing Muslim movemen ts particularly in New York. 
I I sitting next tc| 1at the time, commented aside 



that this was a very dangerous movement, this Muslim be 
movement, - b7c 

"BEN said he felt that the question of imperialism was 
something that the average individual in the United States 
did not have a clear concept of. He said in the South and 
within the NAACP the negro movement was taking on the 
charact eristics of a Ghandi movement of passive resistance. 
I I also thoLight that in DENNIS' report the need 
that was not considered was the role of the individual 
Communist member. He said that this was something we all 
had to face, our role as individual members. He said 
that there were very few of us who weren't known as 
Communists in our neighborhood and he gave himself as an 
example* He said he was not trying to pat himself on the 
back, but in the town of Sharon where he was known as a 

- 5 - 



BS 100-7908 



"Coiranunlst, he was very active in Boy Scouts and also 
very active in the Little League. He said it was very 
gratifying to know that some of the mothers in town were 
very happy when their sons got on the team of which he 
was in charge. He stated that regardless of his political 
leanings they knew that their boys would be under a very 
fair coach and were always very happy when they got on his 
team. In organisaili£ma_JTithin the town, even though people 
knexf the way the I I felt, knew they had been called 
before the Commission, they \mve being accepted as- 
individuals. He said that we had to stand up and say to 
people, 'I believe in socialism,' and then tell them why. 
He repeated that he felt that in DEMIS' report there was 
a lack of discussion of the role of the individual member. 

I b orrimented that regardless of all the differences 
of opinion about the Conference, we had to admit there 
was some unanimity around the issue of peace. She said 
we should also recognize the fadt that there had been some 
progress made on the issue of unemployment. She mentioned 
that in Boston there has been a stand taken on banning 
the H bomb tests and that some of the comrades had a hand 
in basking this stand. She said it was only within the unions 
that there had been no stand taken on peace and the banning 
of H bomb tests. She also announced that on June 11, 1958, 
the Boston people are going to have a conference where these 
things could be discussed more fully. 



b6 
b7C 



^ spoke on anti-monopoly coalition tactics. 

He said we sliould not lose sight of our objectives which, 
depending on the political scene, would be different in 
each area. He said that in some areas we would have to 
work within the Republican Party, and in other areas within 
the Democratic Party, 

b6 

"I [reported that there was a definite split in b7c 



Rhode Island in the Democratic Party. He said they 
expected some third party legislation in Rhode Island. 



I I spoke again and commented that now that the 
Conference had taken place, we had to develop some unified 
line of work, but with individual fle3ability because 
individuals in different areas would be faced with 
different problems. She paid that Senator KENNEDY in 
New England was very weak on the negro question and it 
might be possible within our work in the Democratic 
Party to pin hijn down on the issue. 
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"MIKE asked to speak again. He said he challenged a 
statement that EUGENE DENNIS made at a previous conference. 
According to MIKE, EUGENE DENNIS made the statement 
that the negro people were the most advanced politically 
in the United States. MIKE said he challenged that 
statement dif DENNIS. He thought that lahor within ohe 
United States was the most class conscious group of 
people. He commented on Representative PO^JELL and said 
the recent trouble involving POWELL in New York was an 
open and shut reprisal and an attack on civil 3?lghts. 
He said when you consider the amount of money, $300 or 
more, that POVffiLL was supposed to have withheld from 
income taxes, then this was nothing but political repriaal. 

"MIKE also stated that we had to consider labor's role 
in regard to the two party system. This was something we 
should be alvfays aware of, to carry on the struggle 
against bourgeoise ideology, to carry on the struggle 
within the tv/o bourgeoise parties. He said there were 
certain political ramifications between labor and capxtal, 
and out of this would develop a third party, a formal 
labor party. 

"ARNOLD JOHNSON asked for the floor. He commented that 
we had gotten away from the t\^o main issues projected at 
the Conference, that we had become involved in the negro 
question to the exclusion of such issues. 

"Previous to this someone h^d asked about the Minority 
Report and ARNOLD JOHNSON reported that CARL WINTER and 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT had worked over the Northern Californian 
Resolution that was presented and from this the Minority 
Report developed. 

"ARNOLD JOHNSON stated that 'Political Affairs' in its June 
issue was publishing his report on the Conference. He 
said he ^agined there would be some cutting and alterations 
due to space, and other reasons, but nevertheless felt that 
his report would help clarify the situation a great deal. 
ARNOLD JOHNSON said that the projected formatipn of a 
negro party grew out of the POWELL situation. He further 
stated in regard to this matter that another negro 
candidate, BURTON, from Harlem, had made a statement that 
anybody in Harlem who voted against POWELL would be a 
traitor to the negro, and that this statement had been 
somewhat distorted by the New York 'Times,' This, he 
said, was the background of the possible formation of a negro 
party and why 4.t had come up. 
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"JOHNSON gave us three things he felt we should keep in 
mind in our work in other political parties, three 
principles of guidance: (l) We had to watch, study, 
and review the total policy of our activity within an 
elections campaign and attempt to correct any weak spot, 
and when working in a campaign, whether with the Democratic 
or the Repul3licap Party, we had to keep in mind always the 
Issues and not concentrate on one thing which, as individuals 
we were doing, and lose track of everything else; (2) That 
in an election campaign we had to keep in mind the develop- 
ment of individual political action on labor, that we had 
to be aware of the fact that it was always possible to 
develop individual labor candidates within the particular 
political party, and that if we did this without watching 
the issues, or if we were watching the issues without 
this, v;e vjere not doing our total job; and (3) That regard- 
less of our activity in the Democratic Party, Repubi^Lean 
Party or other party, the thing we had to do was concern 
ourself with the development of our own party prograjn, 
and that if we did not do this along with the first two 
we were not doing a good Job of things, 

"JOHNSON said we had to watch these three things ^nd also 
to be careful in becoming active in another political 
party that we do not lose our own identity in the 
Communist Party. 

"JOHNSON stated that in the DENNIS' report at the 
Conference it was pointed out that in the main we were 
to concern ourselves with peace and unemployment. He 
said that even at this District Committee meeting we had 
lost sight of such issues. He said it was easy to see why 
and see how this happens, but on the sane nuclear policy 
in New Jersey some of the comrades had been able to do 
quite a bit of work on the thing. He stated he thought 
that somebody should see Senator KENNEDY on this sane 
nuclear policy issue. 

"JOHNSON in referring to Ms three principles stated that, 
of course, some secondary issues would cpme about, such as 
attacks on labor, civil liberties and civil rights, all 
special issues, and we had to be aware of these. He said 
that while we could develop the dramatic, we had a 
tendency not %o develop th§ rank and file issues. He 
thought we h^d to get axvay from that a little and 
concern ourselves with more of what affected the welfare 

- 8 - 



BS 100-7908 



"of the masses. He said also we had to develop a certain 
perspective as to our future, that is toward developing 
a new party. JOHNSON also pointed out that even though we 
backed candidates and backed issues on a local level, it 
was also necessary In order to have a good perspective as 
to our future, to develop a little independence within 
these groups. 

"JOHNSON then spoke on the United Socialist ticket. He 
said there was still the problem of the Trotskyites still 
being against the USSR. On this he said you could ask 
the question, 'How can you be for peace and still be 
against the USSR?' He said we should see a relationship 
between ourself and the independent Socialist, and not 
allow the Trotskyites to move in on them. He stated you 
have to actually think about it and establish this 
relationship in your own mind betx-jeen you and the 
independent Socialist. 

"JOHNSON wanted to know who was going to take the place 
of Senator FLANPBRS who was not going to run again, and 
MOSE (ph) from Vermont did not have an answer for him, 
JOHNSON made the comment that in Rhode Island labor will 
have to push itself within the Democratic Party in order 
to get its candidates in there. JOHNSON said he felt 
that in Boston we were not doing engugh groundwork. He 
also said there was an absence of any real push for labor 
candidates everywhere and he thought we could do some 
work on it. He asked whether the ADA was still active. 
He received the answer that it was but not very effectively ^ 
He said we should take a positive outlook and become active, 
not along slipshod lines but based upon the particular i 
problem or particular issue in the area. 

"At this point it was agreed that the Conference report 

on the ' ponsolidation of the Party' should also be ^^ 

given by | | b7c 



I I reported that we were not yet over the hump, 

that, in some areas there were still a few membership 
trials in process or to be faced. He said that 2o Southern 
Californians had left the Party. He also said a group of 
ultra left people in New York were thinking seriously of 
leaving the Party. 
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] stated that by February there had been 3^000 



people registered in the United States :, and that by 
iinuiJ—tirLs figure had risen to 6,000 registered members. 

aid the feeling was they could double that figure. 



^reported that on a countrywide basis there 

lad been ten May Day meetings held. He did not elaborate 
on the areas where held. 



3?eported that in some areas the comrades had 



been able to exercise some influence on situations, 
mentioning as an example the garment industry in New York, 
where, because of a bad fire, some of our trade unionists 
within the garment union had gotten together. He said 
that because of the groundwork laid at this time, several 
Trade Union Safety Committees were later formed with the 
result that tiiey were able to put threugh some safety 
measures in the New York garment industry. He said that 
in Boston we are dragging our feet, that vre have to get 
busy on our funds drive and recruit new members. 



] said there was a lack of material coming 



in for ' Political Affairs , ' which was the reason it came 
out late each time. It was hoped that more people would 
contribute articles to 'Political Affairs.' 



reported the feeling was that you had to deal with 
anti-Party people in a firm and frifendly way, and not to 
push them any farther away.. He said that you had to 
deal with them reasonably and in talking with them you 
should do so on an ideological basis. 



b6 
b7C 



bb 
b7C 



asked who the 26 people in Southern California 
U-r.^ ar.H n+' ti nae named. I rememb er ARNOLD JOHNSON named 



of someone by the name of I 



was from Boston as one of the twenty-six. 



1 They als o made mention 
]who originally 



bo 
b7C 



] reported that 



had resigned from 



her position of leadership^ but was still active in her 
section. He said there were various other areas where 
people were resigning from a position of leadership but 
still active in their sections. 
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"The ot her two delegates were asked to comment and 

] reported that 'The Worker' circulation had increased 



from 9,000 to 12,000; that there was no disunity over the 
majority and minority problems; that most Party members were be 
still together as a Party, and that even though they took b7c 
different stands on things they were still together as a 
Party. 

I I felt that the majority of people were in agreement 

with the Majority Report of the National Committee. | | 

said once a majority decision is reached we should aix: 
carry it out even though we may not all be in agreement. 

I — Ip osed the question that they had discussed 
this majority report in her felub and they had some discussion 
on the Mass Policy of Socialism, that she did not feel that 
a Mass Policy of Socialism had been clarified, that she 
thought the National Committee should do something about 
that — 'What do you mean by the Mass Policy of Socialism?'. 



1 I stated he thought that the Party now should ^^c 



have some program of work. He said we should not take 
attacks against the Party lying down, that we should 
fight for the Party in every way possible. 

'I I stated that there were no full-timers with the 
exception of some in New York and one in Ch^.cago and 
that we had to raise the question of a full-timer in our 
district. 

"ARNOLD was asked to throw some light on the Minority 
Report and again reported that the Minority Report had 
been based on the Northern Calif ornian Resolution which was 
presented to the National Committee and published in 
'Political Affairs.' He said this had been worked over by 
CARL WINTER and CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT and presented as a 
Minority Report. 



said she felt the Majority Report had been a little be 
dogmatic, that it tried to go backward to a former era. bvc 



She thought that within the Party the right to dissent 
should be further clarified. She said that the Majority 
Report raised new ideas for discussion, that she was 
somevjhat disturbed by it and felt it was a return to the 
old bureaucratic methods. 
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1 l oommented that he had a few reservations 



about accepting it, that he would accept it but had certain 
reservations. He said we should try to be a bit more humble 
with people who disagreed with us, but did not like the ^g 
feeling that it was a return to former bureaucracy. , b7c 

\ I stated he believed in self-criticism and thought 

that in the past there were occasions when we should have ; 
been critical of the Soviet Union. He said he wanted to 
make a distinction between attack and s^lf-criticism, and 
expressed the feeling that the National Committee had not 
clarified this particular issue in regard to the Soviet 
Union. 

"There was a vote as to whether to accept the Majority 
Resolution. The vote consisted of 1 for a cceptance, 
none against, and 2 abstentions, and |^~~| vote for 
acceptance was not counted inasmuch as his status as a 
member of the District Co mmittee remained unclarified . 
The two ab stentions were J I 

I I did not vote on this because she had left 
earlier to attend a concert in which her daughters were 
appearing. 



bb 
b7C 



.made the comment that this was the first time we 

had a full District Committee meeting and the first time 
someone from Vermont was there." 

I 1 advised on June 11, 1958, that in the matter of the 
vote for acceptance of the Majority Resolution that 



I I at a meeting of the North Shore Section, Communist Party, 
USA, New England District, held on June 2, 1958^ at Peabody, 
Massachusetts, stated the vote was ten for acceptance, two 



abstentions, and one. MTCHAEL A. T^TTR.<qo. voting against the 
Resolution. I I according to ^ ^stated that|_ 



was accepted and that his vote was included in the ten voting 



] 



for the Resolution. Informant said ^ also advised those 



t 



bo 

b7C 
b7D 



in attendance at the Section Meeting that for the first time 
they had a full District Committee.) 

"At a previous District Committee meeting HOMER CHASE 
had been delegated to go into the New Bedford and Providence 
area and see what the situation was there. He was at 
least to leave them with the knowledge that we were going 
to have an organization in New Bedford. This had developed 
aa?ound PEl^JHA's testifying before the HCUA, 
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"homer in his report said that there had been some very 
positive results from his trip* He said a great many 
people had lost their jobs as a result of the HCUA 
hearings. He stated that the situation in New Bedford 
was somewhat more acute than in Providence. HOMER 
reported that in the New Bedford area they questioned the 
fact that PENHA had represented himself in error^ that he 
was not a member of the Party when he testified^ and that 
former comrades in that area wanted to know why there had 
not been a public expulsion of PENHA o He said PENHA had 
been expelled as a Party membe r and had been retux^ned to 
the Party at the insistence of I ~l Some comrades 

had not even been consulted abou t his returning to the 
Party; some had even begged F I not to take him back, and 
that the Party had not even held a meeting to discuss 
whether he should come back or not. He thought this whole 
thing v/as a manifestation of the error of not hg^ving a 
disciplined;, sti'ongly led- Party in orde r to fight imper ialism. 



he 

b7C 



that there was substantial evidence that[ 



had 

not even report ed the opposition to taking PENHA back 
again, and that ] ^ ^as a remnant of the careerist element 
found in our ranks every once in a while. He said that 
I I had a poor background in Springfield — this was 
brought out by the comrades in New Bedford — and that he 
was a real bureaucratic element in the Party. HOMER 
stated that y^^^^ there was a chance to have some democracy 
in the Party had just up an d left the Party and his 
feeling was tnat: f I should be ta ken to task . 

He said the feeling in New Bedford was that I b ad 
been entirely responsible for PENHA^s being brought back 
into the Party again. 



"in reporting on what had been accopiplish^d by his trip 
HOMER said wh at he did had actually been ac complished 
previously by | | He reported 

that there were several people who wanted to st^-y in the 
Party, that some dues had oeen paid, but that the question 
of a meeting place in the area had not been regolved. He 
was quite sure that the Party could be re-established in 
the Nev7 Bedford - Fall River area. He said that in 
Fall River, although predominantly French- Canadian in 
population, the only f o-rrrK^p mg^mh^-pa TAT^-pg^ eTevjJ ^h, and 
that tiiese had ^een led by 



and 
the3?^r 



He saw 



gave the im.presslon he could not do anything 



b6 
b7C 
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"HOMER also reported that he and his family hari hppn 
able to establish better relations with the 



family, but that so far such relationship was social in 
nature and witho ut any real political content. In fact 
he said that the | | had been to visit his mother, 
which was a step. 



]advised HOMER that it had been her impression that 



his trip was for the pui^ose of letting people knovj that 
we were" going to have an organization in New Bedford and 
he s^id/'Oh, ye^, that had been accomplished, . .,' but 
that thej.-'e were certain things unresolved such as not being 
able to find a meeting place. 

"The question of MIKE RUSSO was taken up. It was stated 
that MUCE had withdrawn his resignation from the National 
Committee and had withdrawn his resignation from the 
District Committee. There were several comments. They 
wanted first of all to know if MIKE had any political 
reasons for the action he had taken. MIKE stated that there 
was no political reason for his doing what he did. He 
said he reacted out of pure pique. He stated he had 
certain personal problems and was upset, but 'not because 
I have differences politically. ♦ The question arose 
whether it was a bona fide resignation becg.use he had not 
resigned properly. Previous to this HOMER had insisted that 
this be on the agenda and HOMER said his reasons for 
bringing it up were that MIKE had not made any particular 
niche for himself in a club and if MIKE thought about it 
there were certain political reasons implicated, 

"BEN stated that although MIKE'S action had been ill-timed 
it vjas not the action of a Communist, and that he did not 
feel it was entirely MIKE'S fault. He said that MIKE had 
been sent into the pistrict and had been in the District 
for only three months when he went away for five years. 
He said MIKE had returned du;c'ing the pre- Convention dis- 
cussion period and upon his return had been accused of 
being a full-fledged bureaucrat. BEN said that everything 
that had been wrong was blamed on MIKE an(J although we had 
other f^nctionaries all personal enmity had been directed 
at MIKE*, BEN thought that we should accept MIKE'S 
essplanation. 



]said that MIKE should think about it, and 



that if we thought back to the occasion when MIKE resigned, 
we would remember that it was du??ing a time when on a 
countrywide basis there were people who were just getting 



b6 
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"up and resigning* He recalled that at the time he 
?/Qndered if there were any political reasons for MIKE'S 
action. 



•[ 



] recalled that MIKE at that time should have 



offered some self-criticism and appax'ently it was hiS; 
HOVAN's, remarks on self-criticism that MIKE had gotten 
sore about and just walked out. He said he, himself, 
should examine himself critically for what happened as 
he was partly to blame and thought at the time there 
were political implications in MIKE's resigning in that 
fashion. 

"MIICS said that perhaps there were political implications, 
that he had been a functionary of the Party and was faced 
with the problem of no job ^nd no particular trade at 
whioh he could get a job^ that he had spent his life as a 
political organizer within the political life of the 
Communist Party, and that he had ce?7tain pressures to 
face and new adjustments to make. 

"HOMER injected that he would like some explanation as to 
the situation on PENIiA, Wliy it was not handled differently, 
MIKE answered and saiC, 'Listen, X inherited the mess you 
had up here^ and don't forget it was me from far away that 
dug PENHA out of the thing, ' He said he had been accused 
of being for GATES at that meeting and that there were many 
many times that he had disagreed with GATES. MIEKE said he 
did not like being put on one side or another, anddld not 
like the purge tactics taking place now at this meeting. 
He said that 'out of the seven years I have been up here, 
don't forget that five of those years I was away.' MIKE 
stated that in regards to PENHA and the Hungarian and 
other issues, he took a stand when no one else here did. 
He stated, ' I would like to tell you about those seven 
years, there are a lot of things you people do not know 
about and I would like to talk' about them. ' 



bo 
b7C 



] spoke. He eaid we were not for any purge but 



that we did have to consider sorae of the background of 
MIKE'S action, The final judgment would comQ through 
MIKE'S work on the National Cojmlttee, that just what 
type of work he did would b^ sort of the 'proof of the 
pudding. ♦ 



bb 
b7C 
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I I spoke. He said he was willing to accept MIKE'S 

point of view. He said that he had been in the area and 
knew some of the background and could easily understand 
MIKE'S action in resigning. 

"BEN had made a motion to accept MIKE'S w lthdraxfal of 

resignation to the National Committee and | | 

seconded the motion. No vote was taken. be 

b7C 

"MIKE spoke again. H? said that maybe the thing he should 
do was to resign again from the National Committee, that 
he found it very difficult to accept some of the things 
that were going on Just on an ideological basis. 



, I wanted to know if MIKE, feeling as he did, could 

go back to the National Committee and carry out the 
wishes of the District Comaiiiee, and that if he could not 



maybe he should resign. I I said he had not been here 
before and did not Icnow what was going on. 

"MIKE said he. was sorry but that there were a lot of 
things that have occurred wjiich, in good conscience, he 
could not accept --' many things in direct opposition to 
the resolutions passed at the Sixteenth National Convention. 
MIKE said that although he thought he was a good Marxist, 
and thought he had the interest of the organization at 
heart, there were things he could not accept Just on 
ideological grounds. 

"ARNOLD gave him a little advice, ARNOLD said he thought 
that when a man was given the authority to represent a 
group at the National Committee level that it was always 
advisable to consider the wishes of tl^e group he 
represented. He said MIKE had to think about it and 
deal vjith it under the whole context of leadership, that 
actually it was a problem of representation and leadership 
and that MIKE should consider it in this light. Did MIKE 
on resigning think about it in such terms? If not, he 
should have because of conscience. ARNOLD said that MIKE 
must realize that he represented a group of people back 
home and did not always represent himself as an Individual 
up there. 

I I said that although she had never taken issue with ^e 
HOMER, he should be able to remember that at ou,r Convention ^''- 
he made the comment tjaat the same old gang had gone in, 
HOMER disagreed with her* and ^aid that it was his brother, 
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1 I who made such statement. HOMER suggested that if 
MIKE felt the way he did it would foe good for MIKE if MIKE 
took a six months' leave of absence. 



, wanted something clarified for her. She said that 

inasmuch as MIKE had been elected to the National Committee 
foy the Convention she wanted to know whether the District 
Committee had the right to relieve him of his position as a 
National Cojnmitte'e raemfoer, or whether this was something 
for the Convention to do. ARNOLD JOHNSON said he thought 
the District Committee had the right to act in MIKE'S 
case based on his knowledge that where there had been 
resignations from the National Committee such positions 
had been refilled by the District Copnittees concerned. 



bo 
b7C 



]commented that the Convention constitution had 



never clarified this issue, that it had never been 
resolved. 

"BEN withdrew his motion and suggested vje table this 
discussion. MIICE then asked for' an opportunity to tell 
about the last seven years because, 'You people Just don't 
know what happened up here. ' It was finally agreed that 
we hold a special meeting on Jun$ 15 around the question of 
leadership. It was further agreed that MIKE be given the 
opport^nity to talk about the last seven yeao^s and clear 
the air at this 'special meeting, with no action to be taken 
until MIKE had an opportunity to get everything off his 
chest, 

"It was stated that on Jun$ 7 and 8 there v/ould be a 
conference for Boston Party people only oh drafting a trade 
union program, 

" MISCELLANEOUS 

> ,1.. .■■" - * 

"Followin g the meeting, I , . , 1 , 

^\ said they had to be in Sharon at eight o'clock and 



did not think they would make it. 



J house, and in tne meamj;Lme ax; [ 



1 back to 



b6 
b7C 



] 



house, MIKE pinned ARNOLD JOHNSON from New York down and 
asked him if he could be up here &t the special meeting 
on June 15. ARNOLD said he did not know whether he could 



or not "and MIKE said, 'I want you to be up here.' 

said he had to be in Pennsylvania the next weekend and 
the following weekend he h^d spmething else on, but if it 
was that important, he would be ^t the meeting .for MIKE. 
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had t o pick up his daughter at 



house < 



]went up and had coffee with 



bb 
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"At the meeting ^~^ had a lot of clippings about the 
political situation as it was developing on the North 
Shore, The clippings were given to ARNOLD JOHNSON who 
had requested items of local political Interest. They 
were taken from the Beverly 'Times' and Danvers paper. 



"On the way home 



affairs' and a May 'Masses' from] 



received a May 'Political 



Ildis cussed 



iii£_JQsiriocratic ?arty\ He said he thought 



activities in 
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[and 



iiriocratic party. He saia ne -cnougn-G | \ixii 

Jhould be much more careful about attending CP 



] to ARNOLD JOHNSON at th$ District 



affairs." 

A note directed by, , -- -. 

Committee meeting concerning the possible sale of old books and 
JOHNSON'S response on the back thereof is being enclosed with 
the copy of this channelizing memorandum designated for tlje 
New York Office file on ARNOLD JOHNSON. 



described 



as follows: 



Name: 

Residence : 

Race: 

Sex: 

Age: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Build: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Complexion : 



White 
Male 
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5' 8" or 5* ^" 

165 to 170 pounds 

Medix;im 

Dark - heavy eyebrows 

Black 

Dark - smooth 
Characte;ristics: Very fine mannered - intellectual 

type - joins tips of fingers when 
in thought. Believes he had a 
small mustache. 

All necessary action has been taken with respect to information 
furnished above. 
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM 

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (lOO»3-69) 

FROM: SAG, CHICAGO (lOO-337ij.l) 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
ORGANIZATION 
INTERNAL SECURITY- - C 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
DATE: y/^ /'^Y 



CAUTION SHOULD BE USED IN REPORTING THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION iN.>.jORDER TO PROTECT. THE IDENTITY OF THIS INFORMANT . 
IN THOSE CASES WHERE BRACKETS ARE USED 'TO ENCtfaSE A ^AMB OR " '^ 
QUOTATION, THE ENCLOSED PART IS 'NOT^ ACTUALLY' PROVIDED BY THIS 
SOURCE -BUT IS ASSI3MED:AND INSERTED •FO.&-:TiBE' ^AKE OF -CLA RITY. 

I • , . - ' i - ^ . , 

2 ~ Bureau (RM) - 
1 - Baltimore (RM) 

(100-12076 GEORGE MEYERS) 
1 - Cleveland (RM) 
(100-1^212 HXMAN LUMER) 

6 - Detroit (RM) 

CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) ' j 

CP, USA - STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 
COMINFIL ^ UA W) 

CARL WINTER) 

HELEN .WINTER) 
1 - Los Angeles (RM) • 

(I00»260l;ij. CP, USA .» ORGANIZATION) 
1 - Milwaukee (RM) 
(l00-i|.2-I CP, USA » WISCONSIN DISTRICT - 

ORGANIZATION) 
1 ■- Minneapolis (RM) 
(IOO-I878-P CPj.USA - MINNESOTA DISTRICT - 

ORGANIZATION) 
25 - New York (RM) 

CP, USA - DOMESTIC ADMINISTRATION 

ISSUES) (#7-5) 

CP, USA - FACTIONALISM) (#7-5) 

CP, USA - FUNDS) (#7-5) 



( 100-2050 
(100-17161 

(100-6075 
(100-807 
( 100-13420 
( 100-1371^0 
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(100-89691 



(100-87211 

(ioo-7ii56o 

(100-8662i|. 




CP, USA - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) (#7-5) 



B:^^CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP) (#7-5) 
JEKrwhh 
(49) 
Additional copies set forth on follox-^inj 



I up ~i^ oifi3^ri 
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25 - New York 
(100-8 061+0 
(100-8061;1 
(100-816?^ 

(100-79717 
(100-81338 
(100-89590 
(100- 

(100-128812 

(97-169 

(100-^013 

( 100-135320 

(100-7629 

(100-5i|965 

(100-32826 

(100-20128 

(100-8057 

(100-811^95 [ 

(100-105078 

(100-13203 

(100-271+52 

I - San JPranci 
(100-2771+7 

II - Chicago 
(100-18963 
(100-18953 

( 100-17977 

(100-19li31 

(100-22007 

(100-11+652 

( 100-271^8 

(61-867 

(100-20289 



(RM) 

CP, TJSA - NEGRO QUESTION) (#7-5) 
OP, USA - ORGANIZATION) (#7-5) 
OP, USA - PUBLICATIONS AND PAMPHLETS) (#7-5) 
CP, USA - POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) (#7-5) 
CP, USA - SECURITY MEASURES) (#7-5) 
GP, USA - STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) (#7-5) 
CP, NEW YORK DISTRICT - PAMPHLETS 
AND PUBLICATIONS) (#7-5) 
CP, USA, NEW YORK DISTRICT - 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) (#7-6) 
PUBLISHERS NEW PRESS )( #7-1) 
SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY) (#7-3) 
UNITED SOCIALIST TICKET) (#7- 3) 
COMINREL - NAACP) (7-l)';< 
JOHN ABT) {'#\Z^ -L^) 

H f^-l) 
ALEX BITTE,IMAN), (#7-1+) 
EUGENE DENNIS) iS^^^^ 

^n ( #12-5 ) 
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HYMAN LUMER^ (#7 -^;) 

I t #12-11^ ) 

ROBERT THOMPSON) (#7-5) 

SCO (RM) 
CP, USA - ORGANIZATION) 



CP 



ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
ILLINOIS DISTRICT 



USA, 
CP, USA, 
GP, USA, ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
CP, USA, ILLINOIS DISTRICT 
CP. USA. ILLIN OIS DISTRICT 



FACTIONALISM) 
ORGANIZATION) 
POLITICAL ACTIVITIES) 
STRATEGY IN INDUSTRY) 
SOUTH SIDE SECTION) 



CLAUDE LIGHTJTOOT) 
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CG ^172^3^ ^ on May 26, 1958? provided information reflecting 
that EUGENE DEMIS, I I CARL WINTER ^ HELEN WINTER^ HT LUMBR 

and two unidentified males were at the Headquarters of the GP 
of Illinois, 36 West Randolph Street, Chicago o 

This informal meeting dealt primarily with the agenda 
and the date for the next meeting of the National Committee (NC) , 
the situation in the Party today and some comments on strategy in 
industry. 

Date and Agenda for the Next Meeting 
of the National Committee (NC) : 

DENNIS said he wanted the group to take up a few 
matters informally. The first of these matters referred to the 
possible date and agenda for the next meeting of the NCo DENNIS, 
also mentioned the stories about Prance and General CHARLES DE GAULLE 
appearing in the press « 

CARL WINTER was critical of the fact that "The Worker" 
eviden1;ly had nothing on the French situation. 



|made available to LUMER the statement which he 

had prepared in regard to the situation in the South Side Section" 
{of the GP of Illinois) o 

DENNIS gave his opinion about this situation and said 
he thought a short statement should be published by the Staff here 
quickly o This statement would be a political one. DENNIS recalled 
that in the Eastern Seaboard Conference the point had been made 
with regard to the ultra«L^ft that it was necessary to bear in .^ 
mind that the majority in the group were Negroes and Puerto Ricans. be 
This cairfiai was necessary because of the fact that they could 
point out that for months and months JOHN GATES stated his 
position, but as soon as the Negroes took a position there was 
a crackdown. 

I I endorsed the idea of getting out a statement 
quickly. 

At this point, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT came into the office 
^i,%h "JOHN" (AST), who announced that LIGHTPOOT^s trial had been 
#et up for November I7, LIGHTFOOT and ABT then left the office. 
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Remarks of EtJG-ENE DEIOriS r 

DEJSfiniS said he wanted to raise the question of the time 
and agenda for the next NG meeting, DEMIS said the question arises 
whether plans should go forward for holding the NO meeting in 
June or to delay it until later, perhaps Juljo 

He went on to say that the following questions were left 
over at the last NO meeting. The question of moving the headquarters 
to Chicago and the National Labor Policy Statement. He said the 
FC^ meeting,^' will benefit from the regional meetings which are being 
held. 

DENNIS suggested that there are two questions to be 
scheduled for the NG - the Congressional elections and the economic 
situation. He said there is one question bothering him and that 
is the method of most constructively handling someof the backwash 
of the ^ internal situation. He declared it will be a happy day 
when the NC can meet without this problemo 

DENNIS pointed out that Northern California and Washington 
have a conf.erence scheduled for June 12, 13, llj. and l5, and 
questions to be taken up there are very similar to what have been 
taken up hereo 

CARL WINTER said that there is one thing that bothers 
him, the^paper^'. 

DENNIS said they wanted to take that-upo" He added that 
he talked on the phone to BOB THOMPSON who informed him that New 
York just had the best mobilization on "The Worker" that they have 
had in the whole periodo The State Committee meeting over the 
weekend went into it. 

Discussions on time for the NC meeting followed. Other 
meetings and events influenced the matter^ DENNIS brought up 
the point that possibly the next meeting might be held in Octobop 
except that would be a bad time since it is the last month before 
the elections. DENNIS said he favors the meeting after the next 
being held immediately after the election. Possibly in between 
there will be some regional conferences o 
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Remarks of ITnldentlfled Individual : 

An unidentified man said that the points raised by 
DENNIS certainly must come up for discussion but he would also 
like to see such questions as the Latin American ^vlp of (Vice 
President) NIXONo He sees this as a necessity because the Party 
has to give leadership and guidance and allow people to bring in 
questions for discussion other than the national questionc 
He described GENE^s report on the inner«Party situation the day 
before as a very good one and said he would like to see a report 
like that on the agenda of the NO meetings Further, this should 
be confined in such a way that it is constructive and does not 
create an eruption, but the more forthrightly such questions are 
handled the better * 



Remarks ot \ 
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who had come into the office, wanted the 

paper taken up and the matter of the sulj drive and the fund drive o 
Further, as soon as possible the Party should go on to the 
Labor Policy Statement. 

Remarks of 



I I said he feels there is some contradlcticn 

between ' the need to carry out the constitutional requirements 
and the desire to do so as well as the capacity o He wanted to 
make sure that any problems that arise are solved within the 
constitutional frameworko He wanted to see problems of factlonalian 
resolvedo The NEC can develop the agenda of the NC meeting so 
factlonalists wonH take the meeting and to prevent the NC 
meeting from falling into the hands of factlonalists o Something 
should ^be done with regard to factionalism because even where be 
(fistrlcbs do not have groups of factlonalists there are individuals b7c 
in. communication'^ith factlonalists o This is true in Minnesota 
and in Wisconsin, All this gives rise to political "sit down 
strikes" o' 

I [ referred to the situations which have arisen whe-re 
people have resigned their posts in their districts and have no 
responsibility and are free agents « Yet they retained membership 
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in the NO and played a role of a negative kind. I I said he felt 
the meeting held over the weekend was very good and the discussion 
was very complete « It does not necessarily follow that a NG meeting b6 
will take place with the same kind of feeling because in a NC b7c 
meeting you have a concenizatlon of forces such as was not had 



'I 



added he would like to see some 



at the weekend meeting . 

action taken with those individuals who retain their NC posts but 

who have given up their other responsibilities o 



] said he wants to see something done about the 



bb 



minority in the NCo It isn't wrong t^ have a minority .on a single 
issue but' when it becomes a closed minority on every question^ 
this is another matter ,» He thinks this does not constitute the 
carrying out of the "right of dissent". It more closely resembles ^^ 
a split • He feels it is necessary to go beyond the steps taken 
yesterday an d thay must be a^ressive steps to resolve these things o 
He mentioned | | who has a major role in the ultra-Left o 

He said there is no question h v^ -UnQ-h .there is communication 



throughout the country between] |and others and no question 



about other people taking positionSo This is a national question 
and it needs a certain amount of coordination* Beyond this there 
are serious organisational problems,, The financial problem 
presents a big gap between the desire and what is actually 
carried outo 



Remarks of CARL WINTER ; 

After BY LIMER said that he favors further discussion 
with regard to the Labor Policy Statement, CARL WINTER spoke* and 
said he thinks there should be a practical opening -up of the 
(Party) program and an effort made to. get to the membership'* 
It doesnH necessarily have to be anything mpre than giving the 
Party an assurance th'at the leadership Is ready to go to work 
on the program preparationo He said he doesn^ t know whether 
this should be on the JTQ agenda or not. He feels that it might 
be approached through consideration of the Negro question and 
proceed to tactical questions and consider the theoretical 
approach and the bearing on the 'internal sltuationc. 

WINTER said that whether this is on the agenda or not 
he wishes that questions on the agenda could be handled by 
previous- preparation in writing and with limited discussion at 
the meeting itself-* With regard to the question of moving the 
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Center ta Chicago, the people could. come to the nie.eting, not 
necessarily tq hear the details^ but to pass on" it* Secondly-, 
tlie ^Labor Policy Statement sho.uld be in the hands of the members 
before the meeting, This should be, approached in a realistic' 
fashion. The Party i3 not going* to have, a well~rounded«out 
tirade union resolution^ but it' is necessary to have something 
that summarizes the main- thoughts of the Regional Labor Conferences 
and which ^can be pointe'd to as a 'guide until the next convention 
or the-; /. IfC (meeting) in the first part of 1959o This must 
be 'prepared for the immedi^ate workc 

WHjITBR said that for be titer or worse it would be 
beJtter to get it , to the membership now with the maximum possible 
agreement reflected in" it so the Party organization can be told' 
to go ahead *with ito This should be -s^nt oiit in advance stf ydu 
dorlH have to spend- too' much tltae discu'fsi^g ito /In it , the 
decisions ,of the Regional Labor Conferences should bq .respectedo 
Thd membership should be given something from those conferences, 

WINTER recalled that, in the past things have been 
handled by repor ts. He' recal ls one made by GENE DENNIS on the 
peace questioiio I I made one on another subjecto Other 

matters can be handled in the same way with members being given theit^ 
content a week in advance o These reports can reflect the main 
line of the Party« The people can come to the NC meeting and 
concentrate .on what is needed without- defining what constitutes 
points of differenceo, Positions can be clarified at the 
meeting and amended versions of the report can be made through *^ 
strengthening or by more information^ but everybody will know ^ 
what the argument is' about* WINTER said he thinks this ia 
necessary if the NC is going to be a deliberative body^ 

With regard to saving the Party, WINOER said that some 
non«Party people, who look to the Party for guidance, asked him 
to speak to them after hearing/.:all kinds of things that the Party 
has been destroyed*. Some of the things he told them reassured 
themo ' He thinks this can be done around th^ Party generally, 

WINTER said he wants the financial question facedo 
It must be 'admitted that with, a Smaller membership the Party 
has r smaller resources so it is neicessary to scale down things » 

WINTER said he wants the matter of the paper settledo 
He wonders if they are going to dribble along with no way to save 



6 ^ 



b6 
b7C 



CG 100-337^1 



it. He is ready to consider anything' tha:t will save money and 
make it possible to guarantee the existence of the paper. 

WINTER also mentioned that there is the question of 
registration, which DENNIS dealt with, including the handling of 
certain categories of members^ particularly shop wbrkers. 

WINTER said he would like ^ to see all these points 
included on the agenda but th^re should be preparation on them 
outside the NO meeting so that the time M the meieting itself can 
be used for dealing with some practical questions « 

Also WINTER said he would like to see the' next NC 
meeting set up uniform agendas and r3quii*e the NC, to meet In - 
regions, perhaps rigjht after the primaries sometixrle around the 
middle of September, in order that an effort can be made to 
mobilize th3 Party for the election cartipaignsp 

WINTER recommended that the last NC meeting of the year 
be held' at the very end of the year. He also urged that the next 
NC meeting be held either June 28 or July 12. , .''-At- any. rate • 

' .... '^ it should be held soon because it has already been delayed 
too long. The Labor Policy Statement" may be meaningless and it^ 
will affpct the morale of the membership. Getting it out now would 
^Q ' a shot in the arm. .. ^^ ^ 

Remarks of BY LTIMER ; 

LUMER recommended that the matter of the (CP) program 
be handled without necessarily making it a question on the NC 
agenda. HY LtMER indicated further ^that not only are some notes 
of JIM ALLEN being made available but also (ALEX) BITTEEMAU has 
some. 

DENNIS stated the program won^ t be put; on- 
this meeting of ' the NC; however, anybody who wants to make a 
motion for it can do so, , LUMER stated he feels it;can he handled 
through a program .committee. He repeated that he thinks it is 
neither necessary nor advii^able to make it a point on t.he agenda*^^?' - 






CG ipO-337lj.l 



Exchange Between EUGENE DENITIS and CARL WINTER: 

I 

£)ENNI,S stated that as a matter of information for the 
comrades, the New York leadership p'roposed that the NO meeting be 
held June llj. and 1^. Then ^ it heard from Northern California 
that they are holding what amounts to' a convention. MI OKIE 
(LIMA) mentioned that about the same time Southern California 
Would have a convention.^ The New York people then set the date 
for the NC at June 29. ^ 

DENNIS continued that the ^Regidnal Conferences are 
not technically 'tM^S»?tSh0-':«- constitutional or political sense 
substitutes for the NC meeting, but they have gl bearing on the 
date and agenda for the meeting. 

Contiiihing, DENNIS sai4 he feels the question .of the 
move to Chicago and the Labor Policy Statemerit are all, that can 
be Qovqred in the next NC meeting. Perhaps the dbrrlrades should 
assemble in New York a couple of days ^in advance "of the NC 
meeting for a Trade Union Commission meeting and theh they can 
gb over the Labor Policy Statement. 

WINTER <v,rei)eated his advice and urged that his 
method of sending out mat-erials an'd' reports and. the acting on 
motions at the meeting be adopted; Hq sa^ld people can come to 
the meeting better prepared and not ready with just general 
talk. If they want general talk let' them prepare an article fer 
."P.A.« 

With regard to the international situation, DENNIS 
stated that the important thing is to get into the hands of the 
Party material like that in ^^The Kommunist" on Yugoslavia. ^^ 
Also "P. A." has the Chinese "Pravda" editorial. These will ^^^ 
help the thinking. 

With regard to the national political questions >• DENNIS 
said there already has been two .major- .discussions in the NEC^ 
They tied their discussions in with the question of GATES. 

WINTER said he could see emergj.jig from" the NC a motion 
for a lasting committee on the Labor Policy Statement which will 
see the light of day in 1959* This is why he favors getting 
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something out immediately so another round of -debate is not set 
off. He deplored the fact that one and one«half years have 
passed sipce the convention with no statement yet. He thinks 
that if the document draxra up from the Regional Labor Conferences 
emerges, it will be the'mdst democratically prepared document in 
the Party in years. 

Remarks of CLAUDE LrGHTTOOT ; 

CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT c:ame into the off ice . and , inquired 
whether a time was set for the 'NC .meeting. DENNIS told him the 
feeling 'is that, the meeting should go through ag scheduled, 
June 28 or 29. DENNIS then "suggested the possibility of 'regional 
meetings held shortly after Labor "Pay <, . He pointed Out the 
economy of such meetings in view of th^ fact that a NC meeting 
iii^New York runs about ^,000, The regional meetings afford^ 
a savings of around $3,000. 

LIGHTFOOT said he would put in the question at this 
point of where is the Party going on the question of deciding 
d?iy-to-day questit>ns in relation to the labor movement. He 
noted that ^tSiings must be .sefSn as changing rapidly o He thinks 
the Negro question and the labor policy question have the earmark 
of internal approaches. If a L^bor Policy Statement is going^ 
to be adoptedj^is it one which can be taken to the masses with 
a .clear answer to problems* If a discussion is held oh the Negro 
question, is it going to be an internal polemic on HARRY HAYWOOD 
on self-determination? In the Negro movement^ there is a need 
for direction. How are the ;goals aet up in the next few years 
going to be achieved? LIGHTPOOT said that in the meeting he 
got the feeling, in regard to the electoral policy, that the 
question of a Farmer-=Labor Party, or a Peoples^^^ Party, needs 
to be sharpened up or else labor won^t get what it wants. In 
other words a fusing is necessary, . The anti-monopoly thing, 
(coalition), has no flesh and maybe the Party cahH give it any 
flesh but, at least, that is the goal -toward which the Party is 
heading. 'Even. In the Illinois , Draft Document there. is an 
oversight of the Democratic Federation of Labor (Democratic 
Federation, of Illinois). This is an independent movement and 
where does the Party want it to move to? LIGHTPOOT conclu^ied 
by saying he- just wanted' to agitate a little but after a pause 
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LIGHTFOOT continued and raised the matter of the economic crisis 
and asked the question, where is the Party on thist Is the crisis 
a degression? What changes will a change in the political picture 
bring about? 

Conclusion of the Discussion Around MC Meeting ; 

Going along with LIGHTPOOT, WINOER said he could add 
a little more friction and asked should not the Party be prepared to 
say something pretty soon about 1959? 

After DENNIS said he sees no need for it alb the -coming 
WC meeting, MUTER said that what he had ih mind was that since 
this is a discussion, including the itiat.ter of agenda .and with 
th^ next full meeting of the NO taking place -at the end of 1958, 
.there had better be something ahead on the time requirements. 

DENNIS siaid he has" enough suggestions for the NC 
meeting whenever it takes place and it will meet for quite a 
few days. He asked if it isn't so that the NAACP is having a 
convention about June '2J or 28. 

WINTER asked if anything is being done about possible 
personnel changes in the NC so far as districts are concerned. 

After HELEN WINTER said this must be done by the 
districts, DENNIS said that there is a question 'which was left 
ovpr from the last meeting and which was not, covered here and 
that is the question of the NEC itself. It will be on the agenda 
of 'this next meeting. 

DENNIS said they wanted to take up here the question 
of the Labor Commission, a Secretary, etc. After LIGHTPOOT left 
the meeting for a few minutes, DENNIS said therd has been one 
proposal that the NC have one big over-all report on the 
election. After WINTERS, comment that he thought the Party 
graduated from that (lojag reports) a long time ago, DENNIS. 



said he certai nly is not among- the applicants to give that 
report. | | said that kin<i 6t report will bring out general 



discussion, but nothing will be decided 
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New York Sfcate Elections ; 

DENNIS toldMIMSRhe would like, to ask M's impressions 
of the New York State elections « DENNIS commented thatWINIER knows 
tljat a conference has tieen called by the TROTSKYITES and the call 
has been s6nt to former state leaders of the AoLoPo (American 
Labor Party) o A' draft document is going out in conxl^ction with 
Jihis conference o This" group is going hel^-^bent for a full state 
ticket. The big objective is to get -their partyon the ballot.' 

DENNIS said the OP 1$ on the defensive on this 
qtiestiono He said that this group knows they will get hardly 
any trade union support, consequently they are being given calls 
in a selective wayo The approach is to have a conference of 
triade unionists in such and such a loe^fel'^' or shopo Nevertheless, 
their trade union and Negro support will be very v6ry small o 

DENNIS 'said "we^! took the position, in respect to the 
thing, that "we^" would look seriously at an independe^a^t candidate, 
not on the basis of this grouping. He said the conference to 
whibh he referred will be held Jtine 13 ^nd ll|., and he guessds there 
will be as many as 1,000 delegates o 

WINTER agreed with DENNIS that the Party is on the 
defensive in this matter « He feels that the Party could take 
the position that what is needed ia positive action on the peace 
issue particularly. 

Strategy in Industry : 

Comments of EUGENE DENNIS ; 

The next subject taken up was the labor matter and 
DENlJlS said that everyone knows there is no Labor Secretary and 
the likelihood is that there wonH be a Labor Secretary^ There 
may be strong reasons why there should not be such a poqt. but 
this is quite apart from the responsibility. ' More important 
than the absence of somebody holding ±he post of Labor Secretary 
is the fact that you have the whole National Trade Union 'Gommissicn 
with no coordination on an industrial basis, with the exception 
of auto. 
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DENNIS wondered if it could not be possible to 
consider a commission in this area having the responsibility for 
industries in this area. The commission in the East would have 
the responsilDility for industries chiefly in its own bailiwick 
and the West Coast would have lumber and the maritime work. 

In these latter two, there is need for national 
coordinationo DENNIS said he thought that where national, 
over-all coordination was desired, could be reached through 
the NECo 

DENNIS called for remarks from the others, but before 

they got underway he expressed a wish for a blackboard, since 

the lack of one inhibits him. LIGHTR)OT said he doesnU know 
why it should o 

(There was a pause while something was secured upon 
which to write o) 

Remarks of GLAITDE LIGHTPOOT ? 

CLATIDE LIGHTFOOT declared that 'he needs no blackboard 
for .what he has to say. He said he would prefer the Party get 
on . top of the labor situation. .The Party makes good statements 
but after the statements are made, what happens to them? How 
effective are those statements? This arises primarily from 
the ^fact that there is a vacuum that has been left in the labor 
movement as far as the Party is concerned. The vacuum to which 
he refers is something on an organized basis down below* The 
generator for much of the activities in the past has been in 
the Left Trade XJnionSo There arenH any "left" so to speak 
now<» . This means the Party must go babk and rebuild --at certain 
points a certain basis of operation and ".attention should be 
given to thato It is ^^ery Tsell to say what should be done in 
auto in a contract struggle and have people conversant with all 
that goes on, but by stopping there, the Party gets no where. 
So he sees the question of restoring what was formerly called 
a (pause « there' is a found as though LIGHTPOOT were writingo) 
After LUMER' ' asked what "it" is called now, LIGHTFOOT said 
he does not know but "it amounts to the same thing" o He said 
he does not care about "that name" but the content is what he 
is talking about « 
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LiaHTPOOT said he will list "these three" (possibly unions 
and he apparently wrote " them down) and not necessarily in the 
order of their importance. It may be said simply that within ■ 
these the Party must have a point to which it is working so that 
three years from now, the Party will hav.e "achieved springboards 
from which it can affect the internal ppUcies of the given outfits . 
but alsx> springboards for other political considerations, 

LIGHTPOOT said he sat in that meeting the other day 
and others know CARL's line. What is the concrete situation 
"here"? (Possibly pointing to one of the three unions, perl^iaps 
TJAW) ; Nobody knows it. There was- a discussion on contracts! 
goodt But what can be done to help restore the Party organization, 
if necessary, and he, LIGHa?F0OT, does think it Is xiecessaryo 

LIGHTFOOT went on to raise the question of the situation 
"here" (evidently pointing to another i|n1nn. perhaps TJERMWA). 
LIGHTPOOT referred ,to this grouping as (possibly | | . 



He noted, that mergers have ta'^en place J Then he asked what is 
the situation against what it was prior to these? Has any 
progress been made? If not, why not? LIGHTFOOT said he is 
urging political leadership which is not departmentalized or 
specialized. Rega'rdless of the industrial set up the Party has 
a two-fold iob. One is to deal with the industry as such but 
also to be in a position to handle problems arising out of what 
mentioned thfe other day how certain shop people begin to go 
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iomeetings and tell the workers things a's part of a general 
attitude or general program. Leaflets go to different places 
and contacts are made as in years' gone by. Whatever machinery 
the Party has must be geared to meet that- problem as well as 
what are the Party relations to the general set up. 

LIGHTPOOT said he thinks that a Labor Secretary is 
not needed in the old sense, but an orgo department could 
handle thisi* The situation of the past whe3?e there were ten 
or eleven unions requiring coordination does not prevail today o 
LIGHTPOOT thinkS' that who ever in the Center is going to 
head up the.org department will pay particular attention to 
this phase of the work and ther e may be a committee around that 
person, with a guy like GEORGE | | or METERS) or who ever 
knows industry in general. 
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DEMIS asked whether LiaHTFOOT was not urging coordination 
assuming the org. department or whatevier it is that concerns 
itself with the trade union work. . LIGHTPOOT' said he was not 
arguing against the point of coordination. 



Remarks of 



spoke and urged that something be done on the 
problem since there is nothing' in existence now. He felt that 
one reason why this has not been settled ^.s that there are too 
many diversions which take away all the time. He thinks that 
it lis a sad commentary, for instance, that the Party goes into 
a defense ' Job without asking the help of the trade union people. 



I; 



said thslt he had talked mostly with| 

and the sjbjaff and at this time, he sees no one else 
who can handle 'the 'work. Therefore, the Party must loqk for a 
substitute which is far from ideal and less preferable than 
having coordination through a National Labor Secretary* Because 
the Party had a Labor Secretary Kho operated as the Party as 
a' whole operated, to a large degree on 'a top level of operation, 
does not mean that this has to be a way of life by any means c 
Just because it has been compartmented doesn^t mean it can^t 
be corrected. Just -as the Party emphasised centralism and not 
enough democracy, does not mean an attempt can^t be made to 
correct this. 
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said he feels that seeking national cooi?dination 
of the trade union work is essential and it is impossible to 
operate without a National Trade Union Commission. ¥hether this 
conjmission has representatives from the regional structure and 
meets to coordinate or not, it^ could be valuable as a« coordinator. 
Jt might be decided- to have three trade union committees in the 
regions and they could meet on a regular basis. Then the 
Chairman and Secretary could constitute the National Trade Union 
Commission. 
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]*said ;he feels ^ it is not good enough to have 



mere ly a regl nnal at^nntnrQ without a sub«committee of the NCo 
When I I s ugge s ted the P.O, of Michigan as possibly being in 
charge of this region, WINTER said "impossible!" 
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recalled that DEMIS once talked of the 
utilization here of, .(writir^g) o A group like this could play the 

same role which] jdoes. and it would lead and set policy and 

would also have the kind of connectioi® which he considers 
essential. He said he thinks- the Party cannot work out a policy 
on limited contacts with comrades in the shops o It must be done 
industry by industry <> In the 1,930s the Party relied on everybody, 
not Just a few, in steel o 
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Concluding, I I said he thinks that for the time 



being and as the process of rebuilding the Party goes on, a 
division of labor on an industry-wide basis can be arranged 
with a form- of national coordination working with the orgo 
department and e:j^si^ing this as time goes ono He Said he thinks 
it is bad that since the resignation of the Labor Secretary and 
in the last few, months there has not been a collective discussion 
with any other part of the co'untry on these quest ions « 

Remarks of CARL WINTER t 

CARL WINTER said he favors the regional arrangement 
through necessity and maybe it will prove to be a virtue. Pbr the 
long haul though, what is necaasaiiy is something which combines 
features of both what GENE and I l are considering He also 
agrees that in the long view what CLAUDE has raised must be 
'dealt witho 

He said he thinks something is needed like (writing) 
a bulletin, or some vehicle for these things. In auto, the only 
reason the Party can he effective^ in any degree, after decisions 
are reached, is that they can be conveyed to people who make 
them their own, 

WINTER said that at the last convention (writing) 
came out in a special edition and "we wrote it" o This is how 
opiniohs can be conveyed*, There is no means of communication 
with something like %his" . It it wsre cf a national character then 
there is a certain legitimacy that it acquires and people can 
begin a national exchange* "We pleaded with these people to ^ 
prepare some material and some of our people can participate". 
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He Indicated that the (press) credentials which 
and I n have are helpful 

WINTER said he thinks there are a lot of places that 
can be rediscovered and reactivatedo In the meantime he favors 
the regional Party Commission ideao It offers a possibility 
for work. The NEC should coordinate wherever necessary* He 
said he thought "March of Labor" was really on its way about the 
time it folded upo It acquired a line and a style and it began 
to get contributors • 

General Discussion; 

(DENNIS began writing and from the conversation 
he was recording possibilities for 'the Trade Union Coinmissioho ) 
After D ENNIS had written/ LI GHTR)OT stated he wanted to 
propose d I instead, of himself o LIGHTPOOT 

said he thinks he cannot make the contribution in this field 
that he can .in the Negro fields 

WINTER said that he has grave problems o LIGHTFOOT 
said.he- cannot see a labor sat-up without CARLo WINTER said 
if he works on the trade unions then a Do Co is needed for 
Michigan. 

Upon I I suggestion, the offering of proposals 
fo3? the Trade Union Commission was pdstponed until the NC meeting. 

WINTER commented that certainly the Midwest Labor 
Conference was a g2?£)a1:?^d€mcnstration of the validity of the regional 
arrangement. With a little top coordination on a regional basis 
and periodic conferences the Party' can make progress o 

WINTER suggested t hat a Secr etary of such a .regional 
set up should be in Chicago o | n sQ-id the stuff is really 
piling up and 'he would agree to act as Secretary of the Commission^ 

This informal meeting ended at this point « 
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Angeles (100- )(CP, Membership ){RM) 
Angeles (100- )(CP, Factionalism) (RM) 
York (100-16021) (ARNOLD JOHNSON) (#19-1) (RM) 
( 100-8057) ( EUGENE DENNIS) (#19-^1) (RM) 
( 100-27)^52) (ROBERT THOMPSON) (#19-1) (RM) 
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"May 25. 19^8 

^'Monday, May 19-1 attended a Horth Shore section meeting of 
of the New England Coimn\inist Party at 
in Ly3an. 



"nPI-^rigft fl-h-h.Anrl1r)0> TATftr>ft ; 



I 
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"A colored man entered 
floor when we entered the house. 



apartment on the first 



"Points on the agenda to be discuss ed were; 
Political Action, Minority Report, Report by I ~ 
Eastern Seaboard Conference, Election^ 



San e Committe( 
I on the 



that 



"On th e same committee 
] had not yet seen 



and others to 



reported 



approach them on working to have advertisement run in a Lynn 
paper for the Sane Committee on Kuclear Policy, 



was supposed to give a report on Politica:|. 



Action but was not prepared. He merely stated that various issue^ 
would come up as the election time became closer • ] 

"We all agreed that we should be sle^t to issues like 
unemployment benefits, sales tax, withholding tax, etc. and taking 



advantage of these to notify the voters. On the minority report we 
voted in favor of the majority report with the exception of _ 



]who abstained, not having read the minority report and 



]who voted for the minority report 



] said that it is the first time since the 



convention that the National Committee can proceed to work now 
that a vote has been taken. 
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1 l eave a report on the Eastern Seaboard Conference 
at which he, MIKE RUSSO and | [ attended. 

' I I said that ARNOID JOHNSON had spoken at the conference 
and said that the depression and work for peace are the most 
important activities. 



I I said that Sattirday afternoon was given to 
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political action and that ARNOLD JOHNSON had said that the 
work of comrades in the Democratic Party was not just building 
the Democratic Party but to work toward gaining an anti-monopoly 
colition within the Democratic Party. 

\ [ said that ARNOl^D JOHNSON explained that in working 
on issues pertainins to the depression we should work with the 
same anti-monopoly colition in mind. He also told of working for 
Negro rights, civil liberties, etc. 



said that Simday the cmrPe-penGe was devoted to 



conditions within the Communist "Party. |said that BOB 



THOMPSON was to speak and participate ana aid attend for a while 

but did not feel well enough to participate. | [attributed his 

illness to a head injury. -DENNIS took over in THOMPSON* s place. 



[ reported that in the i|.th district in Pennsylvania 
(I think f I said Philadelphia area) the Party members have been 
able to work in both the Democratic and Republican Parties and 
have been successful in getting a Negro candidate on the ballott 
in both parties. 

I I said that. DENNIS had said that we should work to 
get Negro and labor candidates on the ballott and elected. 

I I reported that DENNIS had reported a registration of 
900 industrial members in New York with an additional nine new 
members. DENNIS said that there are 6000 paying dues members in 
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the country. He also said t l-.at t he sale of ^Political Affairs* 
runs between 7000 and 8500. I [ said that DENNIS said that hj 
the end of the year we should have 10,000 paying members. 

"According to l I DEMIS had said that we should get ,.5 
as many old members back into the Paity as- possible and also keep b7c 
in close touch with unemployed people. 

"He said that PENNIS had told of how 26 people in 
Southern California had left the party as a group and had given 
out damaging statements against the party. He said that members 
in northern California had repudiated these 26 people. 

«He also told how DEMIS had said that 60 people in New 
York had thought of leaving the party because the party was not 
revolutionary enough but decided to stay. 

"He said that DENNIS reported that in June, 195? we had 
9^00 Worker subs and that now we have 12,000. 

I I reported that I l of the Socialist Labor Party 
had been to see them and had explained that they had to hold a 



and others 



meeting in order to stay on the ballot and wished 
to attend to help them do this, 

"¥e discussed whether we should support the Socialist 
Labor Party in, this and decided we should. b7c 
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■ « | I said that she thought only member of . t.hfi ClmTiTmmist . 
Party who are known should attend this meeting ^t the I I 



on Thursday, May 22. She did not think the| |or| | 

should attend. 



I [ said he did not think we should m^et at the | 

in Beverly because of security reasons as both | J 

are working in the Democratic Party. We decided to hold our next 
meeting at the Russian Club hall on Northend Street, Peabody on 
Monday, June 2. 
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"Aft er some conversation betvrefinJ 
^^.fiTllng l I how Ms stepsor 



inv^estigated because theL 



, regarding 

J was being 



] had given $10.00 which was used 



to support 'Daily WoykeyT n" I said that undoubtedly the P.B.I, 
has some information on the | "| but as there have been no 
•stooges' on the Worth Shore they can not prove it. 
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TO; 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-69) 



DATE: 6/27/58 



FROM: SAC^ NEW YORiC (lOO-8064l) 



SUBJECT: CP, USA - ORGANIZATION 
IS - C 



CARE MUST BE UTILIZED IN HANDLING AND REPORTING 
TEffi FOLLOWING INFOR MATION S INCE THE VERY NATURE OF THig 
INFORMATION TENDS Tg"mSCLOSE THE IDENTITY OF A HIGHLY 
PLACED AND ' SENSITIVE INFORMANT . ' ' ■ 
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CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP 
100-9595) (WILLIAM WEINSTONE) (7-5) 
100-23825) (BENJAMIN J. DAVIS,, JR.) (7-5) 
100-1696) (ELIZABETH GURLEY FLYNN) (7-5) 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3^- New York (100-21) (Morning Freihelt) 
iQr New York (IOO-80638) (CP, USA - MEMBERSHIP) (7-5) 
■^ - New York 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 



- New York (IOO-I8065) (JACK STACHEL) (7-5) 

- New York (100-25907) (V. J. JEROME) (7-5) 

- New York (100-54651) ICP. USA - NA TIONAL GROUPS) (7-5) 

- New York (100-7918) [ I (12-10) 
100-21) (Mo] 
100-80638) _ , 
100-8057) (EUGENE DENNIS) (7-5) 

New York (IOO-I6976) (ANNA LOUISE STRONG) ^ , 

New York (100-86624) (CP, USA - INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS) (7-5) 
New York (100-80640) (CP, USA - NEGRO QUESTION) (7-5) 
New York (100-20) (MORRIS SCHAPPES) (7-6) 



- New York (100-129802)(CP, USA 

New York (100-80641) 
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NY 100-80641 

On 6/4/58, NY 2179-S* advised that a meeting 
was held on the alppve date in the third floor board 
room, CP Headquarters, 23 West 26th Street, NYC According 
to informant, those in attendance were BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, 
JR., JACK STACHEL, VJILLIAM WEINSTONE and V. J, JEROf/DE, • 
The discussion pertained primarily to the Jewish 
question. 

Informant advised that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR., 
opened the meeting by reading a letter dated 5/27/58 
from Los Angeles, California, from ELIZABETH (GURLEY 
PLYNN) which letter DAVIS stated was addressed to 
JACK (STACHEL?). According to the informant, ELIZABETH'S 
letter stated as follows; 

"I" have written to you about some of the 
problems here (California) relating to the Jewish 
question. It is a constant topic of discussion wherever 
our "Jewish comrades" and friends gather. Some have be 
"left the Party..." ELIZABETH indicated that she was b7c 
not too informed on the Jewish ques tion a nd said that 
she had met with I 1 . He | 

is in the unhappy position of a "retired leader" and is 
not readily accepted here. 

Continuing, informant advised that the letter 
referred to some sort of a fund drive which was held 
simultaneously with the "People's World" drive which 
made it hard and"almost disasterous" to both our Party 
groups. The letter stated that there were some 500,000 
Jewish pjpulati on in Los Angeles and "our people are 
largely elderly, retired from our (Party?) and not 
able to work outside in — leadership." ELIZABETH 
stated in her letter that the Jewish question upsets 
them and "we" must find a way to deal with them. How? 
"I" am not prepar ed to sav. I hone you are well enough • 
to deal with it. I I (ph) says that one 

editorial is not enough, although it stirred up quite a. 
(birds nest?). There must be a continuing campaign 
on the subject. Apparently, NOVICK (ph) (possibly PAUL 
NOVICK, Editor of "Morning Ereihelt") did not"al3,a:s2L 
the fears and doubts... of our Jewish comrades." 
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wanted me to say to you "thp-v will seriaratethe paper 
away from the Party;" He | said the situa- 



tion is more dangerous than the ^Daixy) Worker with 
(JOHN) GATES. "I" felt. I should write to you about it. 

ELIZABETH Stated that there is a Jewish 
Commission here headedoby a (Doctor?) (ph) . "I" have 

not met him g1-f:^'-»no;>^"nnT' Anm-parJAP!" Rnpfllr w|[ll Of him. 

He (the doctor?) and| | have had "head 



on col lisions on this questi on." A very "level-headed" 
woman^ | \ , x-^fho used to be with the 

IWO, is in charge of the — •-»-. 

Continuing^ the letter stated "pur Partly 
is down to about 1^600," They are hoping to register 
thatnany. "I" wrote to GENE (DENNIS) of my interview . 

with ANNA LOUISE STRONG (ph) who had some ideas on 

the Jewish question in the Soviet Union. "They (Soviet 
Uniorff) have their problems and are probably not aware 
of the impact that it involves here. If you can get 
some authorativg statement or a report to me from there 
(National Office?) it would help." 

Informant advised that ELIZABETH closed her 
letter by stating that she would return to New York 
about 6/9/58, and would probably stop off in Chicago 
first . 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

Well, shall we have some discussion pn this? 
Who wants the floor? 

Remarks of WILLIAM WEINSTONE 

According to the informant, WEINSTONE commented 
that they Should not limit their discussion^ just to this 
"Commission" . that they set up but should involve working 
clase elements 

- 3 - 
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Remarkg of BEN DAVIS 

It seems to me th^t it ml^ht be advisable to 
inform various — ifx the Party that the NEC^ the Resident 
Committee^ has set up a subcommittee which is functioning 
and which is attempting to make order out of chaos in - 
order to get to the basic issues involved in the Party 
position on the Jewish question. At least tp qipeate the 
impression "that the "national citadel" is not j\ist 
sitting on its hands. regarding a very big ideological 
field of dispute. 

Remarks of JA CK STACHBL 

STACHEL remarked that the comrades in the Party 
want to be assured. 

Remax^ks of V. J, JEROME 

Informant advised that JEROME then rea4 exerpts 
from a book by LEVY regarding the Jewish situation in the 
Soviet Union, (it is believed that JEROME is referring 
to th6. book by Professor HYMAN LEVY entitled "The Jews 
and the Nationality Question".) 

Remarks of WILLIAM WEINSTQNE 

"I" think JERRY (JEROME) did a service in 
first outlining LgVY^s book for us because "I" did not 
have a chance to read it. VffilNSTONE commented on the 
question of Jewish culture. It (believed referring to 
LEVY'S book) deal^ with the question.. . .it does not deal 
with the problems. . .it is too siimmary? He indicated that 
the question of culture has to be recognized as a 
substantial problem. He stated that in his opinion 
there remains cea^tain problems in the Soviet... and that 
is the question of the publication of Yiddish? He 
commented that if as the language of Russian Jews ia 
Russian -« — as the language of the Ame^rican Jews is 
English^ there are still writers. . .that want to see 
their work published^ even the small ones. 
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Continuing, WEINSTONE commented, and referred 
to LENIN, that the Jews have the right to express them- 
selves in their own language. They have a right to types 
of organizations in which they can meet their necessary 
needs. But in regard to the question of other types of 
organizations, says LENIN in his article whether or not 
the Jews shall have an independent party, he (LENIN?) warns 
against anything which tends... away from the Russian 
proletariat... Continuing, WEINSTONE cojmented that any 
national organization in hiscpinion has to he settled upon 
the very practical considerations of whether it is help- 
ful' to the general unification process in the interest; 
of internationalism. 

WEINSTONE Qommented that in the past 40 years, 
a basic change ha,s taken place in the Soviet Union as it 
has taken place in the United States in regax-d to language. 
Informant advised that he then referred to a publication 
called "Advance" which he said was published formerly 
in English and Yiddish but today is only published in 
English. He stated that at one time the ILGWU published 
its magazine in Yiddish and English while today it is 
published only in English. Informant advised that at 
this point JACK STACHEL interrupted WEINSTONE oj commenting 
that it is also published in Italian and Spanish but not 
Yiddish. 

Continuing, WEINSTONS referred to a remark made 
by DUglNSKY (ph) (believed referring to DAVID DUBINSKY, 
president of the ILGVJU) who said "You know I am Jewish 
but we ar'e oot-.a culture institution. We are a trade 
union." WEINSTONE commented that he (DUBINSKY) recognized 
that predominantly the Jewish workers in the ILGWU are 
reading English. Ee- said one must recognize the changes 
that are taking place in the United States among the Jews... 
the predominant language is English. If there is a 
desire and need for expression in Yiddish, "we" should 
encourage it by all means. He said that in his opinion 
this was not essential except in as far as the Jewish 
have the right to express themselves culturally in the 
language which they desire. 
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"I" think tha,t our concern with it shall 
not become a weapon of struggle against the Soviet 
Union., •and it shall not surmount t3?einendous achieve- 
ments which the Jews have made in the Soviet Union. 

Remarks of JACK STAGHEL 

STAGHEL stated that the most important thing 
is that any Socialist. ♦ .has to defend the Soviet Unipn 
against every enemy — open ov concealed. . .whether it is 
anypne in our own ranks../ The Soviet IJnion follows a 
polioy of complete integration, ., as against the United 
States whQPQ in the Navy or certain other agencies or in^ 
utilities you pan hardly fihd a J^w* He asked "why- 
is this perrpissable. • .'^ 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

DAVIS Qoramented that whatever he says on 
the subject is subject to the handicap of not reading 
the review and al?o pf not read^-ng LEVY'S book. Whatever 
"I" say will be subject to reconsideration after reading 
both the review and the book. "I" wpuld say that the 
combination of WILL'S (WEINSTONE) ar^d JACK'S ( STAGHEL) 
reports coupled w[ah JERRY'S (JEROME;) ratlier bold criticism 
would be a rounded out picture. According to the Informant j 
DAVIS opened his remarks by referring to the question of 
revisionism with- respect to tji§ Jewish question, He 
stated "we" cannot any more prescribe limitations to 
the iParty on what the Soviet Union does any more than 
what "we " do. ' "We^' have to find a way to defend the 
position of the Soviet Union apd its basic role...- He 
indicated that "we" have to compete in "Ideals" as well 
as in programs and in actions with people, j^rrespectj^ve 
of particular relationship tp the Party. He stated that 
"wq" have a kind of responsibility of competition greater 
than they ever had before. DAVXS indicated that lEVY? 
does not understand that thesp mistakes and "injustices", 
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as gross as they TAfere^ were departures from Marxism 
and Socialism... and in this way he adopts the same 
bourgeoisie attiti;i<Je. DAVIS further remarked that 
the Soviet Union was continually building the process 
of Socialism. . . 

He said that they (the Soviet Union?) should 
do something also on the ^'Vv^omen question^" "I*^ think 
the Soviet is going to get around to that.. .they are now 
going through a process where they^^re examining the 
whole question of Jewish culture,,.. DAVIS concluded 
his remarks by indicating that there should be more 
discussion in order to develop) a proper position. 

Remarks of J ACK STACHEL 

STACHEL cormnented that they should have 
another meeting Xn order to get everyone ' s viexvpoint . 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

PAVXS indic9,te(a that the ?arty needs to 
develop a Party position and indicated that it was 
not enough Just to have mYXCK (PAUI< NOVIOK) to 
give a report on his trip. 

Remarks of WILLIAM WEINSTQNE 

"I" propose that as a result of this comjnittee 
"we" set up a subcoramittee . He indicated this subcojranittee 
would consist of possibly three people mentioning two 
names JERRY (JEROME) and PAUL (NOVIQIC?). 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

Soc ask PAUL? to present to us the next time 
what he considers the most important problems... 
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Remarks of JAC K STACHEL 

*»— '■ . 111 11 II mm ■■i>iii.»i I , .yi.i.i^ I f 

The way "I" see it on Israel- — Soviet Union 
"we" will have to establish a policy . 

Remarks of BEN DAVIS 

"I" would suggest that at the next meeting 
PAUL(noVICK?) come — and all the rest... "I" am 
very much against setting up a committee composed of (MORRIS?) 
SCHAPPES (ph) and PAUL (N0V3;CIC?) and WELL (WEINSTONE?) 
or somebody... The nex;t time "I" think we need to go 

into more discussion, 

i 

Remarks of WILL IAM IaIEINSTONE -, 

■ |...> M « H ■■■■ H »ll^> " " " l' III — ..*. ■■i. -—M l>.. « I Mi .».l« -.lltlt- ■■! l. ^ l ^H 

WEINSTONE commented that the next meeting 
possible Thursday or Friday (6/6/58) they have a 
luncheon and sit around and discuss it. "We" all 
agree that PAUL (N0V;i;CK?) is goipg to piake a report 
on the progress but "we" ought to give some direction 
to the work so maybe we can have another session. 
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